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September 22, 2023 
 
Via email: callcenter@dasny.org  
 
Sarah D. Antonacci 
Assistant Director, Grants Administration 
515 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12207 
 
Subject:   State and Municipalities (“SAM”) 

Design Development for the Westchester RiverWalk Connection Project 
Project ID: 25985 

 
Dear Sarah Antonacci: 
 
Scenic Hudson is writing to provide the documentation requested in your June 21, 2023 letter. 
The attached documentation is required in order to start DASNY’s Grant Administration 
process. 
 
Given that our project budget has not yet been realized, we will refrain from submitting any 
financial documents until a complete package is returned to DASNY. The project is defined as 
Design Development, and more specifically Phase 2 of Design Development, including the 
preparation of Construction Drawings (“the Project”) for the Westchester RiverWalk 
Connection. Given the most recent cost estimate was completed on the feasibility study in 
2020, we are unable at this time to provide a recent estimate, quotation, or statement of 
probable cost from a qualified professional as required in DASNY’s Financial Review Checklist. 
Therefore, as the Checklist requires, this letter is intended to provide a summary of the 
Project’s current status and expected timeline for submission.  
 
Background 
The Project that the above‐referenced grant is intended to fund is the Design Development for 
the Westchester RiverWalk Connection. The Project, which will result in the completion of 
Construction Drawings, is a necessary step in constructing the Westchester RiverWalk 
Connection, a 0.9‐mile north‐south trail completing a missing link in the Westchester 
RiverWalk. Westchester RiverWalk is a 52‐mile trail along the Hudson River, 33 miles of which 
are completed.  The 0.9‐mile gap under the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge (GMMCB) is 
arguably the most important section of the trail yet to be constructed. The Westchester 
RiverWalk Connection also includes east‐west trail connections between RiverWalk and the 
GMMCB’s Shared Use Path to Rockland County and another ADA‐compliant trail to the Side  
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Path along Broadway (Route 9), which is under construction by the NYS Department of 
Transportation. Once constructed the Westchester RiverWalk Connection will provide a vital 
link between Metro‐North Service at Tarrytown Station, the Old Croton Aqueduct State Historic 
Park, historic sites such as Lyndhurst and Sunnyside, emerging waterfront development in 
Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow, neighborhoods and businesses along Broadway, as well as the 
Side Path across the GMMCB.  
 
Given this array of local, regional, and statewide benefits, as well as support from diverse 
business leaders, multiple levels of government, and other stakeholders, it is easy to 
understand why Governor Kathy Hochul in 2022 identified the Westchester RiverWalk 
Connection as a “State of the State Priority.” Scenic Hudson has raised commitments of over 
$10M in funding from sources as diverse as the Federal Transit Administration (as awarded by 
Senator Schumer), NYS OPRHP, Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart Cousins, the New York 
State Thruway Authority, Hudson River Valley Greenway, and Westchester County. In addition, 
Scenic Hudson has committed significant private funding and extensive staff time to advance 
this transformative project. 
 
Project Status 
A Feasibility Study was completed in 2022 in coordination with multiple project partners and 
extensive public input. In addition to being a 2022 State of the State Priority, supported by 
$3.5M in OPRHP funding, the Project is also a priority of Westchester County, which has 
provided $1.3M to support its environmental review. Scenic Hudson is now under contract with 
Westchester County and has subcontracted AKRF to conduct the environmental review. We 
anticipate the Village of Tarrytown will serve as the Lead Agency. Initial studies related to 
parking and traffic have been completed and a draft Public Involvement Plan is under review by 
Scenic Hudson and our project partners Westchester County and the Village of Tarrytown. In 
addition, we anticipate that AKRF will conduct wetland surveys in October. Scenic Hudson has 
also retained Indigo River as our Owner’s Representative. 
 
Project Timeline 
Scenic Hudson anticipates that the environmental review will start in late 2023 and be 
completed by late 2024 or early 2025. The first phase of Design Development, funded by NYS 
OPRHP (up to 60% Design Development), can begin in early 2024, with permitting beginning in 
2025. This second phase of Design Development (the Project) funded by Grant ID: 25985 is 
anticipated to be conducted in late 2024 through 2026. Once the Construction Drawings are 
complete, in early 2027, the Westchester RiverWalk Connection can go out to bid and a ribbon 
cutting is anticipated in early 2029. 
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Conclusion 
In summary, the Project is defined as the second phase of Design Development leading to the 
completion of Construction Drawings necessary to put out to bid the construction of  
Westchester RiverWalk Connection. Given Design Development has not yet begun, we are 
unable to provide a recent estimate of probable cost as required in DASNY’s Financial Review 
Checklist. Therefore, this letter is intended to provide a summary of the Project’s current status 
and expected timeline for submission.  
 
Scenic Hudson thanks State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart Cousins for her support, 
which is critical for the implementation of Design Development, including the preparation of 
Construction Drawings that will lead to the shovel‐ready construction of the Westchester 
RiverWalk Connection. We also greatly appreciate the assistance provided by the DASNY staff 
for helping us ensure that the documentation of this grant is in order. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Anzevino, AICP 
Director of Land Use Advocacy 



 
 

 
  GRANTEE CERTIFICATION 

Scenic Hudson, Inc. 
Design Development for the Westchester RiverWalk Connection Project  

Project ID:  25985   
 

WE HEREBY WARRANT, REPRESENT AND CERTIFY TO DASNY that: 
 

• The Scenic Hudson, Inc. (the “Grantee”) has applied for a (“SAM”) Grant in the amount of $2,000,000.00 
(the “Grant”).  This Grant will be used for the Design Development for the Westchester RiverWalk 
Connection Project (the “Project”).  We understand that the Grant funds may be used only for certain 
community improvement purposes as set forth in the enabling legislation and that the Grant Disbursement 
Agreement (GDA) to be executed in connection with this Grant contains a provision that states that Grant 
funds may not be used to finance a program or Project that will in any way promote or facilitate religious 
worship, instruction or proselytizing.  We have been informed that this provision exists to ensure compliance 
with Federal and State law.  Therefore, as Authorized Officers of the Grantee, we hereby certify the 
following in connection with the Project to be financed by the Grant: 

o no religious purpose shall be advanced or promoted by the Project or program funded by the Grant; 
o the Project or program will provide no religious instruction or counseling, conduct no religious 

worship or services, engage in no religious proselytizing, and exert no other religious influence in 
the provision of services or the use of facilities or furnishings assisted in any way by public funds; 

o the Project or program shall be open to all without regard to religion; and 
o the Grantee shall take affirmative steps to ensure that information is widely disseminated with 

respect to the following aspects of the Project or program: 
 the Project or program is publicly funded; 
 the Project or program is open to all, regardless of religious affiliation; and  
 the Project or program beneficiaries are not limited to any particular sect or group. 

o the Grantee shall exercise care to make sure the facilities and/or services to be supported in whole 
or in part by Grant proceeds are available and accessible to all members of the public by ensuring 
Project location(s) and/or service areas are in proximity to public transportation; sufficient parking; 
and by choosing Project location(s) and/or service areas that do not restrict use to a certain subset 
of the population defined by religion;   

• We understand that the State of New York, DASNY and other entities that may be involved in the Grant 
process are relying on the above information in making the determination whether to award the Grant to the 
Grantee. 

• By signing this document, we certify that we are authorized officers for the Grantee and have the authority 
to submit this Certification. 

 
Please sign and return this document to DASNY by either signing pen to paper and sending the pdf OR by 
typing your full name into signature line(s) below as indicated.  Please return these documents to 
callcenter@dasny.org from the Grantee’s organizational email address and retain the original copies for 
production to DASNY if requested.  By providing electronic signature(s), the Grantee’s designee will be 
providing validly binding legal documents, just the same as a pen-and-paper signature. 

________________________________ ________________________________  
Authorized Officer (sign or type) Authorized Officer (sign or type) 
________________________________ ________________________________ 
Printed Name (print or type) Printed Name (print or type) 
________________________________ ________________________________ 
Title (print or type)   Title (print or type) 
________________________________ ________________________________ 
Dated  Dated 
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  PROJECT CERTIFICATE OF THE  

Scenic Hudson, Inc. 
State and Municipalities (the “SAM”) 

For the Design Development for the Westchester RiverWalk Connection Project 
(Project ID:  25985) 

 
 I, the undersigned, an Authorized Officer of Scenic Hudson, Inc. (the “Grantee”), DO HEREBY CERTIFY that: 

• All contractors and vendors retained to perform services in connection with the Design Development for the 
Westchester RiverWalk Connection Project (the “Project”) shall be authorized to do business in the State of New 
York and shall possess and maintain all professional licenses and/or certifications required to perform the tasks 
undertaken in connection with the Project. 

• To the extent that SAM Grant proceeds are used to reimburse the Grantee for the cost of any portion of the Project 
noted above, the Grantee certifies that no other external funding source, including but not limited to, State or Federal 
restructuring loans, State or Federal grants, or grants, loans, or other funding from any other public or private source 
(currently or within the last six (6) years), will be used for substantially the same Project costs at the same location 
as described in the Preliminary Application or Project Information Sheet provided to DASNY. 

• If the Project includes vehicle purchase(s), removable equipment, or furnishings including but not limited to, computer 
hardware and software, air conditioning units, lab equipment, security cameras, office furniture and telephone 
systems, the Grantee has or will develop, implement, and maintain an inventory system for tracking such items, and 
items will be installed, stored, or secured on property owned by and/or under the control of the Grantee; the Grantee 
has or will develop, implement, and maintain a usage policy for items in compliance with all State and Federal 
regulations or privacy laws, including use, retention, storage, or deletion of any data, images, or videos stemming 
from Grant funded purchase of such items if applicable. 

• The Grantee has informed DASNY via the Preliminary Application, Project Information Sheet, or other 
correspondence if Grantee is a state related entity, or if the Project location is owned by a state related entity.  
Furthermore, if the status of the Grantee or Project location changes, the Grantee will inform DASNY of any changes 
that would impact the tax-exempt status of the Grant. 

• The Grantee acknowledges that Grant proceeds cannot be utilized to pay for: 
o Deposits advance payments, or progress payments until work is completed, or goods received by Grantee; 
o to pay down long term debt; 
o internal labor costs; 
o rental or leased equipment, or equipment with an anticipated useful life of less than three (3) years;  
o stockpiled materials;  
o recurring software costs, including licensing or maintenance fees; 
o materials and/or services provided by another entity other than a licensed contractor or vendor. 

• The Grantee will maintain accurate books and records through Project completion/payout of the Grant as well as for 
six (6) years from the date the Project is completed and will make those books and records available to DASNY, its 
agents, officers and employees during the Grantee’s business hours upon reasonable request. 

  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this______day of _________________, 20____. 
 

By signing these documents, I certify that I am an authorized officer for the Grantee. 
 
Please sign and return this document to DASNY by either signing pen to paper and sending the pdf OR by typing 
your full name into signature line(s) below as indicated.  Please return these documents to callcenter@dasny.org 
from the Grantee’s organizational email address and retain the original copies for production to DASNY if 
requested.  By providing electronic signature(s), the Grantee’s designee will be providing validly binding legal 
documents, just the same as a pen-and-paper signature. 

        
       By (sign or type):___________________________ 

       Name (print or type):________________________ 

        Title (print or type) _________________________  
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The following documents must be completed and returned to DASNY so the required reviews can be conducted and State approvals 
obtained:    
 

Completed Grantee Certification signed by two (2) authorized officers; 

Completed Project Certification signed by an authorized officer; 

Completed and signed W-9; 

The Grantee Questionnaire (GQ) requested by DASNY expires after one (1) year;  

o The GQ on file has expired or is about to expire.  Please provide the names, titles and email addresses of two 
authorized officers so that a GQ may be sent out by the Processor that will be assigned to review your paperwork:  

 
Authorized Officer #1: Name: ____________________ Title: ______________________  
 
Email: ________________________________  Phone: ________________ Ext: _____ 
 
Authorized Officer #2: Name: ____________________ Title: ______________________ 
 
Email: ________________________________  Phone: ________________ Ext: _____ 

 
Evidence of Site Control; and 

Articles of Incorporation (and DBA, if applicable) or Charter; and 

Financial documentation.  

 
If your organization is a non-for-profit please also see the ‘Prior to Final Approval’ section in attached FAQs for information regarding 
the prequalification requirement through NY State Grants Gateway. 
 
Grantees are also advised that grant-funded projects are subject to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and State 
Historic Preservation Act (SHPA).  Information regarding the SEQRA and SHPA process is included in the FAQs.   
 
Should you have any questions concerning the enclosed documentation please either call (518) 257-3177 or email 
callcenter@dasny.org.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sarah D. Antonacci 
Assistant Director, Grants Administration 
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December 14, 2022 
 
Erin Drost, Grants Officer 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Palisades/Taconic Regions (REDC - Mid Hudson Region) 
PO Box 308 
9 Old Post Road 
Staatsburg, NY   12580 
 
Subject: Scenic Hudson’s grant regarding the Westchester RiverWalk Connection 
 
Dear Erin Drost: 
 
Over the past few years, the New York State Thruway Authority (NYSTA) has been working 
with Scenic Hudson to plan for the construction of Westchester RiverWalk under the 
Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge (GMMCB). 
 
It is our understanding that Scenic Hudson is submitting paperwork to OPRHP in order to 
get to contract on a grant to fund pre-construction work necessary to bring the project to 
shovel-ready status. A portion of this project involves land owned by NYSTA.  
 
To that end, please know we will work with Scenic Hudson and/or its consultants to secure 
the requisite permits to access NYSTA property.   
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
George Paschalis 
Director of Outreach, GMMCB 
 
 
c:  Jamey Barbas, GMMCB Project Director 

Brent Howard, New York Division Director 
Elizabeth Novak, Director of Transportation Planning & Environmental Services 
Matthew Trapasso, Chief of Staff 





 

   

 

 VILLAGE OF TARRYTOWN      

   One Depot Plaza, Tarrytown, New York  10591-3605        www.tarrytowngov.com 

 

 

 
                 Mayor           VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR 
    KAREN G. BROWN                               914-631-1785 
           Deputy Mayor              VILLAGE TREASURER 
  REBECCA McGOVERN                              914-631-7873 
                   VILLAGE CLERK 
                             914-631-1652 
              Trustees                      VILLAGE ENGINEER 
       ROBERT HOYT                                 914-631-3668 

        DAVID T. KIM                              DEPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS 
  THOMAS MITCHELL                    914-631-0356 
EFFIE PHILLIPS-STALEY           
        PAUL RINALDI              FAX NO.  914-909-1208 

 

December 16, 2022 

 

Erin Drost, Grants Officer 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

Palisades/Taconic regions (REDC - Mid Hudson Region) 

PO Box 308 

9 Old Post Road 

Staatsburg, NY   12580 

 

Subject: Access allowed - Scenic Hudson’s grant regarding the Westchester RiverWalk Connection 

 

Dear Erin Drost: 

 

Over the past few years the Village of Tarrytown has been working cooperatively with Scenic Hudson to 

perform reviews and plan for the construction of Westchester RiverWalk under the Governor Mario M. Cuomo 

Bridge. 

 

It is our understanding that Scenic Hudson is applying to OPRHP for a grant to conduct pre-construction work 

necessary to bring the project to shovel-ready status. 

 

A portion of this project involves Village-owned land.  

 

The Village of Tarrytown hereby grants permission to Scenic Hudson and/or its consultants to access Village 

property to conduct studies and other work.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Respectfully,  

 
Richard Slingerland 

Village Administrator 

 

cc: Jeff Anzevino, Scenic Hudson 

 Kristine Gilligan, Village Clerk  
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