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Westchester RiverWalk Connection, Tarrytown, NY
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Westchester RiverWalk is a planned 52-mile trail reaching from Yonkers to the Bear Mountain Bridge along—or as close as possible to--the shoreline. This is a partnership between Westchester County, municipalities, and developers and is a tremendous asset. About 33 miles are complete, but the most notable section yet to be constructed is the 0.9 mile gap under the new bridge.

The 2021 Feasibility Study envisioned a path along the Hudson River with two east-west connections—one to Westchester Landing and another farther south along Route 9

You can see them here on this image.  The green line along the shore is complete and the yellow section is the proposed Westchester RiverWalk Connector.

We’ve indicated the Side Path between the GMMC Bridge to Lyndhurst in red.

Just to the east and also running north to south is the OCA State Historic Park. It connects Tarrytown, Sleepy Hollow and Irvington business districts but is interrupted by I-287.

And farther east is the Empire State Trail, a 750 mile path extending from NYC to Albany, and west to Buffalo along the Erie Canal and north to Canada.

In 2015 Scenic Hudson convened stakeholders, a Trails Committee, in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow to create the SH-Tt Trails Strategy the purpose of which was to find ways to improve connectivity between these trails and other assets, such as business districts, parks, historic sites, and neighborhoods. 

The Strategy’s most important recommendation was to connect RiverWalk under what was proposed at the time as the New NY York Bridge.



Westchester Riverwalk Connection

Partners

* Village of Tarrytown
 Westchester County

* NYS Thruway Authority
 Metro North Railroad

Supporters

* One of Governor Hochul’s 2022 State of
the State Initiatives

 Westchester County Business Leaders

* Historic Sites/Tourism Groups/Bike Clubs

Over $10M in financial support from many

levels of government

 NYSOPRHP--$3.5M

« Westchester County--$1.3M

 Community Project Funding (Senator
Schumer)--$2.797M

* SAM Grant (NYS Senate Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart Cousins)--$2M

 Community Benefit Fund (NYS Thruway
Authority)--$600K

* Hudson River Valley Greenway--$40K
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Landing & Shared
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Westchester RiverWalk Connection

PARCEL OWNERSHIP MAP

July 31, 2023


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Project involves cooperation of six property owners
Two recently not forthcoming with property owners request forms because of zoning disputes with Village.

On 9/20 met with MNR– concerned about multiples bridges, no onger needs “Signal Bridge” restored, and did not grant relief from their new clearance requirement. Now 25’ from centerline. Previously approved 15‘ edge of rail

So we pivoted, as indicated on next slide


Westchester Riverwalk Connection
ew Concept: Riverside Trail Only--Responding to MNRR Comments
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
New concept

5’ closer to river—will need to identify potential mitigation when we work with ACOE DEC, DOS through permitting

But also….
One crossing at Van Wart Ave means 1) no longer crossing under bridge and 2) no stair connection the Westchester Landing and SUP at this time. and 3) no need for Transit Connection through Montefiore.

Benefits:
Lower Cost
No need for Property Owner Consent from Montefiore and 303 Broadway
Can start environmental review sooner
Easier to permit one crossing than two
Streamlined planning and design
Can redesignate Transit Funding to improve bike/ped connection along Green St to Tarrytown Station
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What it would have looked like


Westchester Riverwalk Connection
New Concept: Riverside Trail Only--Responding to MNRR Comments
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Image show Westchester Riverwalk Connection under the bridge with restored Signal Bridge/and stairs to Westchester Landing removed.


Westchester Riverwalk Connection New Concept: Riverside Trail Only

Responds to MNRR Comments
ADDRESSES SEVERAL PROBLEMS
WITH ONE INITIATIVE

* Fillsa 0.6-mile gap in Westchester RiverWalk;
* Provides enhanced recreational access along the
Hudson River
* Provides transportation alternatives to automobile
travel;
* Connects to:
1. Metro North rail service at Tarrytown Station;
2. Emerging waterfront development and riverfront
parks in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow;
3. The Old Croton Aqueduct State Historic Park;
4. Historic sites such as Lyndhurst and Sunnyside
and Rockwood Hall State Park:
5. The new multi-modal “side path” along Route 9
and the Shared Use Path across the Governor
Mario M. Cuomo Bridge.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We love the Westchester RiverWalk Connection because the project achieves several objectives:
Fills a 0.6-mile gap in Westchester RiverWalk
Connects people to they river with bumpouts and possibly a get-down to Holmes Point and the shoreline
Provides transportation alternatives to automobile travel that will mitigate traffic congestion and parking demand around Tarrytown Station and reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions
NEW Creates a direct pedestrian link along Green Street between the Riverwalk Connection and Tarrytown Metro-North
Depending on the new transit Connector scope and budget, could also improve pedestrian environment north of Tarrytown Station to Edge-on-Hudson and Kingsland Point Park—possibly even to Philipse Manor Station.
Here we can see how the trail would connect from the Tarrytown waterfront under the bridge and to Lyndhurst and the Old Croton Aqueduct.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why do we love this project?
It’s all about connections.
Connecting this 0.6-mile missing link under the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge makes possible connections to Metro North service at Tarrytown Station, important historic sites, waterfront parks, new waterfront development, and other trails.


Westchester Riverwalk Connection

Crossing near Van Wart Avenue
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s a rendering of what it might look like. I stress “might” because the project is just in initial design and we’ll need additional design and engineering and an environmental review to work out details. This is looking NW from the existing at the southern terminus at Van Wart Street, toward the southern overpass across the railroad and new bridge.

With the FS done and nearly $10M in funding committed, the next steps are a state and federal environmental reviews.
Westchester County has committed $1.3M in its 2022 Capital Budget to fund the environmental review.

The Village of Tarrytown Planning Board has agreed to serve as lead agency in the SEQRA and NEPA reviews
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