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Presentation Notes
Thank you meeting with us.

We’d like to update you on the project and explain a recent modification that requires bike/ped improvements on a local street with connections to Route 9 and the Side Path to the new GMMCB




Westchester Riverwalk Connection
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The Westchester RiverWalk Connection under the GMMCB is all about connectivity. 

The River Villages have an array of assets—historic sites, parks, vibrant main streets, rail transportation, three long distance trails running north and south. 

How can we connect them all?
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Westchester RiverWalk is a planned 52-mile trail reaching from Yonkers to the Bear Mountain Bridge along—or as close as possible to--the shoreline. This is a partnership between Westchester county, municipalities, ad developers and is a tremendous asset. About 33 miles are complete, but the most notable section yet to be constructed is the 0.9 mile gap under the new bridge.

You can see it here on this image.  The green line along the shore is complete and the yellow section is the proposed Westchester RiverWalk Connector.

We’ve indicated the Side Path between the GMMC Bridge to Lyndhurst in red.

Just to the east and also running north to south is the OCA State Historic Park. It connects Tarrytown, Sleepy Hollow and Irvington business districts but is interrupted by I-287.

And farther east is the Empire State Trail, a 750 mile path extending from NYC to Albany, and west to Buffalo along the Erie Canal and north to Canada.

In 2015 Scenic Hudson convened stakeholders, a Trails Committee, in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow to create the SH-Tt Trails Strategy the purpose of which was to find ways to improve connectivity between these trails and other assets, such as business districts, parks, historic sites, and neighborhoods. I think FLO would be proud.

The Strategy’s most important recommendation was to connect RiverWalk under what was proposed at the time as the New NY York Bridge.

So note on this rendering of what is now the preferred Option, Option B, as described in the Feasibility Study the riverfront trail connected under the bridge and along the shore, with two other connections. One would be on a set of stairs up and along the north side of the new bridge to Westchester Landing and the SUP to Rockland County. The other will be an “accessible”, ADA compliant path, between the existing RiverWalk south of the bridge, up the hill  to connect to sidewalks along Route 9 near I-287.

In this Option, the trail would cross the railroad twice, once under the new bridge at the location of an existing signal bridge and then another spot, farther south near Van Wart Avenue.

This option is preferred because after several public open houses in 2018 and 2019 and meetings with stakeholders, it balances reducing impacts on residents nd along the river’s shoreline. 
 
 and here This rendering, looking southeast, shows the existing RiverWalk in green along the shore, ending at the terminus of Green Street on the Tarrytown 
waterfront and continuing on the other side of the new bridge near the end of Van Wart Street, where the trail connects south to Lyndhurst, the Old Croton Aqueduct, Sunnyside and Irvington

So, again, existing trails are in green. In yellow you can see the proposed project and preferred alternative extending under the bridge and up to the Shared Use Path and also switchbacking up to Route 9 south of the bridge. 

A recently completed feasibility study examined three alternatives. I’ll explain a little more about the three alternatives and why the think at this time, that this is the best of the three.
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I love the Westchester RiverWalk Connection because the project achieves several objectives:
Fills a 0.9-mile gap in Westchester RiverWalk
Provides transportation alternatives to automobile travel that will mitigate congestion and reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions
Creates a direct pedestrian link between the Shared Use Path and Tarrytown Metro-North
Reduces traffic and parking demand at the station
Here we can see how the trail would connect from the Tarrytown waterfront across the RR under the bridge and up to the SUP.
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But the project would also provide economic benefits--
Increases tourism to Westchester and Rockland County
Create more riverfront access and connects people with nearby historic sites, including Sunnyside, Lyndhurst, and Philipsburg Manor
And it provide opportunities for exercise and active recreation that connect people to nature
Its consistent with Tarrytown’s draft LWRP and supports goals in other local plans
And supports the Mid-Hudson Regional Economic Development Council’s LIVE, WORK and PLAY strategy
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Here’s a rendering of what it might look like. I stress “might” because the project is just in initial design and we’ll need additional design and engineering and an environmental review to work out details. This is looking NW from the existing at the southern terminus at Van Wart Street, toward the southern overpass across the railroad and new bridge.

With the FS done and nearly $10M in funding committed, the next steps are a state and federal environmental reviews.
Westchester County has committed $1.3M in its 2022 Capital Budget to fund the environmental review.

The Village of Tarrytown Planning Board  will serve as lead agency in the SEQRA and NEPA reviews
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The Feasibility Study identified three options
Options A crosses the railroad once, under the bridge. Options B and C include two connections over the railroad: on an overpass under the new bridge and another farther south
And all options include stair connection up to the SUP and an accessible path farther to the south to Route 9 

• Option A—crosses the RR under bridge and proceeds south east of tracks to existing RW near Van Wart St. (if asked 23.2M)
• Option B—Preferred. Like Option A , it crosses under bridge, but continues south from the crossing west of the RR to a second crossing near Van Wart St to existing RiverWalk. This minimizes impact on residents in homes at the end of Van Wart. and up (if asked $37.2M)
• Option C crosses under bridge and also continues to the south west of tracks before crossing RR even farther on the south near Montefiore Woods, where accessible path goes up the hill to Route 9  (if asked ($44.9m)


Here is Option B in yellow—It’s been identified as the preferred option. 	
Like Option A, this option includes connections on an overpass over the RR and up to the Shared Use Path.
But it extends farther south west of the tracks and crosses again near Van Wart Street. This minimizes impact of the trail on residents at Van Wart Street
(if asked $37.2M)
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During the public outreach phase of the feasibility Study we’d arranged for a connection to Route 9 through the JCC’s parking lot and access road. 

The JCC is no longer comfortable with that so we’ve identified a potential connection on public streets.. See the yellow line.
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There are seven options for sidewalks, crosswalks, and on-street parking. We’d love feedback ion these options

Option 1: Shared use paths run on both sides of Paulding Ave (within the existing curbs) from Broadway until the intersection of Van Wart Ave and Paulding Ave. At the intersection on, the shared use paths run on the south side of Paulding Ave, using the parallel parking as the buffer. On the north side of Paulding Ave, parallel parking is removed. Along this stretch, we would need an additional 4-5’ past the existing curb and remove up to 2 existing trees. A new curb line would be made adjacent to the parallel parking. 
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Option 2: Shared use paths run on the south side of Paulding Ave, using the parallel parking as the buffer, as well as bollards. On the north side of Paulding Ave, parallel parking is removed. From Broadway to the intersection, we are within the existing curb lines. From the intersection on, we need an additional 4-5’ past the existing curb and remove an existing tree. A new curb line would be made adjacent to the parallel parking.
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Option 3: Shared use paths run on both sides of Paulding Ave. All roadway / shared use path striping is done within the existing curb lines. Parallel parking is removed along this stretch of Paulding Ave.
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Option 4: Sharrows are on both sides of Paulding Ave. Parallel parking is maintained on the north side of Paulding Ave, and removed on the south side. All roadway / sharrow striping is done within the existing curb lines.
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Option 5: Same as option 4 but with shared use paths along Paulding Ave to Broadway. All roadway, sharrow and shared use path striping is done within the existing curb lines.
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Option 6: Bike lanes and sidewalks are on both sides of Paulding Ave. Parallel parking is removed from this stretch of Paulding Ave. From Broadway to the intersection, all work is within the existing curb lines. From the intersection on, we need an additional 4-5’ past the existing curb and remove up to 2 existing trees. A new curb line would be made adjacent to the north and south sidewalks.
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Option 7: Bike lanes on both sides of Paulding Ave, and a sidewalk on the south side. Parallel parking is removed from this stretch of Paulding Ave. All work is done within the existing curb lines. A new curb line would be made adjacent to the south sidewalk.
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With the FS done the next steps are a state and federal environmental reviews.
Westchester County has committed $1.3M in its 2022 Capital Budget to fund the environmental review.
The Village of Tarrytown will serve as lead agency in the SEQRA and NEPA reviews
Governor Hochul included the RiverWalk Connector in her State of the State message and $3.5M is included in this year’s NYS Budget for additional engineering work, permitting, and easement acquisition.
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What’s next? The environmental review. Once the environmental review is complete, the project will head into advanced engineering.
Again, the project has strong State support as a State of the State priority.
These steps will take a few years to complete.
But then the project would be “shovel ready” and ripe for federal infrastructure funding
Scenic Hudson and coalition partners are committed to a robust public outreach process during the environmental review to ensure that 
RiverWalk Connection meets the needs of the community and RiverWalk Connection meets the needs of the community and impacts are avoided, minimized or mitigated as best we can.

We hope that the project can be constructed and open to the public by the end of 2026.

The coalition is excited by the great support and looking forward to the day construction begins, taking this project from vision to reality.    
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That concludes my presentation.

Now, I invite everyone to visit the stations set up around the room, ask questions of our team and provide feedback.

There’s a QR Code like you see here that can be used to provide your feedback.
�Please be sure to provide your name and email address on the sign-up sheet so we can apprise you for future meetings and steps along the way.
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