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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The region’s earliest inhabitants — including the Munsee in the lower Hudson Valley and Mohicans in 
the upper — depended on the river they called Mahicannituck (“waters that are never still”) for water, 
food, and transportation. They considered it their duty (as do their descendants) to “preserve the natural 
resources in a pristine condition for the next seven generations.” 

With the advent of European colonization and forced removals of Indigenous peoples beginning in 
the 1600s, the river (eventually renamed the Hudson) began to be exploited, abused, and by the 19th 
century turned into a prime dumping ground for industrial waste and human sewage. Meanwhile, 
as the Hudson River Railroad laid tracks along its banks in the mid-1800s — including on lands 
created by filling in portions of the river — public access to the shoreline diminished. The pace of this 
diminishment picked up in the late 20th century, when passenger rail speeds approaching 100 mph 
resulted in a railroad policy calling for the closure of as many at-grade crossings as possible.

The good news is that over the last half century, many people have worked hard to restore the river, 
and their efforts have paid off. Now, waterfront communities embrace it as their “front door,” and they 
consider access to it vital for securing a bright future. Protecting and reconnecting people to the river, 
nature, and each other has always been one of Scenic Hudson’s highest priorities. It is also a goal of 
New York State’s Coastal Management Program.

The last comprehensive evaluation of access along the Hudson River’s rail corridors appeared in 
the document Between the Railroad and the River, released in 1989. Clearly, to support communities’ 
ongoing efforts to enhance opportunities to enjoy the river — whether hiking, fishing, paddling, 
swimming, birdwatching, hunting, gathering, or contemplation — it is time for a re-evaluation.

With the overwhelming success of the March 2020 release of Phase 1 of the Hudson River Access Plan 
(HRAP) and the numerous requests from residents and officials in the Hudson Valley to expand its 
limits, Scenic Hudson hired Peter Melewski, LLC, and his team (Verity Engineering and Byer Planning) to 
assist in maintaining the momentum by undertaking Phase 2, and subsequently combining both phases 
into this comprehensive report.

Phase 2 of the HRAP expands the geographic scope of Phase 1 (Rensselaer to Poughkeepsie) by 
adding the eastern shore between Poughkeepsie and Yonkers and adding the City of Troy, as well as 
the entire western shore between the southern boundary of Rockland County and Waterford. This 
combined Phase 1 and Phase 2 Report is the most comprehensive documentation of public access to 
the Hudson River to date.

It has been more than 175 years since railroad grants for formerly underwater lands were authorized by 
the New York State Legislature in 1846. Although the grants retained a right of access to the Hudson 
River for the public, there has been a steady reduction in access sites. Today, we have reached a critical 
juncture. In 2018, Amtrak proposed to construct new fencing and gates in locations where they did 
not currently exist between Poughkeepsie and Rensselaer, creating public outrage in the corridor and 
generating the need for HRAP Phase 1. Local officials and residents in riverfront communities, along 
with Scenic Hudson, share deep concerns that, if implemented, these barriers will eliminate public 
access and/or block views at many sites where people have connected with the river for generations.
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Fortunately, in 2020 Amtrak withdrew its proposal (see “Building Momentum”). However, it is no secret 
that Amtrak and the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) continue to challenge 
the public’s right under the Public Trust Doctrine to access the shoreline. Further, the mandate of the 
New York State Department of State (NYSDOS) to maintain/enhance river access stands at odds with 
transportation agencies’ policies that result in a loss of existing shoreline access along rail lines. 

The bottom line is that on both the eastern and western shores of the Hudson, the railroads’ barriers 
pose increasing difficulties to many communities seeking to revitalize their waterfronts by taking 
advantage of the river’s recreational, scenic, and economic potential. Following is a partial list of 
challenges communities face as a result of railroad policies and direct actions:

• Dozens of grade crossings that once provided riverfront access have been closed;

• For nearly three decades, railroad-mandated impasse fencing has blocked Castleton-on-Hudson 
residents from a state-funded municipal waterfront park. NYSDOT offered to build an expensive 
and impractical bridge or switchback ramp instead of preserving the existing at-grade crossing to 
match one a few hundred yards away, but this option has been rejected by the village’s Board of 
Trustees;

• In Germantown, hundreds of years of fishing tradition is 
being threatened—in fact, Amtrak police were ticketing 
fishermen in April of 2023;

• In Tivoli, the railroad is requiring closure of a legal at-
grade crossing and the construction of an expensive and 
unnecessary bridge in order to access a small waterfront 
park;

• Many historic steel truss bridges spanning the tracks have 
not been maintained and have fallen into disrepair. Some 
have been dismantled; others are in danger of being lost;

• In Hyde Park, the historic truss bridge to Crum Elbow Point 
at the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site 
needs immediate rehabilitation before it is lost. In addition, 
access across a similar historic truss bridge just to the 
north at Coal Dock Lane has been restored at an adjacent 
property owner’s expense with no resolution of ownership 
for responsibility for future maintenance. Also, farther 
north in Hyde Park, an historic stone arch bridge spanning 
the Maritje Kill at Dock Street has fallen into disrepair and 
prevents residents’ access into the Vanderbilt Mansion 
National Historic Site, and potentially to the Hudson River 
shoreline if access could be secured across the railroad.

Fishing is a popular water dependent 
recreational use along the rip rap between the 
railroad and river. Amtrak police have been 
ticketing anglers in the City of Hudson and 
other locations. Photo courtesy of Andi State
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PURPOSE AND CONTEXT OF 
THE HUDSON RIVER ACCESS 
PLAN
The Hudson River Access Plan (HRAP) has been 
developed to provide a course of action that 
can be supported and implemented by all key 
stakeholders between the confluence of the 
Mohawk and Hudson rivers to the north, and 
the New Jersey State Line and the southern 
limit of the City of Yonkers to the south. In 
addition to completing an updated analysis and 
documentation of places where people currently 
enjoy water-related recreation, the plan identifies 
gaps in public access, recommends places for 
safe new shoreline access, and suggests ways 
to improve safety at existing locations.

This document offers the following:

• An overview of current shoreline access 
challenges and opportunities;

• Methods of data collection and mapping 
and supporting data;

• Results of an extensive regional public and 
stakeholder outreach program, including 
an interactive website that garnered more 
than 1,500 comments and 8,000 votes on 
access locations;

• Recommendations (ongoing, short-, 
medium-, long- term) to maintain valuable 
momentum;

• Corridor maps showing access locations, 
many that require crossing the rail or 
highway infrastructure, as well as Site 
Sheets for each of these locations;

• Maps of regional pedestrian, bicycle, and 
water trails that connect many of these 
sites. Passenger train stations are also 
indicated for those who would prefer to use 
Amtrak or Metro-North to access the river 
along the eastern shore; and

• Maps, such as Greenway and LWRP 
Communities, demonstrate the growing 
momentum to work together to advance 
access and quality of life along the river.

The HRAP touches upon many diverse issues 
regarding river access. While outside the 
scope of this report, rising water levels in 
the Hudson River due to climate change 
will also impact shoreline access, as well 
as railroad performance and reliability. 
Protecting train service and public access 
must be a collaborative process, coordinated 
with municipal officials and non-government 
organizations (NGOs), and not done in a vacuum 
by any one party. We are all in this together.

The authors of the HRAP and river access 
stakeholders fully support safe and reliable 
freight and passenger rail service in the Hudson 
Valley. It is a critical component of New York’s 
infrastructure. Given today’s at-grade crossing 

“The public should require the state 
to provide a coherent Hudson River 
Access Plan, in view of present and 
anticipated use requirements.”

On the Wrong Side of the Railroad Tracks: Public Access to the 
Hudson River, Matthew Atkinson
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technology for higher speed trains, there is 
no reason why public access to the shoreline 
cannot be protected and even increased while 
providing safe and reliable rail service—a “win-
win” situation for everyone.

In his 1996 report, On the Wrong Side of the 
Railroad Tracks: Public Access to the Hudson 
River, Matthew Atkinson wrote that “the public 
should require the state to provide a coherent 
Hudson River Access Plan, in view of present 
and anticipated use requirements.” In addition, 
the report states: “as the health of the river is 
restored…the policy that ignored public access 
should change, and with this change in policy, 
the development of law designed to protect 
access is desired.”

The Indigenous people considered it their duty 
(as do their descendants) to preserve the natural 
resources in a pristine condition for the next 

Riverfront access and railroad crossing at See Park, Stuyvesant Landing. 
Image: Jeff Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

“as the health of the river is 
restored…the policy that ignored 
public access should change, 
and with this change in policy, 
the development of law designed 
to protect access is desired.”

seven generations. It has been six generations 
(30 years/generation) since the 1846 Railroad 
Law.

Subsequently, communities have experienced 
the railroads’ impact, both good and bad. It is 
time to look at the next seven generations, and 
protect and enhance the remaining access to the 
Hudson River by implementing the HRAP.

On the Wrong Side of the Railroad Tracks: Public Access to 
the Hudson River, Matthew Atkinson

Image: Matthew Fass / Courtesy 
of ScenicHudson.org 
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BUILDING MOMENTUM
The publication of HRAP Phase 1 in March 2020 
has resulted in much progress:

SUPPORT FROM THE HUDSON 
VALLEY’S CONGRESSIONAL 
DELEGATION
In 2020, Hudson Valley Congressional 
Representatives Paul Tonko, Antonio Delgado, 
and Sean Patrick Maloney sent two letters to 
Amtrak regarding its 2018 application to the 
NYSDOS for a Consistency Determination to 
install gates and impasse fencing at eight 
locations between Rhinecliff and Stuyvesant. 
The letters stated that the construction of these 
barriers would be inconsistent with New York 
State’s Coastal Program’s public access goals, 
and expressed support for the Hudson River 
Access Plan. This delegation urged “Amtrak’s 
project staff to read the entire Hudson River 
Access Plan before continuing to reformulate 
fencing and gate locations; adjust the proposal 
accordingly; and then explain on a case-by-case 
basis how risk can be managed without reducing 
river access at each location.” Their May 22, 
2020, letter also stated that in order to be 
consistent with New York State Coastal Policy, 
“Amtrak has a responsibility to take community 
concern to heart and seek out innovative ways 
to manage risk” and that ”Preservation of local 
water-related recreational uses and shoreline 
fishing should be a priority” (see Appendix C).

AMTRAK’S ACTIONS
Amtrak convened local officials on July 16, 2020, 
to provide an update on the railroad’s plans 
for gates and impasse fencing, then renamed 
the 5 Year Fencing Program on the Hudson 
Line Section of the Empire Corridor. Amtrak 
officials indicated at the meeting that the plan 
had been delayed by at least one year. Three 
years later, Amtrak has been relatively silent on 
its program, and has not conducted the robust 
public outreach required by Federal Railroad 
Administration guidelines and requested by the 
three Congressmen (see Appendix D).

The Hudson Valley’s 
Congressional 
Representatives urged 
“Amtrak’s project staff to 
read the entire Hudson River 
Access Plan before continuing 
to reformulate fencing and 
gate locations; adjust the 
proposal accordingly; and 
then explain on a case-by-
case basis how risk can be 
managed without reducing 
river access at each location.” 
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LOCAL OFFICIALS REQUEST NYSDOS 
ASSISTANCE IN CREATING A 
REGIONAL ACCESS PLAN
On March 16, 2021, eight municipalities and 
the Columbia County Board of Supervisors 
spoke with one voice in writing to the NYSDOS 
to request its assistance in creating a regional 
shoreline access plan. In their letter, the elected 
officials stated their belief that river access 
should be increased simultaneously with any 
steps that Amtrak takes to reduce risk along the 
rail line. The elected officials asked that the plan 
identify places where people use the river, where 
new access is needed, and propose projects 
that would facilitate that access in order to help 
achieve their collective river access goals. On 
March 22, 2021, Assemblymember Didi Barrett 
wrote to the NYSDOS in support of the municipal 
officials’ request (see Appendix A and B).

AT-GRADE PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
In May 2021, a team of Marist College students 
prepared a report describing how the California 
Coastal Commission, against railroad objections, 
approved a joint application by the City of San 
Clemente and the Orange County Transportation 
Authority to create seven at-grade crossings of 
the passenger rail line to provide beach access 
along the Pacific Ocean. It includes copies 
of documents related to the project’s permit 
approval, and provides useful precedent to 
engage in a collaborative process to reduce risk 
along the rail line without compromising existing 
river access. The report, How to Reduce Risk & 
Improve Shoreline Access Along Passenger Rail 
Lines, is referenced in Appendix D.

HISTORIC TRUSS BRIDGES
The Rogers Point Boating Association, with 
technical assistance from Scenic Hudson and 
Peter Melewski, LLC., hired Harrison & Burrowes 
Bridge Constructors, Inc., to repair and reopen 
the Coal Dock Lane truss bridge.

Due to NYSDOT “red flags,” the bridge had been 
closed since March 31, 2020, before the repairs 
allowed for its reopening that December (see 
Appendix D).

The Historic Truss Bridge Cultural Resource 
Survey (CRS) was published in March 2021. 
Based on the survey’s research, shortly 
thereafter the New York State Historic 
Preservation Office determined that the 
three southernmost truss bridges—at FDR-
Crum Elbow, Coal Dock Lane, and the Former 
Dominican Camp—are eligible for listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places. The 
other nine bridges in the report were already 
eligible or on the list. The listing provides some 
protection against the actions of Amtrak or 
other state/federal agencies (see Appendix D).

The Federal Highway Administration’s Office 
of Innovative Program Delivery was very 
supportive of Scenic Hudson’s historic bridge 
initiative. In fact, it subsequently released a 
national guide document entitled Advanced 
Project Bundling, which includes the historic 
bridge initiative as a case study. The document 
offers information, tools, and methods to help 
state and local agencies save procurement 
time, achieve cost savings, and build 
momentum by bundling multiple bridges into 
one contract (see Appendix D).
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NEW YORK STATE LAW
The State of New York holds in trust for the 
public its inalienable right to access and use 
the shore. Though the state controls the right 
of access to the Hudson River, in 1846 the 
Legislature authorized railroad grants of formerly 
underwater lands, resulting in continuing loss 
of public access. Still, there remain an array of 
legal doctrines designed to protect and enhance 
public access to the river. Law requires the 
railroad to protect river access. Public Trust 
Doctrine, eminent domain law, and public lands 
law restrict the railroad’s title and use of its 
property. Public Trust Doctrine limits the state 
power to obstruct public access to trust lands.

A 1992 NY Public Lands Law (75(7)(a)) explicitly 
preserves the public’s interest in the use of state- 
owned underwater lands for navigation and 
water-related recreation. These legal doctrines 
support the public’s right to access the shores of 
the Hudson River.

As a result of the CRS, the Calvert Vaux 
Preservation Alliance (CVPA) submitted and 
received a Hudson River Valley Greenway Trails 
Grant to prepare the Historic Structure Report 
(HSR) on the Hoyt Carriageway Bridge in Mills 
Norrie State Park. The report was issued in 
January 2022 (Appendix D). Building off of the 
HSR, CVPA received a $150,000 Parks & Trails 
Partnership Grant in May 2023 to reopen this 
gateway bridge.

Engineering assessments of the Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt/Crum Elbow Bridge and the Poets’ 
Walk Delano’s Landing Bridge were completed 
by Peter Melewski, LCC, and Creighton Manning 
Engineering in 2022. The condition findings were 
subsequently sent to Amtrak and NYSDOT for 
their information and records as the agencies 
responsible for rail corridor safety.

People enjoying Walkway Over the Hudson
Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 



9

Executive Summary

ACCESS SITES
For approximately 285 miles along the shores of the Hudson River, existing public parks, preserves, 
recreational lands, and other access sites were inventoried using existing GIS data and aerial images. 
A total of 479 access sites were identified. Physical field reviews of the shoreline were conducted 
on November 12-13, 2019, and November 8-9, 13 and 15, 2022. These sites range from large state 
parks to specific Hudson River Greenway Water Trail access sites to generational fishing destinations. 
Access sites that appeared or are known to provide access (public or private) for fishing, boating, or 
other activities were also inventoried. Each of these sites is described in this report and included on the 
inventory maps.

209 public sites are described in further detail in Chapter 6, with individual 2-page Site Sheets for most 
locations. Descriptions include size, ownership, access, existing uses, and future recommendations. 
The number of sites, formal and informal, is less than the addition of the numbers in the table below 
since Greenway Water Trail sites and boat launches are often located within existing parks. 

The map on the next page shows the density of existing access sites along the Hudson River. This 
correlates to existing access sites, not mileage of Hudson River shoreline that is accessible. Some 
access sites have just hundreds of feet of shoreline while other larger parks include a mile or more.

Statistics Total
Shoreline Miles 285

Total Access Sites 479

Parks 192

Greenway Water Trail sites 92

Boat launches 53

Informal Access Sites 88

Marinas 54

Railroad Crossings to Access Sites 181

At-grade railroad crossings 52

Bridges over railroad 105

Tunnels under railroad 24

Railroad at river’s edge 88.5 miles

Roads at river’s edge 10 miles

Steep slopes 59 miles
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Public Meeting at Germantown on January 4, 2020
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PUBLIC OUTREACH - PHASE 1
The first phase of this project covered the Hudson River’s eastern shore between Poughkeepsie and 
Rensselaer. The project team made a strategic decision to focus on this area because that is where 
Amtrak proposed gate and impasse fencing. 

On January 3 and 4, 2020, Scenic Hudson hosted six meetings, in the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson 
(Rensselaer County) and the towns of Germantown and Rhinebeck (Columbia and Dutchess counties, 
respectively). This outreach included both a stakeholder and public meeting in each community. The 
meetings were used to gain the public’s perspective on the use of existing access sites and need for 
additional access. Approximately 300 people attended the meetings—an impressive number given that 
meetings were conducted on the weekend at the end of the Christmas/New Year’s holiday week.

The consultant team launched a project website, www.hudsonriveraccess.org, in mid-December 2019 
to inform the public about the purpose and need of the study and announce the dates and locations 
of the meetings. Communities hosting the meetings posted the information on their websites, and 
organizations also alerted their members. An online interactive map went live on January 3, 2020, 
and remained active until February 2, 2020. This map allowed the public to provide comments on 
existing sites and identify informal and new access locations. The interactive map received more 
than 1,000 comments, suggestions, and recommendations and generated over 5,000 “votes” on 
individual sites. Comments received by February 2, 2020, were incorporated in this report’s findings and 
recommendations.

Scenic Hudson conducted a robust public outreach campaign to notify community members of the 
public meetings. Outreach tools included a media release and email blasts to its current mailing list for 
the area before the public meetings and during the month of January to remind residents of the online 
interactive map. Local elected officials also distributed their own notifications and reminders.

Public Meeting at Castleton-on-Hudson on January 3, 2020
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Public meeting attendance: Approx. 300 people

Total site votes: 5,644

“I use this site”: 3,364

“I would like to use this site”: 2,280

Site or general comments: Over 1,000

The online interactive map allowed 
users to vote on each site, either “I 
use this site” or “I would like to use 
this site.” Users could also select 
desired activities such as canoe/
kayak launches or birding. The green 
icons were sites previously provided 
and the orange icons were user-
generated locations. 

Public Input 
Map: Phase 1
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STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH - PHASE 1
Interviews (primarily by phone) were conducted 
with a number of key stakeholders responsible 
for multiple access sites in the corridor: National 
Park Service; NYS Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation; Hudson River Valley 
Greenway; NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s Hudson River Estuary Program; 
Town of Germantown Waterfront Advisory 
Committee; and Scenic Hudson. In addition 
to the above agencies, NYSDOT, NYSDOS, and 
Amtrak were extended invitations to attend the 
public meetings, but they did not participate.

Comments and suggestions are reflected in the 
text of this document and in the Site Sheets. 

Prior to each public meeting, stakeholder 
meetings were held with local officials and 
community members involved in advisory 
committees or other advocacy groups. These 
provided an opportunity for the team to hold 
more detailed conversations with stakeholders 
to gain insight into the local obstacles and 
opportunities. 

Public Meeting at Rhinebeck on January 4, 2020

Scenic 
Hudson

FRA / CSX / 
Amtrak

State 
Agencies

Economic 
Development 

Agencies

Environmental 
Groups

Local River 
Communities

Sport & 
Recreation 

Groups

Federal 
Agencies

Project 
Team

Key Stakeholders
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PUBLIC OUTREACH - PHASE 2
Due to the much larger geographic area 
covered in Phase 2 compared to Phase 1, and 
the fact that most people have become quite 
comfortable working and commenting online 
since 2020, the project team conducted all 
public outreach via a project website and social 
media.

The timing of the public participation component 
of the project was excellent, as it occurred 
simultaneously with Scenic Hudson’s launch of 
its Defend the Valley initiative, which involved a 
new website. The HRAP project is a subset of 
this broader initiative.

The project website was launched on February 
15, 2023. It provides an overview of the program, 
including a unique eight-minute welcoming video 
where Jeffrey Anzevino offers an overview of the 
accomplishments of Phase 1, expectations for 
Phase 2, and most importantly, how the public 
can be involved.

Similar to Phase 1, an online interactive map 
allowed the public to vote or make comments 
on 300 pre-identified locations that provide river 
access and add locations where they would like 
to have access. 

The public comment period was open for seven 
weeks (February 15-March 31). Scenic Hudson’s 
well established email blast system and its 
strong social media platform were used to 
encourage people to participate.

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH - PHASE 2
In advance of the public outreach launch, 
representatives from Scenic Hudson and 
the consultant team hosted four one-hour 
information Zoom meetings on January 18 
and 19. Three of the meetings were designed 
to engage representatives of the nine counties 
and all municipalities situated along both banks 
of the Hudson River. The project team hosted 
another meeting for representatives of state 
agencies and larger NGOs that routinely deal 
with Hudson River issues. 

During these meetings, the project team 
presented participants with the spreadsheets 
that track and update all relevant data for 
each existing and potential site, and provided 
an explanation on how to use the website, 
video, and interactive map to encourage public 
involvement.

Stakeholders were asked to reach out to 
their constituents and/or residents via their 
own communication networks to encourage 
participation.
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Total site votes: 3,153

“I use this site”: 2,194

“I would like to use this site”: 959 votes

Site or general comments: 509

Public Input 
Map: Phase 2
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Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES
The Hudson River Access Plan identifies shoreline access opportunities and challenges and provides 
additional detail in Chapters 3 through 5. However, they are generalized as follows:

OPPORTUNITIES
• Amtrak’s 2018 proposal for gates and impasse fencing galvanized the public, regional and local 

governments, and nonprofit groups, and mobilized them to work collaboratively and quickly for 
increased safe access and related waterfront revitalization in communities along the river;

• The HRAP incorporates, in part, over 1,500 comments garnered from Scenic Hudson’s substantial 
2020 and 2023 public outreach effort;

• A number of programs and funding mechanisms are available to assist with implementing the 
HRAP;

• Recommended actions needed to maintain or provide access are detailed for each of the Hudson 
River Access Plan’s 209 inventoried access sites or site groups;

• The HRAP provides an opportunity for all stakeholders to rally around a common plan to increase 
public safety and river access and advance recommendations through their local plans;

• The NYSDOS has indicated that the HRAP’s data, analysis, and recommendations could be used 
to inform communities’ efforts to create or update their Local Waterfront Revitalization Programs 
(LWRP). This holds true for multi-community and/or multi-county collaboration;

• Regional leaders can utilize this document, combined with the latest 5-10-15 year transportation 
agency capital programs and the latest research on climate change/sea level rise, to work 
collectively on common solutions that will minimize time and expense before implementation;

• There is an obvious “quick win” opportunity for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)/ 
NYSDOT/Amtrak to step up to the plate and release a minute portion of its billions of dollars in 
new federal rail funding to restore and reopen the 12 historic truss bridges, thereby increasing 
shoreline access and potentially preventing a disaster;

• Reopen the existing Scott Avenue grade crossing to Riverfront Waterfront Municipal Park in 
Castleton-on-Hudson using state-of-the-art pedestrian/bike gates and signals. This would 
increase both public access and safety at a small fraction of the capital and maintenance costs of 
a bridge or elevated switchback structure that would consume valuable and limited open space in 
the park. Also, reconsider an agreement between CSX and the Village of Tivoli that would require 
a costly and intrusive pedestrian bridge over the rail line between Diana Street and the shoreline at 
the village’s municipal riverfront park.
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CHALLENGES
• Preventing the loss of existing shoreline access;

• Increasing shoreline access. Some communities still suffer the lack of—or severely limited—river 
access. In some places railroads still limit shoreline access for miles;

• Balancing competing goals of increased shoreline access with safe and efficient passenger and 
freight rail service—Amtrak’s 2018 fencing/gate proposal failed to address the public’s need to 
protect and even increase shoreline access. It also represents a lost opportunity for community 
revitalization by constraining economic activity presented by proximity to the river. Amtrak still 
has not acted in accordance with the HRAP, nor has it engaged the community as directed by the 
Hudson Valley’s Congressional Delegation. Almost five years later, there has been no collaboration 
on river access needs between Amtrak, NYSDOT, FRA, and communities and stakeholders;

• Community revitalization continues to be stymied by limited—or the complete lack of—shoreline 
access;

• Several of the historic steel truss railroad bridges remain in a state of serious disrepair. If not 
restored, they will be lost;

• Responsible governments and other organizations are coping with multiple capital and 
maintenance priorities with limited funding; and

• Amtrak leases operations and maintenance from CSX, and NYSDOT has responsibility for 
approval of rail crossing design. Amtrak’s proposal for locked gates and impasse fencing is not 
consistent with the New York State Coastal Management Program because it would eliminate 
public access in many locations.

Amtrak line between Poets’ Walk Park and Astor Point
Image: Matthew Fass / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 
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FINDINGS AND SUPPORTING 
DATA
PUBLIC DOCTRINE
The public has an inalienable right to access and 
use the river and its shorelines.

The Public Trust Doctrine is a legal principle that 
holds (in part) that “the right to use the river is 
unlawfully circumscribed if reasonable access is 
denied.” Further, public access is to be increased, 
not diminished.

• Given that the public must cross the tracks 
for much of the entire corridor between 
Poughkeepsie and Rensselaer, the Amtrak 
proposal for gates and impasse fencing 
diminishes the public’s inalienable right to 
access the river; and

• While the New York State Railroad Laws 
of 1846 and 1850 are clear regarding the 
importance of maintaining public and 
private access crossings, it has been the 
apparent intent of the railroad (Conrail, 
CSX, and Amtrak) in the 20th century to 
eliminate these crossings wherever and 
whenever possible. Individual crossings 
have been eliminated one by one over the 
years due to a lack of an enforceable and 
comprehensive public access plan.

An excellent reference document on the history 
of the Public Trust Doctrine, and violations in 
NYS as they pertain to the railroads on the east 
shore of the Hudson River, is On the Wrong Side 
of the Railroad Tracks: Public Access to the 
Hudson River (1996) by Matthew Atkinson. The 
report was prompted by the initiation of a high-

speed-rail study by then-Governor Mario Cuomo. 
In January 2023, the Federal Rail Administration 
(FRA) and NYSDOT released the High Speed Rail 
Empire Corridor Tier 1 Final Environmental Impact 
Statement. Its findings and recommendations 
were reviewed for this report.

 CONVEYANCE OF 
PUBLIC TRUST LAND

NYS has not conveyed all public rights to the 
Hudson River, nor can the railroad unilaterally 

extinguish those public rights of access.

In 1846, the NYS Legislature provided the 
authority for the railroad to take possession 

of public property for railroad use. It DID NOT, 
however, authorize the railroad to take title of 

underwater lands.

Subsequent legislative and judicial action 
authorized NYS to convey submerged lands to 
the railroad. However, the Legislature DID NOT 

authorize cutting off the rights of access to upland 
owners, nor authorize conveyance of all of its 
public interests in affected public trust lands. 
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NYS COASTAL MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM
One of the decision-making criteria of the NYS 
Coastal Management Program is to “Protect, 
maintain and increase the levels and types 
of access to public water-related recreation 
and facilities so that these resources and 
facilities may be fully utilized by all the public in 
accordance with reasonably anticipated public 
recreation needs.”

Unfortunately, Amtrak’s proposal to close 
crossings and install impasse fencing or locked 
gates would be inconsistent with this key state 
policy. Rather, Amtrak continues to propose 
eliminating at-grade crossings and removing 
historic overhead bridges in the stated interest 
of safety and liability. This report intends to 
shift the paradigm and ensure that the public’s 

interest in gaining more shoreline access is 
achieved. If no new direction is taken, more 
river access will be lost as Amtrak closures 
and fencing barriers continue to be proposed 
and passively endorsed by the NYSDOT, which 
functions as the funding intermediary between 
the FRA and Amtrak.

According to Matthew Atkinson, instead of 
increasing public access, 42% of formal at-grade 
pedestrian crossings were eliminated between 
1917 and 1995. Access to the eastern shoreline 
in the study area requires crossing the rail 
lines. In the mid-1800s, when railroads began 
operation along the Hudson River, paralleling 
the shoreline afforded the cheapest and easiest 
routes. In fact, railroads paid New York State 
$500 for the entire right-of-way along the 
Hudson’s eastern shore.
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Scenic Hudson’s 2018 White Paper: At-Grade 
Passenger Rail Pedestrian & Trail Crossings 
Empire Corridor South clearly demonstrates that 
safe, reliable train service and safe local access 
to the river can co-exist. As noted in the report, 
higher-/high-speed passenger train service 
successfully exists in other locations in the 
United States, such as in Illinois, where the state 
DOT, working closely with Amtrak, has a state-of-
the-art program to accommodate both at-grade 
pedestrian/bicycle crossings and high-speed 
Amtrak service.

Marist College’s 2021 Case Study: How to 
Reduce Risk & Improve Shoreline Access Along 
Passenger Rail Lines found that by using readily 
available technology, at-grade, gate-protected 
pedestrian crossings could provide a viable, safe, 
and practical alternative to expensive bridge 
construction or total elimination of access along 
the Empire Corridor South.

The 284-mile Illinois High Speed Rail Program: 
The new 110-mph designed corridor funded 
by the FRA and Illinois DOT that runs Amtrak 
trains and contains contains over 100 upgraded 
existing at-grade crossings clearly demonstrates 
that a system can be operated and maintained 
safely using today’s technology.

Simple advances in technology that should 
be incorporated on the Empire Corridor South 
between Poughkeepsie and Rensselaer include, 
but are not limited to:

• Increasing the timing of the warning 
system from 30 seconds (measured at 
Castleton-On-Hudson) to 86 seconds, to 
be compatible with current FRA standards 
and other higher-speed systems across the 
country;

AROUND THE WORLD, HIGHER-/
HIGH-SPEED RAIL AND AT-GRADE 
CROSSINGS CO-EXIST.
The railroad along the eastern shore was 
constructed in the 1850s; however, there is no 
technological reason why mid-19th century 
technology (i.e., gates and fencing) must 
be employed today. In its January 12, 2018, 
Federal Consistency Assessment Form, Amtrak 
acknowledges that the project will reduce public 
access to the Hudson River. Due to public outcry, 
Amtrak withdrew its application to the NYSDOS 
and stated that it would resubmit it.

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) and the NYSDOT 
issued the NYS High Speed Rail Empire Corridor 
Tier 1 Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS) on February 2, 2023. (Appendix D). 

The Preferred Alternative (90B) uses 90 mph as 
the maximum authorized speed (MAS). The MAS 
for Amtrak traveling between Poughkeepsie (MP 
74) and the Albany-Rensselaer Station (MP 142) 
would remain within its current range of 75 to 95 
mph with a few exceptions, one being a MAS of 
110 mph between Stuyvesant (MP 125) and the 
Albany-Rensselaer station (MP 142), a distance 
of 17 miles. The FEIS logic behind this is that the 
110 MAS already exists, not that it is needed—
as noted by the fact that the average operating 
speed between Poughkeepsie and Albany/
Rensselaer stations is 66 mph.
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• Install quad gates (four arms instead 
of two) for at-grade crossings involving 
vehicles. This keeps people from trying to 
drive around two arms on two lane roads;

• Pedestrian-only crossings should be 
established as recommended in this plan 
and in collaboration with Amtrak, NYSDOT, 
local officials, and stakeholders. Install 
smaller-scale crossing gate arms, lights, 
bells, signage, emergency egress gates (for 
someone already on the tracks); focused 
fencing (that direct people to use the 
official crossing); and an audible warning 
system. In fact, a localized warning system 
would negate the need for the trains to 
continuously blow their whistle (quiet zone) 
in small towns and villages; and

• For more information, see the 2018 
Scenic Hudson White Paper on at-grade 
crossing concepts At-Grade Passenger 
Rail Pedestrian & Trail Crossings - Empire 
Corridor South and Marist College’s 2021 
How to Reduce Risk & Improve Shoreline 
Access Along Passenger Rail Lines (link 
available in Appendix D).

EXISTING WAYS TO ACCESS THE 
SHORE REMAIN AND ARE ACHIEVED 
BY MEANS OF VEHICLES, ON FOOT, 
OR BY WATER 
During the six meetings with elected officials and 
the public, people described dozens of ways they 
enjoy river access. Further, the online response 
to the interactive map provided additional detail. 
Among the observations:

• Despite the risk of being arrested by 
Amtrak police for trespassing, people 
continue to cross the tracks at locations 
used by generations for fishing, canoeing, 
kayaking, and simple enjoyment of the 
river;

• Again, despite the risk of being arrested for 
trespassing, many volunteer groups clean 
up the shoreline on Earth Day and other 
occasions. They also pick up considerable 
debris left by Amtrak/CSX maintenance 
staff and contractors; and

• An observation made by the consultant 
team is the apparent lack of consistent 
treatments for guiding people across the 
Empire Corridor South rails for access 
to the river. Some locations have robust 
signage and signalization, while other 
active locations have virtually no proactive 
warning signs or devices. Fencing seems 
to be arbitrary and capricious.
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MORE PUBLIC ACCESS IS NEEDED. THE DEMAND IS THERE
It is clear from the 2018 public outcry to the proposed Amtrak gate and fencing plan that there is a need 
for more shoreline access. This has been reinforced by the considerable feedback from the 2020 and 
2023 public outreach periods.

The Town of Germantown Waterfront Advisory Committee has proposed creating a 2.5-mile (+/-) 
trail between the river and the Amtrak lines, formalizing a means of access used by the public for 
generations.

It is clear that the pendulum has swung. After 175 years of accommodation to the railroads, the public 
is pushing back to save the remaining access sites (pursuant to the Public Trust Doctrine and the 
NYS Coastal Management Program) before these places enjoyed by generations of residents, anglers, 
hunters, and others are eliminated.

IMPROVED AND SAFER TRACK 
CROSSINGS ARE NEEDED IN THESE 
LOCATIONS 
The HRAP highly recommends that all locations 
be assessed by Amtrak and the NYSDOT for 
signage, warning bells, proactive gates, and 
localized, properly-scaled fencing that directs 
people to safe crossings at existing and future 
locations.

This is a “win-win” situation. Safer at-grade 
crossings will benefit those accessing the river 
as well as Amtrak and its passengers. It would 
be a positive public relations move for Amtrak 
to work with the communities (as the October 
2018 FRA Report to Congress requires). And it 
would benefit the many valley residents who use 
Amtrak for commuting to New York City or travel 
to more distant locations.

Railroad crossing signage is not consistent 
along the Amtrak lines
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AMTRAK’S PROPOSAL DECREASES ACCESS, IS NOT SAFER, AND DOES NOT 
SUPPORT COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION
During the public meetings, a common question asked was, “Why is Amtrak proposing locked gates and 
fencing to prevent access? People will just walk to the end of the fence to access places used for years. 
Amtrak is making the situation less safe.”

This document recommends that Amtrak and the NYSDOT utilize the HRAP’s recommendations and 
work with the public, local governments, and relevant organizations to provide accessible crossings 
that are safe for both the railroad and people crossing the tracks. This should reduce liability concerns 
and result in a win-win for all involved.

The consultant team observed many small businesses near river access sites. They will see an increase 
in business once crossings are considered “official” instead of “renegade.” The positive economic and 
social impacts to riverfront communities are clear. It is a basic tenet of communities’ revitalization 
initiatives to facilitate—not stifle—economic activities that benefit from proximity to the river.

Looking south along the Yonkers waterfront
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“...public- and private-sector 
leaders from business, not-for-
profits, as well as local, State 
and federal governments need 
to collaborate...”

LEADERS MUST COMMIT TO 
COLLABORATIVE EFFORT, 
EVALUATION, AND MONITORING
To ensure implementation of the HRAP, public- 
and private-sector leaders from business, 
nonprofits, and local, state, and federal 
governments must collaborate, commit to long- 
term responsibilities, and regularly evaluate 
progress and adjust responsibilities and actions.

The Hudson River Access Forum’s Between the 
Railroad and the River (1989) is an excellent 

example of collaboration between the public, 
private, and nonprofit sectors. It includes a 
number of important recommendations— 
some implemented, some not. Unfortunately, 
it lacked clear responsibilities to implement 
recommendations, track progress, and make 
necessary adjustments.

A safer, at-grade crossing is needed at this undeveloped 
municipal riverfront park in Stuyvesant Landing
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UNIQUE ACCESS SITES 
REQUIRE INNOVATIVE 
SOLUTIONS. CASTLETON-ON-
HUDSON CASE STUDY:
Castleton-on-Hudson faces a unique and 
significant obstacle to revitalization of its 
business district. Its municipal riverfront park 
lies unused behind a locked gate.

At the public meetings held at the Castleton 
firehouse on January 3, 2020, the standing-room- 
only crowd was clearly frustrated by the lack 
of access and totally confused about how one 
state agency provided funds for a municipal park 
while another has denied them access to the 
same park for over a quarter century.

The park is a 0.75-acre parcel, originally the 
foundation for one of the many ice houses 
on the river. This foundation provides a broad 
peninsula that offers tremendous river views 
extending for miles to the north and south. The 

park is located a few feet from struggling village 
businesses on Route 9J. The NYSDOT closed 
access temporarily in the 1990s as an evaluation 
was made of the impact of higher-/high-speed 
rail. Since trains and the track are capable of 
handling speeds between 90-110 mph, the 
NYSDOT has kept access closed since 1994 
without providing a practical solution for the 
public to access and enjoy the park.

Frustrated local residents have consequently 
sought their own path—many of which are 
unsafe—to the Hudson River. For example, 
people climb or walk around fencing presumably 
designed to keep people off the tracks. The 
consultant team observed that the southbound 
Amtrak train arrived at the crossing at only a 
small fraction of the 86-second warning used by 
Amtrak in Illinois. 

At the January 3, 2020, public meeting, 
attendees were adamant that residents should 
be able to walk down the hill, where most people 

This fencing and locked gate prevent people from using Castleton-on-Hudson's municipal riverfront park



28

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

THE HRAP RECOMMENDS THE 
FOLLOWING AT CASTLETON-ON-
HUDSON:
• Remove the existing gate and fence 

preventing shoreline access to the municipal 
riverfront park at Scott Avenue and replace 
it with state-of-the-art gate/fence equipment 
that will allow safe pedestrian and village 
maintenance vehicle access;

• Lower the train speed from a maximum of 
110 mph to 90 mph. A train traveling at 110 
mph will travel the 17 miles from Stuyvesant 
to Rensselaer only two minutes faster than 
one going 90 mph--or only one minute from 
Castleton-on-Hudson;

• Increase the advance warning bells/gate 
sequence from 15 to 86 seconds;

• Install or upgrade existing signage alerting 
people to higher-speed trains;

• Use signs to make it clear to park users to 
cross at designated locations;

• Consider using bells at the gates (quiet 
zones) to eliminate trains from using horns 
24 hours a day that disrupt the peace on 
both sides of the Hudson River;

• Synchronize crossing infrastructure at the 
park and adjacent boat club; and

• Provide local school children with 
environmental education opportunities in the 
park.

live, and enjoy the river. An attendee noted 
the need for “equity and education.” Given the 
proximity of the river, people should be able to 
access it without the financial burden of car 
transportation and/or paying a fee to enter 
a state park several miles away. The public 
expressed how village children would benefit 
greatly from access to the park, both after 
school and for in-class educational activities 
such as the State Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s annual “Day in the Life of the 
Hudson River,” at which young people conduct 
field observations and seine for fish.

While frustrated residents are denied access 
to a NYS-funded municipal riverfront park that 
could provide public water-related recreation, 
the Castleton Boat Club, just 600 feet to the 
south, enjoys a private railroad crossing for both 
pedestrians, vehicles, and towed trailers with the 
same short advance warning mentioned above. 
Allowing the private crossing to the boat club 
while preventing public access to the municipal 
waterfront park not only prevents local residents, 
adjacent businesses, and the general public 
from enjoying the benefits of access to the 
Hudson River, but carries with it the perception 
of privilege and inequity, by allowing river access 
only to those able to pay the boat club’s fee.

“Where a crossing provides direct access to public trust lands and waters, 
public use of the crossing is a reasonable expectation of the parties.” (p. 
820, On the Wrong Side of the Railroad Tracks: Public Access to the Hudson 
River, Matthew Atkinson) “The public has a right to access public waters 
equal to that of upland owners.” (p. 821)



3 RECOMMENDATIONS

Image: Tyler Blodgett / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 
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RECOMMENDATIONS
No one entity is responsible for protecting and increasing public access to the Hudson River. Rather, the 
responsibility rests among public and private property owners, planners, regulators, activists, and those 
benefiting from public access.

PRINCIPAL PURPOSES OF THE HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN ARE 
TO GUIDE:
SITE-SPECIFIC IMPROVEMENTS: 
Identify specific actions needed to protect and/or increase public access at each identified access site, 
including: identification of responsible entities to implement action; actions to strengthen successful 
collaborations among those responsible at each site; actions needed to create new site-specific 
collaborations as needed.

SHARED ACTIONS: 
Many of the actions needed at specific sites are common and can be implemented more readily on 
a multi-site basis. Identify actions shared among multiple sites (e.g., Amtrak’s proposal to minimize 
public access), identify those accountable, and identify best methods to ensure collaboration among 
those accountable to achieve increased public access efficiently.

PUBLIC ACCESS COLLABORATIONS - BUILD MOMENTUM: 
Much has been accomplished since the release of phase 1 of the Hudson River Access Plan in March 
2020, including growing a more aware group of people needed to ensure the plan’s recommendations 
are implemented. 

The table summarizes the 15 recommendations that follow. The recommendations fall into one or more 
of the three Principal Purposes. 

Time frames are defined as: ongoing–work is underway; short–work should begin within a year; 
medium–work should begin with two years; and long–work should begin within the next five years.
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Number Time 
Frame* Recommendation

1 Ongoing Amtrak should continue to refrain from submitting to the NYS 
Department of State its application for a Coastal Consistency 
Determination for its Fence Upgrade Program until it collaborates with 
municipalities and others.

2 Ongoing Preserve and maintain existing public access at crossings and ensure 
that future actions to reduce risk do not diminish public access. 

3 Ongoing Program to save historic (orphan) Hudson Valley bridges.

4 Medium Proactively and continually amend NYS Coastal Law, Executive Law, 
or Underwater Lands Law for the Hudson River to require preparation 
and implementation of a comprehensive public access plan.

5 Ongoing Continually amend Federal Public Law 110-432, Title I & ll, to 
incorporate state-of-the-art technology.

6 Ongoing Utilize an infinitesimally small portion of the $5.97B HSR FEIS 
Preferred Alternative 90B to maintain/upgrade existing access sites 
(with Rec. 9 & 10).

7 Short Seek additional state and federal funds to implement the 
recommendations of the Hudson River Access Plan (HRAP).

8 Ongoing Implement and/or expand education programs to improve safety 
along the railroad corridors.

9 Short Implement a safe crossing plan (with Rec. 6 & 10). 

10 Short Create pilot programs to open closed crossings and demonstrate 
today’s technology (with Rec. 6 & 9).

11 Ongoing Assist communities to capitalize on river access as an economic 
driver for community revitalization.

12 Short Update, combine, or retire existing signs at a number of adjoining 
parks and/or preserve lands. 

13 Short Hold Public Trust Doctrine workshops in the Hudson River Valley.

14 Ongoing Create a collaborative process to periodically gather the organizations 
responsible for specific actions across numerous access sites.

15 Ongoing Encourage natural stabilization and sustainable shoreline design in 
future waterfront projects.

*Time frames are defined as: ongoing - work is underway; short - work should begin within a year; medium - work should begin 
with two years; and long - work should begin within the next five years.
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RECOMMENDATION 1 (ONGOING)
Amtrak (and NYSDOT as its federal funding 
conduit) should continue to refrain from submitting 
to the NYSDOS an application for a Coastal 
Consistency Determination for any and all fencing/
gate upgrade programs along the Empire Corridor 
South until it collaborates with municipalities and 
other stakeholders. 

Prior to developing plans for impasse fencing and 
locked gates, Amtrak should work collaboratively 
with the appropriate municipal, county, and state 
officials and relevant stakeholders to identify 
ways to reduce risk along the Empire Corridor 
South without further reductions in public river 
access. Given that the Empire Corridor South’s 
alignment along the shoreline has already limited 
the public’s access to the foreshore, all parties 
should work together to increase existing levels 
of public access. This is consistent with New York 
State and local Coastal Management Policies 
related to maintaining or improving Hudson River 
shoreline access. Further, much of the railroad has 
been constructed on previously underwater state-
owned lands that are subject to the Public Trust 
Doctrine, which protects people’s right to access 
the shoreline.

RECOMMENDATION 2 (ONGOING)
Preserve and maintain existing public access 
at crossings and ensure that future actions 
to reduce risk do not diminish public access. 
Between Spuyten Duyvil and East Greenbush, 
42% of railroad crossings that impact access 
sites were lost between 1917 and 1995. This 
loss of shoreline access has driven the public 
to cross the tracks in other, less safe locations 
for water-related recreation, particularly 
fishing. In concert with Recommendation #1, 
remaining formal or informal sites should 
remain accessible to the public. In rare cases 
when an emergency may arise or construction 
or maintenance requires brief limitations on 
public access, the railroad(s) should notify public 
officials well in advance of such temporary 
closures.

Delano’s Footbridge at Poets’ Walk Park
Image: Matthew Fass / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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RECOMMENDATION 3 (ONGOING)
Program to save historic (orphan) Hudson 
Valley bridges. Work began in 2020 to save the 
historic (orphan) steel truss bridges that span 
the railroad tracks and provide access to the 
river. In order to protect the traveling public and 
provide much-needed river access across the rail 
line, that work must continue—and succeed. All 
12 bridges identified in 2020 now have historic 
preservation protection. Two of the bridges 
already have been rehabilitated, while four 
others have received a thorough engineering 
assessment utilizing various grants and private 
funds.

One bridge, the FDR/Crum Elbow bridge, has 
a serious structural steel defect over the 
tracks—NYSDOT and Amtrak have both been 
advised that the bridge needs attention to 
avoid a catastrophic collapse. We recommend 
that NYSDOT, Amtrak, and CSX meet with the 
National Park Service, Scenic Hudson, and our 
federal elected officials as soon as possible to 
protect and reopen this important bridge and to 
protect people in trains traveling below it.

The HRAP’s significant expansion in 2023 means 
that there are many more historic steel truss 
bridges that need attention to preserve our past, 
educate future engineers and contractors, and to 
restore prior access to the river.

The Federal Highway Administration’s Office of 
Innovative Program Delivery was very supportive 
of our 12 historic bridge initiative. In fact, it 
subsequently released a national guidance 
document, entitled “Advanced Project Bundling,” 
that included the historic bridge initiative as a 
case study. The document offers information, 
tools, and methods to help state and local 
agencies save procurement time, achieve cost 
savings, and build momentum by bundling 
multiple bridges into one contract. Many of the 
Hudson Valley’s historic truss bridges along the 
east shoreline were built/rebuilt approximately 
110 years ago when the New York Central 
Railroad (NYCRR) increased the number of 
tracks. The bridges are of similar construction 
and materials, which means bundling their 
rehabilitation (design, construction, permitting) 
is not only viable, but would likely result in 
greater efficiencies of time and cost than if the 
bridges were rehabilitated separately. Further, 
the funding sources (federal, state, local, private 
sector) can also be bundled.

It would be a tragedy to lose any of these historic 
bridges due to continued neglect and uncertainty 
over the party responsible for their maintenance 
and repair.

For more information, please refer to the 
documents in Appendix D.

Some of the historic 
bridges have already 
been targeted for 
removal, which is 
unacceptable.
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RECOMMENDATION 4 (MEDIUM-TERM)
Proactively and continually amend NYS Coastal 
Law, Executive Law, or Underwater Lands Law 
for the Hudson River to require preparation and 
implementation of a comprehensive public 
access plan. 

• Use the HRAP as the foundation for the 
comprehensive access plan. 

• Using the HRAP, identify existing locations 
where the public accesses the waterfront, 
and places where new access is needed.

• Recommend best acceptable technology 
to improve public safety at each of the 
existing and new locations.

• With public access as a critical foundation, 
recommend actions to increase 
appropriate revitalization of historic 
riverfront communities.

• Oversee the restoration of historic and 
unique bridges. 

• Legislative language should be clear that 
existing access laws are in full effect until 
new legislation is adopted.

RECOMMENDATION 5 (ONGOING)
Continually evaluate and amend Federal Public 
Law 110-432, Title I and Title ll ,to clarify 
Amtrak’s responsibilities and optimize current 
technology. These strategies and methods 
should maintain, and wherever possible, increase 
the level of existing public access across 
railroad tracks to public waterways.

RECOMMENDATION 6 (ONGOING)
The NYS High Speed Rail Program has been 
prominently located on the home page of 
the NYSDOT website for over 10 years. A 
voluminous Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) was issued early in 2014 by 
NYSDOT and the Federal Rail Administration. 
Many of the recommendations in the DEIS 
have been completed or advanced since 2014, 
including several on the Empire Corridor South 
(essentially Albany to New York City).

The Final Environmental Impact Statement 

Delano’s Footbridge at Poet’s Walk Park
Image: Matthew Fass / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 

Closed pedestrian bridge in Sleepy Hollow
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(FEIS) was issued early in 2023 by NYSDOT and 
the Federal Rail Administration. The estimated 
capital cost of the Preferred Alternative 
(Alternative 90B) is $5.97 billion. 

According to the FEIS, additional infrastructure 
work specific to Alternative 90B includes: a 
new signal system to support the 90-mph 
MAS; bridge modifications; grade crossing 
modifications; etc.

It should be noted that under the Preferred 90-
mph MAS alternative, the rail corridor between 
Poughkeepsie and Albany remains essentially 
unchanged from today’s current operations. 
Physical constraints (river, slopes, national 
historic sites, historic homes, etc.) make it 
virtually impossible to increase the speed. 
Consequently, the DEIS and FEIS focused on 
improved reliability—getting from point A to B on 
time or, in other words, departing and arriving on 
time.

We urge FRA/NYSDOT/Amtrak/CSX and 
NYSDOS to embrace and include the public 
access sites identified in this report, as well as 
provide appropriate state-of-the-art pedestrian 
and vehicle crossing devices at these sites using 
an infinitesimally small amount of the $5.97B. 

RECOMMENDATION 7 (ONGOING)
Use existing and seek additional state 
and federal funds to implement the 
recommendations of the Hudson River Access 
Plan (HRAP). There are a number of state and 
federal funding sources that could be used to 

achieve the objectives of the HRAP. Walkway 
Over the Hudson provided a nationally significant 
example of how to coordinate numerous public 
and private funding sources to realize a major 
accomplishment expeditiously. In a few years, 
the bridge evolved from being a dangerous 
eyesore to a regional icon contributing to 
community revitalization. Funding opportunities 
to implement HRAP recommendations include:

• On November 8, 2022, New Yorkers 
overwhelmingly approved a ballot 
proposition to make $4.2 billion available 
for environmental and community projects. 
State agencies, local governments, and 

Physical constraints 
(river, slopes, national 
historic sites, historic 
homes, etc.) make it 
virtually impossible 
to increase the speed. 
Consequently, the DEIS 
and FEIS focused on 
improved reliability 
(getting from point A to 
point B on time).
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Tier 1 Final EIS Chapter 3 – Alternatives 

 

 

Exhibit 3-15—Alternative 90B (Preferred Alternative) 
 

Page 3-36 High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Program 
New York State Department of Transportation 
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partners can access funding to protect 
water quality, help communities adapt to 
climate change, improve resiliency, and 
create green jobs.

• Bond Act funding will support new and 
expanded projects across the state to 
safeguard drinking water sources, reduce 
pollution, and protect communities and 
natural resources from climate change.

• The community revitalization component 
of the HRAP should be submitted to the 
Capital Region and Mid-Hudson Regional 
Economic Development Councils (REDC) 
for funding consideration. This successful 
program has provided substantial dollars in 
the Hudson Valley for projects that address 
tourism and recreation as it pertains to 
economic development. 

• Municipalities should apply to the NYSDOS 
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 
(LWRP) for grant funding to plan for and 
implement waterfront initiatives, including 
river access, parks, and community 
revitalization.

• Municipalities and not-for-profit 
organizations should seek Hudson River 
Valley Greenway grant funding to provide 
new river access and improve existing 
access. Seek appropriation of federal 
funds through the existing National 
Heritage Corridor authorization.

• NYSDEC and the NYSDEC Hudson River 
Estuary Program offer grant programs.

• Volunteer groups. Amtrak could be 
encouraged to have an “Adopt a Rail” 
program similar to NYSDOT’s Adopt A 
Highway program. Groups, once trained, 
will be able to do shoreline cleanups and 
make modest improvements for fishing, 
kayaking, and enjoying the river.

• Tap into the funding currently available 
through the federal Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, coupled with 
the increased transportation funds in the 
New York State budget to address issues 
such as at-grade crossing upgrades and 
restoring historic bridges.

• Bundled Bridge Program – Create not-
for-profit “friends” groups to assist with 
restoring and maintaining historic bridges, 
preferably using a bundling approach 
that provides economies of scale by 
rehabilitating multiple bridges under one 
contract.

• A commitment from Governor/NYSDOT/
Amtrak to put aside money in the current 
robust rail program to preserve/implement 
river access (historic bridges/at-grade 
crossings). The $5.97B 90B option in the 
FEIS calls for funds for state-of-the-art at-
grade crossings. 

• Encourage continued use of funding from 
the Environmental Protection Fund (EPF). 
Many small communities made great use 
of the funds by creating pocket access 
parks.
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RECOMMENDATION 8 (ONGOING)
Implement and/or expand collaborative education 
programs among all parties (FRA, NYSDOT, 
Amtrak, towns, villages, and schools) to improve 
safety along the railroad corridor. Encourage 
and expand existing programs being sponsored 
by schools and organizations to educate the 
public about the importance of being alert when 
crossing the tracks. Until and after the state-
of-the-art crossing devices are implemented, 
efforts should continue to install signs, provide 
educational programs in schools, and to local 
organizations that stress the importance of 
crossing the tracks safely to access the river. 
These could be similar to programs provided to 
schoolchildren about the importance of safely 
sharing and crossing public highways.

RECOMMENDATION 9 (SHORT)
Implement a safe crossing plan. Develop an 
implementation plan to upgrade safety at ALL 
existing at-grade crossing sites using today’s 
technology. Refer to Recommendation 6 and 
available funding. All crossings should be 
consistent in signage, gates, and site-specific 
fencing, enabling safer crossing behavior by the 
public. The uniqueness of sites should provide 
for variations on standards as necessary to 
“think outside the box” for better solutions.

Conceptual at-grade crossing to and design of Castleton-on-Hudson’s municipal riverfront park 
Image: Village of Castleton-on-Hudson / Courtesy of KaN Landscape Architects
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RECOMMENDATION 10 (SHORT)
Create pilot programs to open closed crossings 
and demonstrate today’s proven technology. For 
example, the Castleton-on-Hudson Riverfront 
Municipal Park has been fenced off and 
unavailable for access and use for nearly 30 
years. Work on the Pilot Program should begin 
immediately, and design, construction, and 
evaluation completed as soon as possible to 
provide the village with its only shoreline access.

In addition, NYS, the Village of Tivoli, and CSX 
should revisit the agreement that requires the 
construction of a pedestrian overpass upon 
completion of a riverfront park at the foot of 
Diana Street. The overpass would discourage 
public access and inhibit the park’s ability to 
accommodate the hand-launching of rooftop 
boats, kayaks, and canoes. In addition, it would 
consume valuable land that could be used for 
water-related recreational purposes. Further, 
neighbors have raised concerns about the visual 
impact of the overpass. Finally, the cost of the 
overpass would impose a financial burden on 
the village. Since that agreement was signed, 
new technology exists that could provide safe, 
at-grade pedestrian access across the railroad 
to the shoreline. This has been identified by the 
village as a priority.

RECOMMENDATION 11 (ONGOING)
Assist communities to capitalize on river 
access as an economic driver for community 
revitalization. Numerous plans along the 285 
miles of shoreline currently rely on access as 
a tool for community revitalization. Such plans 
include the Regional Economic Development 
Plans; NYS Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
(which is benefiting the City of Hudson 
through a $10-million grant; municipal long-
range plans), Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Programs (LWRPs), other documented efforts of 
municipal Waterfront Advisory Committees, and 
Comprehensive Plans.

Economic centers with proximity to the river can 
be more readily revitalized and would directly 
benefit from cooperation by NYSDOT, Amtrak, 
and CSX to secure, upgrade, and maintain 
access (see Site Sheets).

Encourage continued use of EPF funds. Many 
small communities made great use of the funds 
by creating pocket access parks.

Develop an 
implementation plan 
to upgrade safety at 
ALL existing at-grade 
crossing sites using 
today’s technology. 
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RECOMMENDATION 12 (SHORT)
Existing signs at a number of riverfront parks 
and conserved lands need to be updated, 
combined, and/or retired.

Uniform signage is important to optimize the 
public’s experience.

Many of these areas are comprised of two or 
more individual parcels that were acquired by 
different organizations or agencies over a period 
of time, and subsequently made contiguous. 
While it is quite understandable how this 
patchwork of ownership and management 
evolved, the typical user can be left with a 
confusing array of signs, or lack thereof, as 
they access the river at these locations. We 
recommend that coordinated signage be 
developed for adjacent parcels owned and/or 
maintained by different organizations. 

The NYS EPF program has been a great asset 
in creating river access opportunities over the 
years. However, many of the NYS EPF large 
metal funding signs for parks created through 
NYS EPF funding are significantly worn and 
faded, and have become eyesores. Future EPF 
grants should indicate a sign “retirement” date. 
The older signs should be permanently removed 
and the metal recycled.

Westchester RiverWalk in Pierson Park in Tarrytown 
Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 

Worn and faded signs should be replaced when needed
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RECOMMENDATION 13 (SHORT)
The Public Trust Doctrine is often referenced 
in public discussions. How to implement it is 
not always clear. To continue building public 
momentum, and build clarity about an important 
legal/planning tool, consider conducting 
workshops to provide a forum for learning more 
about and implementing it in the Hudson River 
Valley, including each specific site. Advancing 
other legal or planning principles might also 
benefit from this approach.

RECOMMENDATION 14 (ONGOING)
It would be efficient to periodically gather the 
organizations responsible for specific actions 
across numerous access sites and review 
successes and memorialize actions that work, 
improvements to specific actions, and next 
shared steps.

People strolling at Scenic Hudson RiverWalk Park at Tarrytown
Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 
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RECOMMENDATION 15 (ONGOING)
Encourage natural stabilization and 
sustainable shoreline design in future 
waterfront projects.

The Hudson River Sustainable Shorelines 
Project, described in Chapter 5 under 
Shoreline Stabilization, should be expanded 
to many of the Hudson River Access 
Sites that are vulnerable to flooding 
and shoreline erosion. At least five of 
the existing HRAP sites have already 
participated in this program and serve as 
case studies for future projects. 

It is important to note that sea level rise 
will impact many of the access sites 
documented in this report. Many are 
projected to be underwater in the next 
50 to 100 years without mitigation; while 
other access sites may emerge with the 
change in river levels. State agencies and 
environmental groups should continue 
to work together to assess impacts and 
determine where and when stabilization 
or other mitigation measures should be 
implemented.

Shoreline stabilization at Habirshaw Park in Yonkers

Shoreline stabilization at Long Dock Park
Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 



4 MULTI-SITE 
INITIATIVES

Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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MULTI-SITE INITIATIVES
This chapter provides an overview of initiatives that cover multiple sites along the Hudson River. These 
include broad policies or programs that impact access in general or multiple sites.

LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM
The Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP), administered by the New York State Department 
of State (NYSDOS), has a direct correlation to this study and therefore can have a significant influence 
on current and future Hudson River access. Information regarding the NYSDOS-administered LWRP can 
be found at the link in Appendix D.

OVERVIEW
New York State’s approach to managing waterfront areas recognizes that while the state government 
can promote development and provide protection for critical resources and environments, 
municipalities are in the best position to determine their own waterfront objectives and to adapt to 
statewide approaches to specific local needs. Thus, the NYSDOS encourages waterfront communities 
to prepare LWRPs. By preparing an LWRP, community stakeholders have the opportunity to evaluate 
local waterfront resources, develop goals and a comprehensive strategy for the best use of those 
resources, propose future projects, and adopt a local program that will guide appropriate development.

PURPOSE
The LWRP must plan for long-term land and water uses and specify the legal techniques for 
implementation. The LWRP ensures that local land and water uses are appropriate for unique local 
conditions. Implemented through local laws, the LWRP is a local planning tool that allows communities 
to refine state coastal policies so they are applicable to local situations. Generally, coastal policies: 

• Assure that new waterfront development is well-designed and sited. 

• Provide for public access to the water. 

• Prevent the displacement of essential water-dependent uses (recreational, commercial, and 
industrial) by uses that do not require a waterfront location, particularly residential and retail. 

• Bring land-use regulations into better conformity with the objectives of state regulations for the 
protection of natural areas. 

• Assure that new development is designed to reduce impacts from the natural forces of flooding, 
erosion, and rising water levels.



45

Multi-Site Initiatives

CONTENT
The LWRP document describes the 
municipality’s program for the management of 
its waterfront resources. 

• Statement of goals and objectives 

• Boundaries of the waterfront revitalization 
area and harbor management area 

• Inventory and analysis of existing 
conditions 

• Local waterfront revitalization policies 
to guide future actions of all levels of 
government 

• Proposed land and water uses (including 
harbor management plan) and proposed 
projects 

• Techniques for local implementation of the 
program, including local laws pertaining to 
consistency review 

• State and federal actions and programs 
likely to affect implementation 

• Local commitment and consultation with 
other affected federal, state, regional and 
local agencies 

• Supporting information, including 
guidelines for notification and review, and 
harbor management 

BENEFITS
Some of the benefits of completing an LWRP and 
receiving state and federal approvals include: 

• Identification of a clear and consensus-
driven direction for appropriate future 
development of the waterfront

• Establishment of long-term state-local 
partnerships for planning, technical 
assistance, and advice

• Review of actions that affect the local 
waterfront area

• Technical assistance from the DOS

• Lays the groundwork for increased 
opportunities to apply for financial 
assistance from state funding sources to 
implement an LWRP

Westchester RiverWalk in Tarrytown 
Image: Robert Rodriguez / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 
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CONSISTENCY
The LWRP must be consistent with the state 
coastal policies, be supported by adequate local 
legal authority, identify specific state actions 
necessary for implementation of the program, 
and achieve the waterfront revitalization 
objectives of the New York State Waterfront 
Revitalization of Coastal Areas and Inland 
Waterways Law (Waterfront Act). 

MORE SPECIFICS:
New York State developed its Coastal 
Management Program (CMP) to promote the 
beneficial use of, and to prevent impairment of, 
the state’s natural and cultural coastal resources, 
and to appropriately manage major activities 
that have substantial effects on these coastal 
resources. The CMP was developed pursuant 
to the federal Coastal Zone Management 
Act of 1972 (CZMA). It provides a framework 
for government decision-making concerning 
proposed activities with effects in New York’s 
coastal area. Federal and state agencies 
must adhere to the policies of the CMP. The 
state Legislature enacted the New York State 
Waterfront Revitalization of Coastal Areas 
and Inland Waterways Law (the Waterfront 
Act) to provide the means and incentives for 
municipalities to prepare and implement LWRPs 
for their waterfronts located within the state’s 
coastal area. The Waterfront Act invites the 
voluntary participation of local governments to 
develop a unique local waterfront revitalization 
plan and refine the CMP policies. 

An LWRP is a comprehensive land- and water-
use program that expresses a vision for the 

waterfront area and provides the means 
to achieve that vision. An LWRP is the only 
planning and regulatory tool that allows a local 
community to refine statewide coastal policies 
to apply to the local situation. LWRPs may be 
prepared by municipalities in the State Coastal 
Area or along designated inland waterways. 
A new or amended LWRP is reviewed by local, 
state, and federal agencies. Once approved, it 
becomes the basis for aligning local, state, and 
federal actions needed to achieve community 
goals for the waterfront. This is extraordinary 
authority available to a municipal government 
given the sovereignty of the state and federal 
governments. Once the LWRP is approved, 
both state and local agencies must align their 
proposed actions with the LWRP policies. 
Competitive funding through New York State’s 
Environmental Protection Fund (Title 11) is 
available to support the development of LWRPs. 

By preparing an LWRP, community stakeholders 
have the opportunity to evaluate local waterfront 
resources, develop goals and a comprehensive 
strategy for the best use of those resources, 
identify ways in which the community can 
reduce risk to community assets and make 
them more resilient to future threats and natural 
disasters, propose future land and water uses, 
and put in place a local program that will 
guide the community in attracting appropriate 
development to the waterfront area while 
planning for sustainability. LWRPs also provide 
the organizational structure, local laws, and 
projects to achieve the program. 
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The Policies section of the LWRP is extremely 
important, since the future actions of all levels 
of government—local, state, and federal—will be 
guided by the policies contained in the LWRP. 
The approved LWRP replaces the State Coastal 
Management Program within the WRA, allowing 
for coordination between local governments and 
state and federal agencies to effectively manage 
the coastal resources within the WRA. 

Coastal policies are enforceable statements 
that support the goals of promoting the 
beneficial use of coastal resources, preventing 
their impairment, or addressing major 
activities that substantially affect numerous 
resources, representing a balance between 
economic development and preservation. The 
State Coastal Management Program (CMP) 
contains 44 policies established to address 
the entire 3,200 miles of New York’s extremely 
diverse coastline. By preparing an LWRP, local 
communities have the opportunity to refine the 
state coastal policy explanations and elaborate 
on how they apply to the local waterfront 
revitalization area, effectively adapting a 
state program to local needs and objectives. 
Communities may accomplish this by adding 
relevant information specific to the community 
to the explanations that follow each policy. 

All of the 44 coastal policies apply to the coastal 
areas along the Hudson River. However the 
following policies directly apply to and impact 
public access to the Hudson River: 

• Policy 1: Restore, revitalize, and redevelop 
deteriorated and underutilized waterfront 
areas for commercial, industrial, cultural, 
recreational, and other compatible uses

• Policy 2: Facilitate the siting of water 

dependent uses and facilities on or 
adjacent to coastal waters

• Policy 5: Encourage the location of 
development in areas where public 
services and facilities essential to such 
development are adequate

 » Increase the productivity of existing 
public services and moderate the 
need to provide new public services 
in outlying areas

 » Preserve open space in sufficient 
amounts and where desirable

 » Foster energy conservation by 
encouraging proximity between 
home, work, and leisure activities

• Policy 9: Expand recreational use of fish 
and wildlife resources in coastal areas by 
increasing access to existing resources, 
supplementing existing stocks, and 
developing new resources

• Policy 19: Protect, maintain, and increase 
the level and types of access to public 
water related recreation resources and 
facilities

• Policy 20: Access to the publicly-owned 
foreshore and to lands immediately 
adjacent to the foreshore or the water’s 
edge that are publicly-owned shall be 
provided and it shall be provided in a 
manner compatible with adjoining uses

• Policy 21: Water dependent and water 
enhanced recreation will be encouraged 
and facilitated, and will be given priority 
over non-water-related uses along the 
coast
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• Policy 22: Development when located 
adjacent to the shore will provide for water-
related recreation whenever such use is 
compatible with reasonably anticipated 
demand for such activities, and is 
compatible with the primary purpose of the 
development

Policy 19 is directly related to protecting 
and maintaining public access. NYSDOS 
recommends reviewing all of the policies and 
their explanations to gain a more thorough 
understanding of each policy. Additional 
guidance for determining consistency with this 
policy, provided by NYSDOS, includes: 

The existing access from adjacent or proximate 
public lands or facilities to public water related 
recreation resources and facilities shall not be 
reduced, nor shall the possibility of increasing 
access in the future from adjacent or proximate 

public lands or facilities to public water related 
recreation resources and facilities be eliminated, 
unless in the latter case, estimates of future use 
of these resources and facilities are too low to 
justify maintaining or providing increased public 
access, or unless such actions are found to be 
necessary by the public body having jurisdiction 
over such access as the result of a reasonable 
justification of the need to meet system-wide 
objectives.

Within the study area, 30 municipalities have 
approved LWRPs, while 15 have draft LWRPs. 
The latter include Catskill (V), Coeymans (T), 
Cold Spring (V), Cortlandt (T)/Buchanan (V), 
Coxsackie (V), Germantown (T), Hastings-
on-Hudson (V), Hudson (C), Hyde Park (T), 
New Baltimore (T), Tarrytown (V), Troy (C), 
Poughkeepsie (C), and Yonkers (C). 

References: 

https://dos.ny.gov/developing-revitalization-
program
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/
documents/2021/09/lwrp-preparation-guidance_
final_9_1_21.pdf
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/
documents/2020/02/coastalpolicies.pdf

Policy 19: Protect, 
maintain, and 
increase the level and 
types of access to 
public water related 
recreation resources 
and facilities.

https://dos.ny.gov/developing-revitalization-program
https://dos.ny.gov/developing-revitalization-program
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/09/lwrp-preparation-guidance_final_9_1_21.pdf
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/09/lwrp-preparation-guidance_final_9_1_21.pdf
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/09/lwrp-preparation-guidance_final_9_1_21.pdf
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/02/coastalpolicies.pdf
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/02/coastalpolicies.pdf
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HUDSON RIVER VALLEY 
GREENWAY
Created in 1991 through state Law, the Hudson 
River Valley Greenway (HRVG/the Greenway) is 
a unique state agency created to assist with the 
development of a voluntary regional strategy 
for preserving scenic, natural, historic, cultural, 
and recreational resources while encouraging 
compatible economic development and 
maintaining the tradition of home rule for land 
use decision making. The HRVG has been a 
driving force in improving people’s access to the 
Hudson River for over three decades.

GREENWAY AREA
The Greenway Area encompasses both riverside 
communities (those with physical access to 
the river) and countryside communities (those 
without physical access to the Hudson River) 
in the following 12 counties: Albany, Columbia, 
Dutchess, Greene, Orange, Putnam, Rensselaer, 
Rockland, Saratoga, Ulster, Washington, 
Westchester. It also includes the riverfront 
portions only of Bronx and New York counties.

ELIGIBILITY AND PARTICIPATION
All communities within the Greenway Area, with 
the exception of the inland portions of Bronx 
and New York counties and Greene County 
communities within the Catskill Park, are eligible 
to participate in the Greenway. To do so, an 
eligible community must first pass a resolution 
indicating its interest in becoming a designated 
Greenway Community. Once the resolution is 
received by HRVG and approved by its Board, 
the municipality is identified as a “Greenway 
Community” and is eligible for grant funding and 
free technical assistance. Currently, 285 of the 
324 communities within the Greenway Area have 
passed resolutions in support of designation as 
Greenway Communities. 

Long Dock Park provides an opportunity to actually dip a toe in the water
Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 
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GREENWAY COMPACT 
COMMUNITIES 
The Greenway planning approach encourages 
communities to think regionally and plan locally. 
It includes physical connections and linkages 
between communities for local and regional 
benefit. Additionally, it extends beyond physical 
linkages to encourage voluntary regional 
cooperation among the communities and 
counties of the Hudson River Valley to address 
issues of collective concern and promote 
mutually beneficial regional approaches.

The Greenway Compact program takes 
community planning one step further by 
providing a process for voluntary regional 
cooperation to further the five Greenway criteria 
of natural and cultural resource protection, 
regional planning, economic development, 
public access, and heritage and environmental 
education.

The Greenway has designated the counties as 
the basic planning areas for the development 

References: 

https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/greenway-area-
map
https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/community-
planning

of the Greenway Compact. Each compact area 
will develop a regional planning compact that 
addresses the Greenway’s five criteria as well 
as the incorporation of provisions to identify 
development of regional impact and areas of 
regional concern, identification of necessary 
public facilities, and infrastructure consistent 
with the Greenway criteria. 

The voluntary participation of municipalities 
in county compacts preserves local decision-
making authority while providing expanded 
opportunities for regional cooperation. Public 
and community participation in the development 
of county Greenway plans is critical to their 
success. Greenway compacts reflect the 
concerns of local communities and provide a 
regional context for local planning efforts. 

Five counties (Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, 
Rockland, Westchester) have completed the 
regional compact process and developed 
compacts for communities in their counties. The 
Greenway Council has approved each of these 
compacts and 59 communities within the five 
counties have adopted them. 

This happy angler has landed a catfish
Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 

https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/greenway-area-map
https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/greenway-area-map
https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/community-planning
https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/community-planning
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HUDSON RIVER VALLEY 
GREENWAY TRAILS
In 1991 the HRVG was created in part to 
establish a network of multi-use trails along both 
sides of the Hudson River. Today the Greenway 
is working to create a system of trails from the 
Greenway’s northern borders, of Saratoga and 
Washington counties, to Manhattan. The HRVG 
Trail System consists of two main components: 
a land trail and a water trail for paddling and 
boating. A major on-road bicycle route included 
in the land trail is Bike Route 9, which runs north 
and south. In June 2023, the HRVG released 
an online, interactive Greenway Trail System 
Map using ArcGIS to illustrate and highlight the 
expansive network of designated Greenway trails 
throughout the Hudson Valley. (See Appendix D). 

DESIGNATED LAND TRAIL
The HRVG aims to help communities and trail 
groups establish a system of trails that link 
cultural and historic sites, parks, open spaces, 
and community centers, as well as providing 
public access to the Hudson River.

The goals of the Greenway Land Trail Program 
are to:

• Coordinate the designation and creation 
of a hiking/biking/paddling trail network, 
known as the HRVG Trail System, which 
provides physical and visual access to the 
Hudson River where possible;

• Promote and preserve the Hudson Valley’s 
recreational, scenic, natural, cultural, 
historic, and agricultural resources through 
carefully planned trail linkages and access 
sites;

• Foster a community-driven, voluntary 
process for establishing and designating 
trails;

• Encourage the development of local trails 
that link to the Greenway Trail System and 
major trail corridors, forming larger area 
and regional networks;

• Support and encourage volunteer trail 
stewardship efforts;

• Enhance trails awareness and advocacy in 
the region;

• Contribute to the economic development 
of the Hudson Valley’s communities 
by creating trails, which support local 
businesses, complement tourism efforts, 
and make the valley a better place to live 
and work;

• Ensure that local communities have the 
tools they need to plan and develop trails 
through a program of technical assistance 
and grants.

Bike rider on the Hudson River Brickyard Trail, a 
component of the Empire State Trail 
Image: Matthew Fass / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 
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HRVG END-TO-END TRAIL
Since its creation in 1991, the Greenway 
has assisted communities and trail groups 
throughout the Hudson Valley in the 
establishment of a diverse network of trails 
that connect resources such as riverfront 
parks, historic sites, nature preserves, schools, 
residential areas, train stations, and city/village 
business districts, as well as providing public 
access to the Hudson River.

The EST, completed in 2020, spans 750 miles, 
from New York City through the Hudson and 
Champlain valleys to Canada, and from Albany 
to Buffalo along the Erie Canal. The completion 
of the EST includes the completion of a single 
interconnected HRVG Trail Route from Battery 
Park in Manhattan to Whitehall in Washington 
County.

GREENWAY TRAIL DESIGNATION
The goal of Greenway Trail Designation 
is to recognize and continue the support 
of local efforts to provide much-needed 
recreational opportunities within Hudson Valley 
communities. Communities and organizations 
may request designation of their trail as a part 
of the Greenway Trail System by filling out a Trail 
Designation Nomination form and submitting 
the required information to the Greenway Trails 
Director. The request for designation must 
include a detailed map of the trail, letters of 
support from all landowners, and a description 
of the trail management plan. In some cases, 
Greenway staff may conduct a site visit. The 
Greenway Board of Directors will vote on the 
nomination to make the designation official.

Designation of the Greenway Land Trail System 
has a number of benefits:

• Competitive advantage for certain New 
York State grants. Projects to develop and 
improve the Greenway Trail System are listed 
as a fundable category and/or key initiative 
under the New York State Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan, New York State 
Trails Plan, New York State Open Space 
Plan and the Hudson River Estuary Program 
Action Agenda. 

• Competitive advantage for Greenway 
Conservancy Small Grants Program. As one 
of the Greenway’s key missions, the Grants 
Review Committee highly rates projects that 
extend, enhance, interpret and/or protect 
designated trails and their associated 
resources.

• Heightened local and regional recognition (if 
desired) of the site as an important regional 
resource for recreation and exploration of 
the natural and cultural history of the Hudson 
River Valley. 

The Long Path running through Tallman Mountain State Park
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HUDSON RIVER GREENWAY WATER 
TRAIL
One of the most effective and enjoyable ways to 
access the Hudson River and its shoreline is the 
Hudson River Greenway Water Trail (Water Trail), 
a National Water Trail that is open to recreational 
paddlers of all experience levels. With more than 
100 designated access sites, the Water Trail is 
easily accessible to local and visiting paddlers. 
North American Water Trails, Inc., a coalition of 
North American water trail organizations, has 
defined a modern water trail as “a recreational 
waterway on a river, lake, or ocean between 
specific sites, containing access sites and day 
use sites and campsites for the boating public.”

One of the responsibilities of the HRVG is to 
promote access to the Hudson River that may be 
visual (scenic overlooks) or physical: land-based 
(waterfront parks and trails), or water-based 
(boating, swimming, fishing). The Greenway is 
providing the latter by developing the Water Trail.

The Water Trail was developed with the goal 
of providing one or more designated launches 
and take-outs (access sites) every 10 miles 
along both shores of the river; a series of 
campsites every 15 miles that promote multi-
day excursions on the river; and access to as 
many day-use attractions as possible. Day use 
attractions vary from wildlife marshes, islands, 
and swamps to historic sites, downtowns, and 
hiking trails. The Water Trail website includes an 
interactive map and “plan your trip” feature that 
includes launches, tidal information, and real-
time weather.

• Enhanced public visibility (if desired) on 
the state and national levels for trails and 
sites through HRVG and National Heritage 
Area publications, events, projects, and 
programs.

In addition to these benefits, being a part of 
the Greenway Trail means being a part of a 
larger regional trail effort, in collaboration with 
neighboring communities and organizations. 
The Greenway trail links historic sites, parks, 
downtown areas, and open spaces, connecting 
residents and visitors to the resources of the 
Hudson Valley.

HUDSON RIVER VALLEY GREENWAY 
TRAIL CONNECTIONS PLAN
Through the efforts of the HRVG and its partners 
over 29 years, the dream of creating a world-
class trail system has been realized with the 
EST. This statewide trail system connects New 
York City north to the Canadian border and from 
Albany west to Buffalo, in a trail system that is 
one of the longest shared-use paths in the world. 
The foundation for the EST in the Hudson River 
Valley was summarized in the Greenway Trail 
Connections Plan, which began by connecting 
existing and ongoing projects throughout 
the valley. The HRVG Trail was completed on 
December 31, 2020, and runs from Battery Park 
in Manhattan north to Whitehall, Washington 
County, at the head of Lake Champlain.
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WATER TRAIL SITES
Access Sites are places where kayaks and 
canoes may be launched into or taken from the 
water. There are currently about 118 Access 
Sites along the Water Trail; the ultimate goal is to 
have one or more every 10 miles (or less) along 
both shores of the river. Designated Water Trail 
sites are noted on the Hudson River Access Plan 
maps and relevant Site Sheets included in this 
study. Of the 118 Access Sites, 92 are within the 
HRAP study area. 

DESIGNATION
In addition to providing an opportunity for 
communities to afford access to the Hudson River, 
the Water Trail also connects to land trails that 
together highlight the tremendous recreational 
asset that is the Hudson River Greenway Trail 
System. Among the benefits associated with 
becoming a designated Water Trail site is the 
opportunity to promote a site to a wider audience 
of potential visitors. Designation can be received 
through completing a form through the Hudson 
River Valley Greenway website.

References: 

https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/trails
https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/land-trail
https://hudsonrivergreenwaywatertrail.org/index.
php
https://hudsonrivergreenwaywatertrail.org/about-
faqs

Kayaks at the Mayor’s Cup
Image: Robert Rodriguez, Jr / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org 

https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/trails
https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/land-trail
https://hudsonrivergreenwaywatertrail.org/index.php
https://hudsonrivergreenwaywatertrail.org/index.php
https://hudsonrivergreenwaywatertrail.org/about-faqs
https://hudsonrivergreenwaywatertrail.org/about-faqs
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HUDSON RIVER VALLEY HERITAGE AREA
MAURICE D. HINCHEY HUDSON RIVER VALLEY NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA
The Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area was designated by Congress in 1996 to recognize the 
importance to our country of the history and resources of this region. These resources are represented 
through the themes of Freedom & Dignity, Nature & Culture, and Corridor of Commerce. The cities, 
towns, and rural landscapes of the region display exceptional surviving physical resources spanning 
four centuries. The entire HRAP area falls within this National Heritage Area.

The mission of the National Heritage Area program is to recognize, preserve, and promote the natural 
and cultural resources of the Hudson River Valley. Creating access to the Hudson River and its shoreline 
is an important component of this program. This will be accomplished through a voluntary partnership 
with communities and citizens, and local, state, and federal agencies emphasizing public access, 
economic development, regional planning, and interpretive programs. Through a partnership with 
the National Park Service, the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area collaborates to interpret, 
preserve, and celebrate the nationally significant cultural and natural resources of the Hudson River 
Valley. In this way, public stewardship is encouraged for these resources as well as economic activity at 
the local and regional level. The Heritage Area is managed by the Hudson River Valley Greenway.

The Maurice D. Hinchey Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area includes 250 communities in 10 
counties bordering the Hudson River for 154 miles of tidal estuary. This area is approximately three 
million acres of Hudson Highlands, Catskill Mountains, rolling farmland, as well as compact villages, 
small cities, and hamlets. The region extends from the confluence of the Mohawk and Hudson rivers, 
south to the northern border of New York City. It includes the counties of Albany, Rensselaer, Columbia, 
Greene, Ulster, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Westchester, and Rockland, along with the Village of 
Waterford in Saratoga County. 

In addition,108 places have been designated as Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area sites. 
Several of these are on the Hudson’s shoreline and provide river access: Saugerties Lighthouse, Hudson 
River Maritime Museum, Staatsburgh State Historic Site, West Point Foundry Preserve, Bear Mountain 
State Park, and Stony Point Battlefield State Historic Park.

In March 2019, the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area was officially renamed the Maurice 
D. Hinchey Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area, in honor of the late Congressman who wrote 
the legislation creating it in 1996. Rep. Hinchey served in the NYS Assembly before he was elected to 
Congress. In the Assembly, he wrote and sponsored the legislation that created the Hudson River Valley 
Greenway in 1991.

References: 

https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/hudson-river-valley-national-heritage-area
https://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/

https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/hudson-river-valley-national-heritage-area
https://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/
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HUDSON EAGLES RECREATION AREA
The following are excerpts from a June 16, 2022, article by John Lipscomb of Riverkeeper: “A new 
park is taking shape along the Hudson that is extraordinary, and unlike any other. The river is not just 
the backdrop, or the scenery around the park. The river – a wild stretch of the upper estuary between 
Albany and Kingston – is itself the park. Named the Hudson Eagles Recreation Area, it’s a truly grand 
initiative by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to improve 
resiliency and enhance connections to waterfront communities. Once implemented, the Recreation 
Area will foster much greater access and public appreciation for the wild, northern third of the 
Hudson River Estuary. That, in turn, will build greater public awareness and support for much needed 
environmental and ecological protection.

“A $3.2 million project to revitalize the Coxsackie State Boat Launch and Riverside Park on the Hudson 
River in Greene County, opened in time for Memorial Day Weekend, was the first to be renewed under 
the Hudson Eagles Recreation Area. Under the initiative, four additional state boat facilities Schodack 
Island State Park, Crailo State Historic Site, Athens State Boat Launch, and Hudson State Boat Launch 
will receive upgrades, expanding access for boating, fishing, and wildlife observation. The $4.2 billion 
Clean Water, Clean Air, and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act, approved by voters in November 
2022, will fund further improvements. The Hudson Eagles Recreation Area is an extraordinary initiative, 
reminiscent of the grand vision over a century ago that led to the creation of the Palisades Interstate 
Park farther south. This park will help bring the Hudson River the recognition, protection, funding and 
habitat restoration it so needs and deserves.”
References: 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-32-million-project-upgrade-coxsackie-
state-boat-launch-and-riverside

Coxsackie waterfront
Image: NYSOPRHP 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-32-million-project-upgrade-coxsackie-stat
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-32-million-project-upgrade-coxsackie-stat
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CLIMATE CHANGE
SEA LEVEL RISE
The Hudson River is an extension of the Atlantic 
Ocean, a 150-mile-long estuary that stretches 
from the Narrows in New York Harbor to the 
Federal Dam at Troy. Sea level along the entire 
estuary is thus linked to any changes in water 
levels in the Atlantic and around the globe. Over 
the past century, sea level on the Hudson has 
risen about a foot — more precisely about 2.8 
mm (0.11 in) per year — a rate greater than the 
global average. In recent decades, the rate of 
sea level rise has accelerated, averaging about 
4.5 mm (0.18 in) per year since 1991. The best 
data available indicates that we can expect the 
Hudson’s water levels to continue rising six feet 
or more by the end of this century, and perhaps 
that much again during the next century. 

Over 9,000 acres of riverfront lands lie within 
the expanding reach of daily high tides, 
threatening both the most critical river habitats 
and approximately 3,600 households and 
6,900 people. Accompanying shifts of flood-
prone areas will put approximately 6,400 more 
households and 12,200 people at greater risk 
from damaging storm surges and floodwaters. 
At the same time, the most critical habitats 
of the Hudson River ecosystem — the 13,000 
acres of tidal wetlands and shallow water 
vegetation beds — will be increasingly stressed 
by rising water levels. As both a mission-driven 
organization and a stakeholder owning over 
1,000 acres of protected lands along the river’s 
edge, Scenic Hudson is working to catalyze 
long-range planning for sea level rise along the 
estuary. Two different tools have been developed 
to provide information related to sea level rise.

• Sea Level Rise Mapper: An interactive map 
showing the estimated water depth for 
each increment of sea level rise

• Protecting the Pathways: An interactive 
guide to preserving our tidal wetlands in 
the face of sea level rise

The Columbia University Hudson River Flood 
Mapper also displays social vulnerability and 
infrastructure along the river. 

STORMS
Beyond sea level rise, the frequency and 
intensity of storms is increasing and expected 
to continue. Existing flood zone areas are 
anticipated to flood more frequently. At the 
same time, water levels will rise, causing an 
increase in the depth of existing areas as well as 
in the number of areas that experience flooding. 
Precipitation is becoming more variable and 
extreme, meaning there are more heavy rainfall 
events intermixed with drier periods. In fact, 
major rainfall events (over 1” in 24 hours) have 
increased 74% between the periods of 1950-
1979 and 1980-2009. A 100-year storm is 
equivalent to a 1% probability. The probability is 
expected to increase two to three times by 2050. 

Temperatures are estimated to rise between 4 
and 6 degrees in the Hudson Valley by 2050. 
Also by 2050, precipitation is estimated to 
increase 3 to 12%, with the days with greater 
than 1” of rain increasing by 1 to 6 days a year. 
These projections are from the Responding 
to Climate Change in New York State CimAID 
Report written in 2011 and updated in 2014. The 
state of New York officially adopted the sea-
level rise projections in 2017 for consideration in 
funding and permitting decisions.

http://www.scenichudson.org/slr/mapper
https://www.scenichudson.org/our-work/climate/sea-level-rise/
http://www.ciesin.columbia.edu/hudson-river-flood-map/
http://www.ciesin.columbia.edu/hudson-river-flood-map/
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SHORELINE STABILIZATION 
Shore zones are vital habitat for multiple life 
stages of many fish, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
and invertebrates. Different shore zones provide 
different kinds and levels of habitat, and when 
aggregated, can significantly influence life in 
the Hudson River ecosystem. Organic matter 
washed onto shore (known as “wrack”) is an 
important component of shoreline ecosystems, 
providing habitat for invertebrates, soil and 
organic matter, and nutrients to both the upland 
terrestrial communities and aquatic ecosystem. 
Shore zones are also vitally important to 
humans. Since the beginning of civilization, 
they have been used for transportation and 
agriculture; as a source of water; for waste 
disposal; to harvest plants, animals, and 
geologic resources; for recreation, scenic, 
and spiritual inspiration; and more recently, as 
desirable sites to build homes, businesses, and 
factories. Healthy shore zones provide many 
benefits: habitat for multiple species; high 
plant-production that is a source of food for 
animals on the land and in the water; capture of 
nutrients and toxins from the land; absorption of 
wave energy; improvement of water quality; and 
pathways for plants and animals to disperse or 
move.

The Hudson shoreline, by definition the edge 
of the river, spans more than 300 miles, 
including lands along the river itself and its tidal 
tributaries. 41% of this shoreline is engineered, 
including 29% for the railroad. Typical examples 
of engineered shorelines include bulkheads, 
vertical structures made of steel, concrete, or 
wood; revetment, a sloping structure made 

of rock, rip-rap, solid concrete, or interlocking 
blocks that armors the shore slope or bank; 
and timber cribbing, a box-like arrangement of 
interlocking logs or timbers used to form a “crib” 
that is filled with broken rock. About 47% of the 
river has natural shoreline, and 12% is degraded, 
engineered structures.

To enhance habitat value, scientists recommend 
that shoreline managers add complexity to the 
designs of engineered shorelines by adding 
vegetation, different materials, and surface 
roughness, and minimizing vertical slopes and 
avoiding long, straight stretches. Complexity 
of shoreline surfaces usually supports more 
species and ecological functions than simple 
designs.

The Hudson River Sustainable Shorelines Project 
is a long-term initiative dedicated to the use of 
nature-based shoreline management practices 
on the New York portion of the river’s coast. It 
provides science-based information on the best 
options for preserving coastal natural features 
and functions through shoreline stabilization 
projects. Seed funding has come from the 
National Estuarine Research Reserve System 
Science Collaborative. Current projects include:

Shoreline Assessment: The Hudson River 
National Estuarine Research Reserve leads 
a long-term monitoring program to evaluate 
the ecological and physical performance 
of sustainable shoreline projects within its 
demonstration site network. It uses data from 
this assessment to develop and share best 
management practices with partners in the 
region and beyond.
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Priority Shoreline Inventory: This inventory 
uses geographical information systems (GIS) 
to identify candidate locations for sustainable 
shorelines demonstration projects. It identifies 
sites and collects field data to assess the need 
to replace or maintain existing hard shoreline 
structures and the opportunity to incorporate 
sustainable shoreline practices to enhance 
habitat value and ecosystem resiliency.

Sustainable shorelines are designed using 
nature-based features and practices and 
managed to promote coastal resilience. Their 
many benefits include:

• Cost-efficient erosion control and shoreline 
stabilization

• Absorption of energy from waves and 
currents

• Habitat for a diversity of native species

• Carbon sequestration to mitigate climate 
change

• Pathways for wetland migration as the 
climate changes

• Cleaner water through filtration of polluted 
runoff

The existing HRAP sites have already 
participated in this program and are used as 
case studies for future projects. 

• Coxsackie Boat Launch

• Ferry Landing 

• Gays Point

• Athens 4th Street Kayak Launch

• Esopus Meadows Preserve

• Dockside Park

• Foundry Dock Park

• Haverstraw Bay Park

• Nyack Beach State Park

• Scenic Hudson Park at Irvington

• Habirshaw Park at Beczak Environmental 
Center

References

Shorelines Project website: https://hrnerr.org/
sustainable-shorelines/

DEC Shorelines Habitat: 

• https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/87653.html

• https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/remediation_
hudson_pdf/ccinthehvms.pdf

Cornell: https://cals.cornell.edu/water-resources-
institute/watersheds/hudson-river-estuary/
climate-change/resources-adapting/climate-
projections-hudson-valley

Riverkeeper: https://www.riverkeeper.org/
campaigns/climate-impacts/

https://hrnerr.org/sustainable-shorelines/
https://hrnerr.org/sustainable-shorelines/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/87653.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/remediation_hudson_pdf/ccinthehvms.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/remediation_hudson_pdf/ccinthehvms.pdf
https://cals.cornell.edu/water-resources-institute/watersheds/hudson-river-estuary/climate-change/resources-adapting/climate-projections-hudson-valley
https://cals.cornell.edu/water-resources-institute/watersheds/hudson-river-estuary/climate-change/resources-adapting/climate-projections-hudson-valley
https://cals.cornell.edu/water-resources-institute/watersheds/hudson-river-estuary/climate-change/resources-adapting/climate-projections-hudson-valley
https://cals.cornell.edu/water-resources-institute/watersheds/hudson-river-estuary/climate-change/resources-adapting/climate-projections-hudson-valley
https://www.riverkeeper.org/campaigns/climate-impacts/
https://www.riverkeeper.org/campaigns/climate-impacts/
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I-787 DOWNTOWN ALBANY
NYSDOT has begun a significant study of 
Hudson River access in the downtown Albany 
area. The three-year $5.35M contract to 
reimagine the future of Interstate 787 was 
approved on April 14, 2023. There has been 
significant public discussion surrounding I-787 
and the limited access it creates to the Hudson 
River waterfront area. Concepts that have been 
discussed include a land bridge over I-787 
or converting the roadway into a full-access 
boulevard. The presence of a freight railroad 
between the north- and southbound lanes of 
I-787 creates challenges for various alternatives. 

The scope of work for this upcoming project is 
divided into four analysis areas. Progressing 
recommendations for Analysis Area B is the 
priority at this time. 

1. Analysis Area A (CP Rail Study) will focus on 
rail operations in and around the downtown 
Albany area and connections to the Port 
of Albany. Determining the operational and 
facility needs in this area is essential to 
evaluating options of other roadway/land use 
scenarios. 
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2. Analysis Area B (787/Dunn/South Mall area) 
will focus on the re-imagination of this section 
of infrastructure while also improving access 
to the Hudson River. The development of 
potential alternatives to replace the elevated 
interchange and reduce the elevation of 
the South Mall Expressway, potentially to 
an at-grade city street, offers significant 
reconnection of neighborhood and equity 
advancement opportunities. 

3. Analysis Area C (Albany Waterfront/
Historic District) will focus on “reconnecting 
downtown Albany to its waterfront.” An 
analysis of this area would allow for the 
vetting of the various concepts (e.g., 
“capping,” tunneling, boulevards, canal/
waterways, park lands, etc.) into more defined 
potential projects. Potential projects are those 
likely to spur economic development and 

community revitalization, reconnect impacted 
communities to the waterfront; increase 
green space; enhance pedestrian, bicycle, and 
visual access to the waterfront; and improve 
climate resiliency while continuing to maintain 
adequate transportation levels of service 
(including multi-modal transportation). 

4. Analysis Area D (Other Access Opportunities) 
will focus on the remainder of the I-787 
Corridor from Exit 2 (Albany Port) north to 
Route 7. Multiple communities, including 
Menands and Watervliet, have expressed 
interest in concepts for improved connections 
to the Hudson. An analysis of these concepts, 
including preliminary cost estimates and 
environmental considerations, will be 
developed. In addition, an engaged public 
participation process will likely result in 
additional waterfront access concepts.

 

 

I-787/Hudson Waterfront Corridor Study FINAL REPORT 

5 PAGE 5 

Study Context Section 3:
Study Location and Limits 3-1

The limits of the I-787/Hudson Waterfront Corridor study area are as follows, and as shown on Exhibit 
3-1: 

• Southern limit: Interchange 2: South Pearl Street (NY Route 32) at the Port of Albany 
• Northern limit: Interchange 9: NY Route 7 
• Eastern limit:  Hudson River  
• Western limit: NY Route 32 

I-787 follows an alignment that is generally adjacent to the west bank of the Hudson River through the 
limits of the study area. There are ten interchanges along I-787 in the study area: six in the City of 
Albany, two in Menands/Colonie and two in Watervliet. Two of the interchanges in Albany, as shown 
below, are complex, multi-level configurations: Dunn Memorial Bridge/South Mall Expressway (Exit 3) 
and I-90 (Exit 5). The other interchanges in the study area vary from partial cloverleafs to ramp 
entrances/exits with local streets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I-787 Exit 3: Dunn Memorial Bridge/South Mall Expressway 
(DMB/SMX) 

I-787 Exit 5: I-90 

Aerial screenshots from the 2018 I-787/Hudson Waterfront Corridor Study
Image: CDTC
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SHORELINE ACCESS
SHORELINE CONSTRAINTS
Shoreline conditions were assessed for characteristics that physically restrict access. These include 
areas where a railroad or roadway is directly along the river’s edge and where steep grades are present. 
Each of these conditions are included in the opportunity/restriction maps. It should be noted that in 
several areas, these restrictions overlap with each other, meaning that the restricted shoreline is less 
than the total mileage of topographic, railroad, and roadway restrictions. Each of these conditions is 
included on the inventory maps.

RAILROAD/ROADWAY AT RIVER’S EDGE
Places where a roadway or railroad is directly along the river’s edge, passes through a wetland, or 
is located on a berm adjacent to the river’s edge are indicated on the opportunity/restriction maps. 
At these locations, little or no land can be utilized for recreation along the river’s edge. A distance of 
35 feet or less between the shoreline and the center of the nearest track or roadway was utilized to 
determine the feasibility of access. 

A separation of at least 25 feet would likely be required for a rail with trail. This restricts approximately 
98.3 miles of the shoreline where the railroad tracks sit directly adjacent to the river’s edge. These 
locations are identified on the inventory maps. 

RAILROADS
The following is a summary of the railroad infrastructure and operations on both shores of the Hudson 
River as it pertains to the Hudson River Access Plan study objectives.

The U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration (U.S.DOT, FRA) and the 
NYSDOT released the High Speed Rail Empire Corridor Program Tier 1 Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) in February 2023. For detailed information on passenger rail operations on the east 
short of the Hudson River, view the FEIS document at the link in Appendix D. Some of the information 
provided below are excerpts from the EIS and FEIS.
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EAST SHORE
Route

The Empire Corridor South begins at Penn 
Station in New York City and extends 142 miles 
along the eastern shore of the Hudson River, 
from Manhattan (New York County), through 
the Bronx (Bronx County), Yonkers and Croton-
Harmon (Westchester County), Poughkeepsie 
and Rhinecliff (Dutchess County), to Albany- 
Rensselaer Station (Rensselaer County). 

The HRAP focuses on Yonkers north, thus 
excluding New York and Bronx counties. The 
total mileage from the Yonkers station to Albany-
Rensselaer station is 127 miles.

Ownership

Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s (MTA’s) 
Metro-North Railroad (Metro-North) owns the 
track corridor along the east side of the Hudson 
River within the HRAP study area south of the 
Poughkeepsie Station. Between Poughkeepsie 
and Albany-Rensselaer stations, the tracks are 
owned by CSX Transportation (CSX).

Operation

Metro-North operates Hudson Line commuter 
rail service south of Poughkeepsie. Amtrak 
passenger trains also utilize the Metro-North 
rail corridor. Inbound and outbound trains on 
weekdays total approximately 170.

In 2012, NYSDOT facilitated a lease agreement 
between CSX and Amtrak for a portion of the 
Empire Corridor, including the stretch between 
Poughkeepsie and Albany-Rensselaer. Amtrak 
assumed full responsibility for dispatching 
and maintenance. As a result, passenger-only 

carriers control the entire Empire Corridor South. 
Inbound and outbound Amtrak trains total 
approximately 26 on weekdays.

CSX retains the responsibility for the operation 
of freight trains within the territory leased by 
Amtrak as well as on the Metro-North Hudson 
Line. CSX train volume on the Empire Corridor 
South is very low (approximately 4 total trains/
day) and is usually restricted to night use. CSX 
relies on its River Line along the west shore of 
the Hudson River as its primary cargo route.

WEST SHORE
Route/Ownership/Operation

The CSX River Line operates as a north-
south freight line. It is used as CSX’s principal 
intermodal route, along with the Chicago 
Line (Empire Corridor West) between the 
Port Authority of New York & New Jersey and 
Chicago. CSX owns, maintains, and operates this 
freight only rail corridor.

While CSX serves the Port of Albany, the River 
Line is essentially defined on the northern end 
by the major Selkirk Yard south of Albany. Selkirk 
Yard is a focal point of rail freight service in the 
Albany-Schenectady area, and an operational 
control point for all CSX operations. Freight 
traffic is routed down the River Line to northern 
New Jersey, rather than into New York City due 
to congestion near the city.

The rail distance between the Selkirk Yard and 
the New Jersey state line is approximately 113 
miles. CSX owns a secondary track between the 
Selkirk Yard and the Port of Albany to serve port 
clients. CP Rail handles rail freight north of the 
Port of Albany. 
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CSX operates approximately 22 trains (both 
directions) a day on the River Line. The number 
of trains has decreased in recent years because 
trains have become longer by using distributive 
power (an extra engine). It is common for a CSX 
train to be over 10,000 feet in length. Top speed 
on the River Line is 50 mph; however, the speed 
drops to approximately 30 mph on the line’s 
southern portion due to curvature as the tracks 
run closer to the river.

RAILROADS AND ACCESS TO THE RIVER 
Almost 90 miles of track corridor runs along 
the Hudson River’s edge (defined by tracks 
being approximately 35 feet or less from the 
shoreline). Unfortunately, these important 
transportation corridors are also a barrier to river 
access. Here is a breakdown:

Railroad restrictions:

• East Shore: 61.3 miles

• West Shore: 27.2 miles

At-Grade Crossings:

• East Shore: 27 

• West Shore: 25

Bridges over the Tracks:

• East Shore: 96

• West Shore: 9

Bridges/Large Culverts underneath the Tracks:

• East Shore: 12 

• West Shore: 12

Greene and northern Ulster County have the 
least restrictive access to the Hudson River, 
primarily due to the railroad being located inland, 
not on the river’s edge. 

ROADWAYS
In most cases, roadways along the river’s edge 
are short segments. If these do not overlap with 
railroad or topography restrictions, roadway 
shoulders can offer a pull-off area or fishing 
access even with the limited space. These 
restrictions are more common in the Capital 
District, where I-787 restricts access to the 
Hudson River in several locations, as well as 
some local roads in Troy. 

TOPOGRAPHY
Surroundings/nature of access varies greatly, 
particularly by county, from urban built-out 
waterfronts to natural marshes.

The Hudson River shoreline presents a variety 
of edge conditions. For many areas along this 
portion of the river, it results in steep banks 
exceeding 30 to 70 feet above water level. Steep 
slopes prohibit construction of a roadway or 
trail that would allow for direct river access at 
these locations. This restricts approximately 
51.8 miles (19%) of the Hudson River shoreline 
in New York State, south of the Waterford Locks/
Troy Dam.

Overlapping locations where access is limited 
by both topography and the railroad account for 
approximately 29.2 miles.
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HUDSON RIVER BRIDGES
There are 18 bridges that cross the Hudson River within the limits of the Hudson River Access Plan. 
Many of them offer a unique opportunity to appreciate the Hudson River’s scenic beauty by providing 
an elevated vista of the river valley. Significant strides have been made in recent years to add or 
improve pedestrian and bicycle access on a number of these bridges. Currently, 12 provide vehicle, 
pedestrian, and bicycle access, while 4 only permit vehicles (with preliminary plans currently underway 
to add pedestrian/bicycle access to one of them). One bridge is used for rail freight, and the other is 
pedestrian/bicycle only. 

A brief summary of each bridge and a map is provided below. Opportunities to walk, bike, bird watch, or 
just enjoy the vistas and watch the river flow beneath you varies from bridge to bridge.

TROY-WATERFORD BRIDGE
This bridge spans the Hudson River between 
Waterford and the northern limits of the City of Troy. 
Sidewalks are available on both sides. Bicyclists can 
share the two vehicular travel lanes in either direction. 
The structure is located just north of the junction 
of the Hudson and Mohawk rivers.The Waterford 
Bridges, which include the current bridge and the 
original 1804 bridge, were designated as a National 
Historic Civil Engineering Landmark by the American 
Society of Civil Engineers in 2013.

112TH STREET BRIDGE/ONTARIO 
STREET (RT 470)
This 800-foot-long bridge connects the City 
of Troy on the east to the City of Cohoes/
Van Schaick Island to the west. Sidewalks 
are provided on both sides of the bridge. 
Bicyclists share the two travel lanes. The 
existing bridge was completed in 1996.

Hudson River Bridges images are provided by these sources 
unless otherwise noted: NYSDOT, NYS Bridge Authority, NYS 
Thruway Authority, and Scenic Hudson.
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HOOSICK STREET BRIDGE
The Hoosick Street Bridge, also known as the Collar 
City Bridge, is owned and maintained by NYSDOT. 
Approximately 1,300 feet long, it carries 8 vehicular 
lanes as Alt Route 7. As a limited access highway, 
bicycle and pedestrian access is prohibited.

GREEN ISLAND BRIDGE
The Green Island Bridge consists of two spans, one 
between Green Island and Starbuck Island and the 
other (including a lift portion), from Starbuck Island 
to Troy. Both structures are owned and maintained 
by NYSDOT and carry four vehicular lanes. A 
sidewalk is available on both sides of the western 
structure; on the eastern span, a sidewalk is 
present only on the south side. Bicyclists currently 
utilize the roadway shoulders. Improvements are 
planned for 2023/24 that will include repairs to the 
lift bridge mechanisms and implementation of a 
shared use path on the north side. 

CONGRESS STREET BRIDGE (RT 2)
The Congress Street Bridge, owned and maintained 
by NYSDOT, connects downtown Troy to the City 
of Watervliet. It spans the Hudson River, Hudson 
Shores Park, and I-787. There are currently four 
vehicular travel lanes and sidewalks on either 
side. Bicyclists can utilize the shoulders. Planned 
improvements include reducing the travel lanes 
from four to two, restricting motorized vehicles 
to the north side of the bridge, and converting its 
south side to a linear park for exclusive bicycle and 
pedestrian access. 
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TROY MENANDS BRIDGE (RT 378)
The Troy Menands Bridge, constructed in 1933, is 
owned and maintained by NYSDOT. It carries two 
lanes of vehicle traffic in either direction and stands 
66 feet above the Hudson River. While sidewalks 
are present on both sides of the bridge, only the 
north side is open to pedestrians and bicyclists; it 
connects the City of Troy to the Mohawk Hudson 
Bike/Hike Trail/Empire State Trail. Bicyclists are 
required to dismount and walk across the bridge 
using the sidewalk. The bridge’s replacement is 
currently in the early planning stages. 

PATROON ISLAND BRIDGE (I-90)
The Patroon Island Bridge carries I-90 over the 
Hudson River with six vehicular lanes. It is owned 
and maintained by NYSDOT. There is no pedestrian 
or bicycle access. The bridge had a similar design 
to the I-35W bridge in Minneapolis, MN, that 
collapsed in 2007. A significant structural retrofit 
was completed in 2016.
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LIVINGSTON AVE BRIDGE
The Livingston Avenue Bridge, owned and operated 
by Amtrak, carries two railroad tracks across the 
Hudson River. It accommodates Amtrak passenger 
trains, as well as CSX and CP Rail freight trains. 
It operates as a swing bridge to allow passage of 
larger ships along the Hudson River. Due to the 
bridge’s deteriorated condition, trains cross one at 
a time at 15 mph (24 km/h). NYSDOT considers the 
swing bridge mechanism to be unreliable and the 
overall bridge design inadequate for current railroad 
operating standards. The bridge opens for ship 
traffic about 400 times per year. There is no bicycle 
or pedestrian access. NYSDOT plans to replace this 
bridge. The public has expressed strong support for 
incorporating bicycle and pedestrian access into the 
new bridge’s design. NYSDOT has completed the 
environmental review process and is proceeding with 
design and construction of the replacement bridge, 
estimated at $400M. 

Source: NYSDOT / Empire State Passenger AssociationRendering of the proposed Livingston Avenue Bridge
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Source: NYSDOT / Empire State Passenger Association
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Rendering of the proposed Livingston Avenue Bridge
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DUNN MEMORIAL BRIDGE
The Dunn Memorial Bridge carries Routes 9 & 20 
over the Hudson River between the City of Albany 
and City of Rensselaer. The structure is owned 
and maintained by NYSDOT and was completed in 
1969. Pedestrian access is provided on the north 
side of the bridge, which is part of the Empire State 
Trail. Bicyclists are expected to dismount and walk 
across the bridge. 

CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON BRIDGE
The one-mile-long Castleton-on-Hudson Bridge 
is owned and maintained by the New York State 
Thruway Authority and carries the four-lane 
Berkshire Spur over the Hudson River. The bridge, 
which has a 135-foot clearance over the river, was 
opened on May 26, 1959.

Since this is a limited-access toll road, the bridge 
does not accommodate pedestrians or bicyclists.

The bridge has undergone a number of major 
reconstruction projects over the years, the latest 
being a $47.6M construction effort to replace the 
westbound bridge deck. In April 2023, the USDOT 
awarded $21M to the Thruway Authority to replace 
the eastbound deck and perform additional steel 
repairs. Together, the two projects will extend the 
bridge’s anticipated service life by 50 years. 
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ALFRED H. SMITH MEMORIAL BRIDGE
The one-mile-long Alfred H. Smith Memorial Bridge, 
named in honor of the former president of the New 
York Central Railroad, is owned and maintained by 
CSX. Opened in 1924, it has a clearance of 139 feet 
over the river. The bridge serves CSX freight rail with 
no provisions for pedestrian or bicycle access.

RIP VAN WINKLE BRIDGE
The Rip Van Winkle Bridge, affectionately known as 
“The Rip,” is a 5,040-foot truss bridge spanning the 
river between Catskill and Greenport. Providing 145 
feet of clearance over the water, the structure carries 
NY 23 across the river, connecting NY 385 and US 
9W on the west side with NY 9G on the east side. 

The 88-year-old bridge opened on July 2, 1935, and is 
owned and maintained by the NYS Bridge Authority. 
A pedestrian walkway, completed in 2018 and open 
from dawn to dusk, is a central element of the 
Hudson River Skywalk, a pedestrian path connecting 
the historic homes and studios of Hudson River 
School painters Thomas Cole and Frederic Church.

GEORGE CLINTON KINGSTON-
RHINECLIFF BRIDGE
This deck truss toll bridge carries NY 199 across the 
river north of the City of Kingston and the hamlet of 
Rhinecliff. It opened to traffic on February 2, 1957, 
as a two-lane (one in each direction) bridge. Owned 
and maintained by the NYS Bridge Authority, the 
7,793-foot-long bridge has a clearance of 152 feet 
over the river.

In 2019, a pedestrian path was added to the bridge. It 
is 4 feet wide and separated from traffic by a 3-foot-
high barrier. Located on the south side of the bridge, 
next to eastbound traffic, the path is part of the 
Empire State Trail. It is for pedestrians only; bicyclists 
are required to use the shoulders of the road.

Protected sidewalk on the Empire State Trail 
across the Kingston Rhinecliff Bridge 
Image: Empire State Trail

Rip Van Winkle Bridge 
Image: Hudson River Skywalk
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WALKWAY OVER THE HUDSON
Walkway Over the Hudson (also known as the 
Poughkeepsie–Highland Railroad Bridge) is a steel 
cantilevered truss bridge spanning the river between 
Poughkeepsie, on the east bank, and Highland, on the 
west. Originally built as a freight rail bridge, it opened 
on January 1, 1889, and was the world’s longest 
bridge at the time. It was taken out of rail service on 
May 8, 1974, after damage from a fire. The bridge is 
1.25 miles (6,768 feet) long and has a clearance of 
160 feet over the river.

As part of New York State’s Henry Hudson 
Quadricentennial celebration, the bridge was 
redesigned and reconstructed as Walkway Over the 
Hudson State Historic Park. The park opened on 
October 3, 2009. 

The NYS Bridge Authority owns and maintains the 
bridge structure (as directed by the Governor and 
Legislature in July 2010). The bridge was designated 
as a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark by 
the American Society of CIvil Engineers in 2009.

The park, which is operated by the NYS Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, connects 
the Hudson Valley Rail Trail in Highland to the William 
R. Steinhaus Dutchess Rail Trail. Both are part of the larger Empire State Trail system. The Walkway 
attracts well over a half million visitors each year who utilize the bridge for walking, strolling, biking, and 
enjoying river vistas.

An elevator descending from the Walkway provides shoreline access to Poughkeepsie’s ever-expanding 
riverfront Greenway trail and Upper Landing Park, Waryas Park, and Kaal Rock Park on the city’s 
waterfront. In the future, the riverfront Greenway will offer direct access along the shoreline to Longview 
Park at Marist College as well as “boathouse row,” a complex of crew facilities to the north in the Town 
of Poughkeepsie. 

Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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MID-HUDSON BRIDGE
The Franklin D. Roosevelt Mid-Hudson Bridge, opened 
on August 25, 1930, connects Ulster and Dutchess 
counties. The 3,000-foot-long parallel wire cable 
suspension bridge has a clearance of 135 feet over 
the river and carries US 44/55 across the Hudson. 

In 2009, during the Hudson-Fulton-Champlain 
Quadricentennial year, local composer Joseph 
Bertolozzi created the public sound-art installation 
“Bridge Music.” This unique project utilizes sounds 
recorded on the Mid-Hudson Bridge to create a musical suite. Those who utilize the bridge’s pedestrian 
path from April through October can experience it at several listening stations. 

Together, Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Park and the Mid-Hudson Bridge comprise the 
Walkway Loop Trail, offering pedestrians a walk along two beautiful, historic bridges. In addition to 
offering panoramic Hudson River views from both bridges, the Walkway Loop Trail and its connecting 
paths provide transit access to Metro-North commuter rail and Amtrak passenger rail service at 
Poughkeepsie Station, as well as the Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum, Franny Reese State Park, 
business districts and neighborhoods in Poughkeepsie and Highland, and waterfront parks in both 
communities. 

Pedestrians use the path on the north side of the bridge. Cyclists must dismount and walk their bikes 
across the bridge.

NEWBURGH-BEACON BRIDGE
The Hamilton Fish Newburgh–Beacon Bridge is a 
truss bridge that carries I-84 and NY 52 between 
Newburgh and Beacon while providing connections to 
the NYS Thruway (I-87) and US Route 9W. The bridge 
is comprised of two separate spans. The original 
northern span, which now carries westbound traffic, 
opened in 1963. The second span, completed in 1980, 
now carries all eastbound traffic. 

The NYS Bridge Authority owns and maintains these 
two bridges. Each bridge is approximately 1.5 miles 
long and provides a clearance of 135 feet over the river. The newer (eastbound) span features a path for 
pedestrians and bicyclists on its south side that is separated from the roadway by a concrete barrier. 
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In addition to providing inspiring, south-facing views of the Hudson River and Northern gateway of the 
Hudson Highlands, the path connects the City of Newburgh with the City of Beacon and its train station 
(a few miles south of the bridge) offering Metro-North rail service. This makes the bridge especially 
popular with people commuting by bike and even on foot. The path is open 24/7.

BEAR MOUNTAIN BRIDGE
The Bear Mountain Bridge, ceremonially named the 
Purple Heart Veterans Memorial Bridge, carries US 6/
US 202 over the river between Bear Mountain State 
Park and Cortlandt. Upon completion in 1924, it was 
the longest suspension bridge in the world. 

The span enables connections between the Palisades 
Interstate Parkway and US 9W to the west and US 9 
and Bear Mountain Parkway to the east. 

Owned and maintained by the NYS Bridge Authority, 
the bridge is almost 0.5 mile (2,255 feet) long and has 
a clearance of 155 feet over the river.

The bridge, which also conveys the Appalachian Trail and NYS Bicycle Route 9 across the Hudson, has 
two vehicle lanes flanked by sidewalks. Cyclists may ride with motor vehicle traffic or walk their bikes 
on the sidewalks. People can access Bear Mountain State Park and its historic dayline pier and the Fort 
Montgomery State Historic Site, which offers access down a beautiful footpath to Popolopen Creek, 
and even across the creek on a footbridge to the park.

Image: Jeff Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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GOVERNOR MARIO M. CUOMO (TAPPAN 
ZEE) BRIDGE
The Tappan Zee Bridge, now officially named the 
Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge after the former 
New York governor, is a 3-mile long, twin cable-
stayed bridge spanning the Tappan Zee reach of the 
Hudson River between Tarrytown and South Nyack. 
It was built to replace the original Tappan Zee 
Bridge, which was located just to the south. Owned 
and maintained by the NYS Thruway Authority, the 
bridge carries I-87 and I-287.

The Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge Shared 
Use Path welcomes runners, bikers, walkers, and 
commuters. The 12-foot-wide facility is located 
on the northern side of the westbound span and 
features six scenic overlooks, interpretive displays, 
and public art across its length. 

At 3.6 miles, the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge 
Shared Use Path is one of the longest in the 
country. Along with providing a new opportunity for 
recreation and non-motorized travel, the path offers 
a unique educational experience. Each overlook was 
designed in partnership with the community and 
celebrates the rich history of the Hudson Valley.

A stairway is proposed from the Shared Use Path’s 
eastern terminus at Westchester Landing down 
to a future connection to Westchester RiverWalk. 
Upon completion, this connection will be part of 
a larger project called the Westchester RiverWalk 
Connection (under the Governor Mario M. Cuomo 
Bridge) and will provide access north along the 
Hudson River to parks on the Tarrytown waterfront 
and south to important historic sites such as 
Lyndhurst, Sunnyside, and Old Croton Aqueduct 
State Historic Park. It is hoped that the Westchester 
RiverWalk Connection may even include future 
shoreline access at Holmes Point, just south of the 
bridge near Van Wart Avenue.

Shared Use Path on the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge
Image: Jeff Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Shared Use Path on the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge
Image: Jeff Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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SHORELINE TRAILS AND SHARED USE PATHS ALONG THE HUDSON 
RIVER
The shared use paths that parallel the Hudson River within the study area are documented here–a 
shared use path being defined as existing and proposed greenways, generally accessible to all ages 
and abilities, that are of significant length. The shared use paths (trails) often connect multiple Hudson 
River Access sites. 

There are hundreds of trails contained within existing parks, preserves, and other open spaces. These 
are addressed in the individual Site Sheets found within this report. 

Shoreline Trail / Shared Use 
Path Name Length Surface Status Access to 

Hudson

Empire State Trail 750 miles Asphalt / Stonedust / On-
Road Existing Yes

Champlain Canalway Trail 62 miles Stonedust / Concrete / 
On-Road Existing No 

South Troy Riverfront Bikeway 1.6 miles Asphalt / Concrete / On-
Road Existing No

Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail 11 miles Asphalt / On-Road Existing Yes

Rensselaer County Trail 3.5 miles N/A Proposed Yes

South End Bikeway Connector 1.5 miles Asphalt Existing No

Germantown Riverfront Trail 2.5 miles N/A Proposed Yes 

Kingston Brickyard Trail 1.9 miles Asphalt Existing Yes

Kingston Point Rail Trail 2.3 miles Stonedust Existing Yes

EST/HRVT / Walkway 9 miles Asphalt Existing No

Walkway Loop Trail 4.4 miles Asphalt / Concrete Existing No
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Shoreline Trail / Shared Use 
Path Name Length Surface Status Access to 

Hudson

Beacon Riverfront Trail 4.58 miles Asphalt / Stonedust Existing Yes

Hudson Highland Fjord Trail 7.5 miles N/A Proposed N/A

Jones Point Path 2 miles Asphalt Existing No 

Hook Mountain Trail 4.8 miles Stonedust Existing Yes

Joseph B. Clarke Trail 4.1 miles Asphalt Existing No

The Path on the Mario M. Cuomo 
Bridge 3.6 miles Asphalt Existing No

Old Croton Aqueduct State Trailway 26.5 miles Stonedust / Natural 
Surface Existing Yes

Tallman Mountain State Park Bike 
Path 2.1 miles Asphalt / Stonedust Existing No

Westchester RiverWalk 51.5 miles Asphalt Both Yes

Riverwalk / Camp Smith Trail 3.7 miles Natural Surface Existing No 

Croton Riverwalk 2.3 miles Asphalt Existing Yes

Riverwalk (Mount Pleasant) 1 mile Stonedust Existing No 

Riverwalk - Tarrytown Light 
Kingsland Point Path 1.5 miles Asphalt Existing Yes

Irvington RiverWalk 1.45 miles Asphalt / Concrete Existing Yes

Riverwalk (Yonkers) 0.3 miles Asphalt / Concrete Existing Yes
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EMPIRE STATE TRAIL
The Empire State Trail (EST) is a 750-
mile multi-use trail that spans New 
York State from the Canadian border 
to Battery Park in Manhattan and from 
Buffalo to Albany. The trail stitches 
together many existing trails, such as 
the Erie Canalway Trail, Champlain 
Canalway Trail, Walkway Over the 
Hudson, and Hudson Valley Greenway 
Trail, as well as many local trails. It also 
includes many new trail connections 
and shared on-road sections. The EST 
was completed in December 2020. 
Within the Hudson Valley, several of the riverfront 
trails described are part of the EST, along with on-
road connections that link these trails, providing a 
continuous route.

CHAMPLAIN CANALWAY TRAIL 
(WATERFORD HARBOR)
The Champlain Canalway Trail at Waterford Harbor 
is located in the Village of Waterford, in Saratoga 
County. While the Champlain Canalway Trail 
extends much further north via off- and on-road 
sections, the Waterford off-road section begins 
at the end of the Second Street Bridge, near the 
Waterford Harbor Visitor Center, and ends at 
Route 32/Broad Street. The existing trail consists 
of asphalt and bricks along the waterfront and 
continues as a shared street along Erie Canal Lock 
2. Trail users can park at the designated parking lot 
located at the Waterford Harbor Visitor Center. This 
trail provides access to the Mohawk River and its 
confluence with the Hudson River. 
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MOHAWK HUDSON BIKE HIKE TRAIL 
The Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail (MHBHT) 
begins in the Village of Green Island, Albany 
County, at the northern end of Cannon Street 
and ends south of the Corning Preserve at the 
entrance to the Dunn Memorial Bridge. The 
existing trail, also part of the EST, is an asphalt 
path for most of its length. Along the Hudson 
River, through Albany, Menands, and Watervliet, 
the trail is off-road. There are short sections 
of on-road facilities in northern Watervliet and 
through Green Island. In Cohoes, the MHBHT 
heads west, following the Mohawk River. 
Trailheads and parking lots are located at 
multiple locations along this segment of the 
trail, including the end of Cannon Street, Hudson 
Shores Park, MHBHT Watervliet parking lot at 
the end of 4th Street, and the Corning Preserve 
in Albany. Trail users can access the Hudson 
River along this trail at Cannon Avenue, Hudson 
Shores Park, and the Corning Preserve.

SOUTH TROY RIVERFRONT BIKEWAY
The South Troy Riverfront Bikeway is located 
in Rensselaer County. The existing concrete 
trail begins at Hutton Street and has a southern 
terminus on Front Street and State Street. Trail 
users can find parking at the Green Island Bridge 
parking lot, the Front Street parking lot, and the 
State Street garage. The trail is at the water’s 
edge through Troy’s riverfront park, along the 
newly constructed seawall. Access to the water 
is available at the docks at the Troy Marina, at 
the Green Island Bridge. The riverfront bikeway 
extends northward, to Middleburgh Street, and 
southward, to the Troy-Menands Bridge, but is 
on-road outside of its downtown section. 

Image: “Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail 
under the Patroon Island Bridge” by Kenneth 

C. Zirkel is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0.

Image Courtesy of Troyny.gov
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RENSSELAER COUNTY TRAIL 
(PROPOSED)
The Rensselaer County Trail is a proposed trail that 
will run from Troy to Rensselaer upon completion. It 
is proposed in three sections: the Rensselaer County 
Trail, the RPI Trail, and Albany-Rensselaer Trail. The 
trail will begin at Mill Street and Water Street in Troy 
and end at the Dunn Memorial Bridge. In the City 
of Rensselaer, the proposed path would connect to 
the Livingston Avenue Bridge and any future bicycle 
and pedestrian path. Portions of the proposed trails 
are used informally as hiking trails, particularly in North 
Greenbush. The trail is proposed to be situated 
between the river’s edge and railroad tracks. 

SOUTH END BIKEWAY CONNECTOR 
The South End Bikeway Connector is located in 
Albany County and begins at Quay Street near 
Jennings Landing. This asphalt shared use path runs 
parallel to Broadway and ends to the south at the 
Albany Helderberg-Hudson Rail Trail parking lot. Trail 
users can park at the northern end in the Quay Street 
parking lot or at the southern terminus in the Albany 
County trail parking lot off Route 32. This trail does not 
provide access to the Hudson River as it is situated 
north/south, generally inland from I-787 and the Port 
of Albany. 

GERMANTOWN RIVERFRONT TRAIL 
(PROPOSED)
A riverfront shared use path is proposed between 
Ernest R. Lasher Memorial Park to the north and 
Cheviot Park to the south. The trail will require an 
easement or acquisition from CSX and Amtrak to 
be placed between the railroad and the river’s edge. 
Additional access is also proposed at Main Street, 
which would require an additional at-grade railroad crossing. In addition to providing recreational 
opportunities, this trail would offer improved access to a popular fishing location along the Hudson 
River. The trail was proposed in Germantown’s Local Waterfront Revitalization Study and is intended to 
be included in the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program currently being developed. 

Image Courtesy of AlbanyBicycleCoalition.com

Image: Elan Planning & Design / Courtesy of cdtcmpo.org
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KINGSTON BRICKYARD TRAIL
This trail was constructed in 2020 as part of the 
EST. Spanning 1.9 miles, the asphalt trail along the 
Hudson River through a former industrial site, now 
Sojourner Truth State Park. The trail’s route was 
chosen to minimize impacts to natural resources, 
maximize views of the Hudson River, and access 
future recreational amenities. Parking is available 
at Kingston Point Beach or at the northern end in 
the Town of Ulster. 

KINGSTON POINT RAIL TRAIL 
The Kingston Point Rail Trail begins at Chester 
Street and Jensen Avenue in Kingston. The asphalt 
trail ends at Garraghan Avenue. While there is 
currently a break in the trail between Garraghan 
Avenue and the Trolley Museum, this phase is 
currently in design. From the Trolley Museum 
to Kingston Point, the trail is a stone dust path 
adjacent to the Trolley line.

EMPIRE STATE TRAIL (EST), HUDSON 
RIVER VALLEY TRAIL (HRVT), 
DUTCHESS RAIL TRAIL (DRT), AND 
WALKWAY OVER THE HUDSON
The EST follows the east-west route from the 
William R. Steinhaus Dutchess Rail Trail to the 
Walkway Over the Hudson (crossing the river), 
and on to the Hudson Valley Rail Trail. This 
connection is a critical link between Hudson River 
communities. The Walkway provides significant 
views of the Hudson River at over 200 feet above 
the water. Indirect water access can be found at 
both the east and west sides of the bridge using 
spur trails to access waterfront sites. In addition, an 
elevator on the east shore allows people to ride up 
to the top of the Walkway bridge deck.

Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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WALKWAY LOOP 
TRAIL 
The Walkway Loop Trail 
can be accessed at 
many locations in Lloyd 
and Poughkeepsie. The 
concrete/asphalt trail 
consists of a 4.4-mile loop 
that crosses the Walkway, 
then crosses back over the 
Mid-Hudson Bridge and 
loops back to the Lloyd 
parking lot. Trail users can 
access the river at multiple 
locations using the spur 
trails along the loop. 

BEACON RIVERFRONT TRAIL 
The Beacon Riverfront Trail is an existing asphalt 
and stone dust trail. It begins at Pete and Toshi 
Seeger Riverfront Park, at the north end of Beacon’s 
waterfront. The trail continues south past the train 
station, through Scenic Hudson’s Long Dock Park, 
and between the river and railroad to Dennings 
Point State Park on the Klara Sauer Trail. Trail 
users can park at any of the three parks along the 
4.58-mile trail route. Ownership is a combination 
of the City of Beacon, New York State, and Scenic 
Hudson. 

Beacon Riverfront / Klara Sauer Trail
Image Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org



90

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PROPOSED HUDSON HIGHLANDS FJORD TRAIL 
The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail (HHFT) is planned to start in Beacon and end in Cold Spring. Portions 
of the trail, such as the Beacon Riverside Trail, are complete. Remaining portions will be completed in 
phases, anticipated to occur between 2025 and 2029. 

Master Plan: The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail Master Plan proposes a linear park that embraces the 
ecological diversity of the region, highlighting the four distinct landscape types found along the trail: 
River’s Edge, Highlands, Forest, and Marsh. The trail itself will be constructed according to five unique 
user experiences: a largely ADA-accessible Main Trail, Entries and Destinations, Meanders (smaller, 
secluded byways off the Main Trail), Connectors, and Trail Banks—places where people can rest and 
regroup. Accessibility to people of all ages and abilities is a driving force behind the trail design.

One of the main goals of the proposed linear park is to Reunite with the River’s Edge: For over 100 years, 
continuous access to the river’s shoreline has been largely cut off by railroad tracks. With Metro-North 
Railroad as a key project partner, HHFT is designed as a waterfront park that restores that connection 
to people for boating, fishing, and those toes-in-the-water moments that have not been possible in 
much of the area for a long time.
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Current Status: The Hudson Highlands 
Fjord Trail Master Plan is currently 
undergoing a GEIS environmental review 
process in accordance with SEQRA. 
The Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation is the Lead Agency 
conducting the review.

Spring 2023: Breakneck Upper 
Overlook Work Begins 

Initial work to relocate the Breakneck 
trailhead farther up the ridge and repair 
eroding trail surfaces is scheduled to be 
completed by July 2023. 

The scope of this initial work, which launches Phase 1: Breakneck Connector & Bridge of the Hudson 
Highlands Fjord Trail project, includes a new series of stone steps at the initial ascent of the Breakneck 
Ridge trail, repair of existing erosion conditions, closure and restoration of unauthorized social trails, 
and the construction of a new trail steward station further away from busy Route 9D.
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JONES POINT PATH 
The Jones Point Path is located in the northern part 
of the Town of Stony Point in Rockland County. This 
existing, asphalt path begins at the Jones Point Path 
West Trailhead on Route 9W and has a southern 
terminus at the Jones Point Path East Trailhead 
further along Route 9W. Trail users can park about 
half a mile south of the East Trailhead at the Timp 
Torne and Jones Point Path Trailhead. There is also 
minimal parking at the West Trailhead. There is no 
access to the Hudson River along this pathway.

 

HOOK MOUNTAIN TRAIL 
The Hook Mountain Trail is located at Hook 
Mountain State Park in Nyack, Rockland County. 
The stone dust trail begins at the Hudson River 
Greenway Trailhead on Riverside Avenue and ends 
on Broadway at Nyack Beach State Park. Trail users 
can park on the northern end at the Hudson River 
Greenway Trailhead or at the southern end at Nyack 
Beach State Park. The trail runs along the river’s 
edge for its entirety. 

JOSEPH B. CLARKE TRAIL
Joseph B. Clarke Rail Trail, also known as the 
Raymond G. Esposito Trail, begins north of Cedar 
Hill Avenue in the Village of Nyack, Rockland County. 
The trail is a mix of surfaces, from natural to stone 
dust to asphalt. The trail continues south, following 
the historic railroad bed where it heads inland south 
of Piermont. Trail users can park at the southern 
terminus trailhead, the parking lot on Sparkill Avenue 
near Sparkill Memorial Park, or the Piermont Train 
Station trailhead on Hudson Terrace. 
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THE SHARED USE PATH ON THE MARIO 
M. CUOMO BRIDGE 
The path that crosses the 3-mile-long Mario 
M. Cuomo Bridge is a sidepath that connects 
South Nyack in Rockland County to Tarrytown 
in Westchester County. Trail users can park at 
Westchester Landing on the east side, at a public 
parking lot off of Broadway, or on the west side at 
a parking lot off of Route 9W. There is no access to 
the Hudson River, but the Shared Use Path offers 
sweeping views northward of the Tappan Zee. 

OLD CROTON AQUEDUCT STATE 
TRAILWAY
The centerpiece of Old Croton Aqueduct State 
Historic Park, the 26.2-mile Old Croton Aqueduct 
State Trailway extends much of the length of 
Westchester County, from Croton Gorge County Park 
to the north to New York City to the south. Owned 
and managed by NYS OPRHP, the trail is composed 
of a mix of crushed stone dust, dirt, grass, and 
gravel. It generally parallels the Hudson River, but 
does not directly connect to the waterfront. The 
route of the Westchester RiverWalk overlaps with 
the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail in six locations. 

TALLMAN MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 
BIKE PATH 
The Tallman Mountain State Park Bike Path is 
located in Sparkill, Rockland County, and begins at 
the Tallman State Park Long Path picnic area and 
ends at the Tallman Mountain State Park parking 
lot on Route 9W. (Trail users can park at either end.) 
There is no access to the waterfront along this path, 
a mix of asphalt and stone dust. 
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WESTCHESTER 
RIVERWALK 
The Westchester RiverWalk 
is a partially existing, 
partially planned 51.5-
mile pathway along the 
Hudson River within 
Westchester County. When 
completed, it will link village 
centers, historic sites, 
parks, and river access 
sites via a connection of 
trails, esplanades, and 
boardwalks. RiverWalk 
spans 14 municipalities and 
is part of the Hudson River 
Valley Greenway system. 
It is a work in progress 
that is being developed 
through a series of projects 
constructed by the county, 
local municipalities, and 
other entities, including 
private developers.

A significant portion of 
the RiverWalk is complete, 
utilizing sidewalks, paths, 
and boardwalks, while other 
sections are in design. 
The shared use path or 
boardwalk portions, along 
with the currently proposed 
sections, are described as 
follows: 
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Westchester RiverWalk is a planned 51.5-mile
multi-faceted pathway paralleling the Hudson
River in Westchester that when completed, will
link village centers, historic sites, parks and river
access points via a connection of trails, esplanades
and boardwalks. The route spans 14 municipali-
ties in Westchester and is part of the Hudson
River Valley Greenway system. 

RiverWalk is a work in progress that is being
developed through a series of projects construct-
ed by the county, local municipalities and other
entities, including private developers. Much of its
route utilizes existing sidewalks paths and trails
such as the Old Croton Aqueduct and paths with-
in existing parks and facilities (e.g. VA Hospital
in Montrose, Scenic Hudson Park in Irvington,
Downtown Yonkers Waterfront and Camp Smith
Trails in Cortlandt).

For more information on Westchester RiverWalk,
visit www.westchestergov.com/riverwalk

The base map was produced in ArcGIS 9.1 and
exported to Adobe Illustrator CS4 for additional
graphic finessing.  Final poster layout of map
and photos was done using QuarkXPress 6.5.

Produced by
Paul Gisondo, GISP, Associate Planner

Westchester County Department of Planning

The maps depicting regional trails and greenways label 
the Westchester RiverWalk as “RiverWalk” due to the pre-
existing databases and labels provided
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WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
(CORTLANDT NORTH)
Starting at the Putnam County line, just south 
of the Appalachian Trail, Westchester RiverWalk 
proceeds south as the Camp Smith Trail, a 
footpath through the Hudson Highlands. This 
rugged, single-track hiking trail ends on Route 
6/202 (Bear Mountain Bridge Road) at the Bear 
Mountain Bridge Toll House parking lot. While 
the trail does not provide river access, it offers 
many scenic views of the Hudson. RiverWalk 
continues along Route 6/202 past the Annsville 
Creek Paddlesport Center and then crosses the 
creek into the City of Peekskill.

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
(PEEKSKILL)
In Peekskill, the RiverWalk shares its route with 
the Peekskill Bay Greenway Trail and connects 
several parks—Annsville Creek Preserve, Scenic 
Hudson Park at Peekskill Landing, Riverfront 
Green, and Charles Point Park. A connection is 
needed to the south into the Village of Buchanan 
and Town of Cortlandt. 

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
(CORTLANDT SOUTH/BUCHANAN)
Upon exiting Peekskill, RiverWalk extends 
through Buchanan as the Cortlandt Shoreline 
Trail along Broadway to Steamboat Riverfront 
Park in Verplanck. It then follows local roads and 
passes through Montrose Point Park, Georges 
Island County Park, the Montrose Veteran’s 
Administration Medical Center, and Oscawana 
County Park. A future connection is required into 
Croton-on-Hudson.

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK (CROTON-
ON-HUDSON)
This asphalt portion of Westchester RiverWalk 
begins at the 9/11 Memorial Sundial and follows 
the river’s edge until the trail terminates on 
Croton Avenue at Croton Point Park. Users can 
park in a lot near the Jehuda Boat Ramp or in the 
Senasqua Park parking lot. Visitors can access 
the river at Croton Landing Park, the Jehuda Boat 
Ramp, and Senasqua Park. Riverwalk exits the 
park on Croton Avenue and continues southward 
as a bike path along Route 9 crossing the Croton 
River into Ossining. 

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
(OSSINING) 
Westchester RiverWalk continues in Ossining 
along the Old Croton Aqueduct Trailway. It then 
turns right on Main Street/Secor Road splits, 
with one leg extending to Ossining Station and 
the waterfront, and another extending on local 
streets—Hunter Street, Spring Street, Rockledge 
Avenue, Revolutionary Road, and Kemey’s 
Avenue into Briarcliff Manor. 

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
(BRIARCLIFF MANOR) 
Westchester RiverWalk continues along Kemeys 
Avenue, past Scarborough Station, along River 
Road, then curves to the right on Creighton 
Lane (and River Road again) to the Old Croton 
Aqueduct Trailway, where it connects to 
Rockwood Hall, part of Rockefeller State Park 
Preserve, in Sleepy Hollow.
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Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Image Courtesy of HikeTheHudsonValley.com Image Courtesy of ScenesFromTheTrail.com
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Another railroad crossing is proposed south of 
the bridge to connect with an existing RiverWalk 
segment at Van Wart Avenue.

The next step in the project will be to conduct 
environmental reviews before proceeding to the 
design phase.

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
(TARRYTOWN SOUTH)
Westchester RiverWalk continues from the end 
of Van Wart Avenue south, connecting with the 
Old Croton Aqueduct Trailway through Lyndhurst 
and Waterfront Park and across Sunnyside Lane 
(just east of Washington Irving’s Sunnyside) 
before entering Irvington.

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
(IRVINGTON)
In Irvington, Westchester RiverWalk continues 
along the Old Croton Aqueduct Trailway, then 
turns west onto Main Street to the waterfront, 
where it terminates at the south end of Scenic 
Hudson RiverWalk park at Irvington. A future 
connection is needed into Dobbs Ferry.

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK (DOBBS 
FERRY & HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON)
Westchester Riverwalk continues along the 
Old Croton Aqueduct Trailway through these 
two villages, but work is needed to establish 
connections into Yonkers.

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
(YONKERS)
Through Yonkers, Westchester Riverwalk 
begins on the Old Croton Aqueduct Trailway 
and continues as a combination of several local 
streets and riverfront esplanades established 
as new waterfront development is constructed. 
Westchester RiverWalk ends at the New York 
City line.

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK (SLEEPY 
HOLLOW) 
In Sleepy Hollow, the RiverWalk continues 
through Rockwood Hall, along  Kendal Way and 
then through the woods to local streets (Birch 
Close, Hemlock Drive, Pokahoe Drive, Riverside 
Drive, and Palmer Avenue). It then crosses a 
bridge over the rail line and enters Kingsland 
Point Park. The trail continues through the park 
and along the shoreline at recent riverfront 
developments (Edge-on-Hudson, Ichabod’s 
Landing), a small park (Horan’s Landing), and 
along the river at another new development (11 
River Street) before exiting the village.

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
(TARRYTOWN NORTH)
Once in Tarrytown, the trail continues to the 
south through a series of riverfront parks—
Scenic Hudson RiverWalk Park at Tarrytown, 
Pierson Park, and Losee Park—before ending 
(temporarily) at Greene Street. Plans are in 
the works to extend the RiverWalk under the 
Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge to another 
existing section of trail, which resumes at 
the end of Van Wart Avenue (see below for 
additional detail).

WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
CONNECTION UNDER THE GOVERNOR 
MARIO M. CUOMO BRIDGE 
(TARRYTOWN)
Scenic Hudson is partnering with Westchester 
County, the Village of Tarrytown, and others to 
fill the 0.9-mile gap in the Westchester RiverWalk 
between Losee Park and Van Wart Avenue in the 
southern part of Tarrytown. The project includes 
a bicycle/pedestrian bridge crossing over the 
railroad with stairs up to Westchester Landing 
and the Shared Use Path to Rockland County. 
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Image: John Halpern / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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INTRODUCTION TO REGIONAL TRAIL 
SYSTEM MAPS
The following series of maps show regional trail 
systems along the Hudson River. This includes 
trail data from the New York State Greenway 
Trails System developed by the NYS Office of 
Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation 
(OPRHP), the EST, and the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC).

It is important to note that there are many local 
trail systems not shown on these maps. For 
the purposes of this plan, local trail systems 
are defined by smaller trail systems that are 
limited to the park or preserve in which they are 
contained and do not connect to areas outside 
of their park or preserve. Regional trail systems 
are represented as longer trails that provide 
connections between multiple sites or are 
identified in statewide datasets.

The following map set focuses on regional 
trail systems due to limited availability of a 
comprehensive GIS dataset of local trails 
throughout the vast Hudson Valley. The site 
sheets in Chapter 6 indicate whether or not a 
site specific trail(s) is available under “Existing 
Amenities.” The site sheets also indicate if the 
site is linked to other sites by a regional trail link. 

Descriptions of the trail categories shown on the 
maps are outlined here.

NEW YORK STATE GREENWAY TRAILS 
SYSTEM
A requirement of the 2021 Statewide Greenway 
Trails Plan was to compile an up-to-date 
inventory of existing, planned, and proposed 
trails that form New York State’s Greenway 
Trails System. For this effort, OPRHP built upon 
existing greenway trails data and updated its 

inventory through outreach to trail stakeholders 
across the state. This inventory shows these 
four trail categories on the following greenways 
map set: 

Existing Trails: Existing greenway trails were 
defined as trail corridors currently in operation 
and open to the public. These create the 
framework of the statewide greenway trails 
system, and a network across the state. Each 
year, new sections of trail are constructed that 
add to the system, providing recreational and 
transportation opportunities to more and more 
people.

Planned Trails: Planned greenway trails are 
defined as corridors where tangible progress 
has been made to extend an existing greenway 
trail or create a new one. The data collection 
has determined that there are over 228 miles 
of planned trails in New York. Progress might 
include: 

For the purposes of the 
HRAP, shoreline trails, 
shared use paths, and 
greenways should be 
considered equal as 
all provide off-road 
opportunities for walking 
and bicycling.

The difference in wording 
for this type of facility 
varys from one managing 
entity to another.
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• The purchase of a property for greenway 
trail development,

• A signed lease or railbanking agreement,

• A completed planning document or 
feasibility study, or

• A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with a landowner to develop a trail corridor.

Proposed Trails: Proposed trails include viable 
corridors such as unused rail routes, canal 
paths, or other rights-of-way are considered 
potential new greenway trails but still require 
acquisition, abandonment, planning, or other 
major steps to determine feasibility. Identifying 
these trail opportunities is an important step in 
the development of the Greenway Trails System. 
The Statewide Greenway Trails Plan inventory 
identified 1120 miles of proposed trails in New 
York.

Potential Trails: A significant number of 
Statewide Greenway Trails Plan stakeholder 
participants identified trail gaps as a critical 
item to address in this plan. Gaps in a trail 
system prevent users from connecting to 
desired destinations, from accessing alternative 
transportation options, and do not attain the full 
potential of a truly connected network. While 
every trail gap may require a unique strategy to 
address, the identification of these gaps is one 
of the first steps toward a solution. The inventory 
and mapping work completed for the Statewide 
Greenway Trails Plan seeks to identify these 
gaps in a way that can determine their potential 
connectivity.

EMPIRE STATE TRAIL
In 2017, New York State launched the Empire 
State Trail (EST) to promote outdoor recreation, 

encourage healthy lifestyles, support community 
vitality, and bolster tourism-related economic 
development.

The 750-mile EST showcases New York’s special 
places, diverse history, and iconic landscapes.

The EST welcomes bicyclists and walkers of 
all ages and abilities to experience the Empire 
State’s urban centers, village main streets, rural 
communities, and diverse history, from New 
York City through the Hudson River Valley, west 
to Buffalo along the Erie Canal, and north to the 
Champlain Valley and Adirondacks.

The following greenways map set displays these 
three trail categories of the EST:

Off Road Trails: Wherever possible, the EST is 
“off road,” utilizing historic railway routes (e.g. 
rail-trails), canal tow paths, or other off road 
shared use path options. 

On Road Trails: For on-road segments, the EST 
follows public roadways, utilizing low-volume 
local roads wherever available. On-road portions 
of the trail may be bike lanes, buffered bike 
lanes, or shared lanes. Sidewalks or walkable 
shoulders are also available for people walking 
the EST in these areas.

Connector Trails: The connector trails identify 
trail connections between the EST and local 
hubs such as villages and downtown centers.

NYS DEC
DEC Trail/Road (Hiking Allowed): The NYS 
DEC maintains a number of trails throughout 
the Hudson Valley. Using the NYS DEC Roads 
and Trails dataset available from the NYS GIS 
Clearinghouse, the following maps display all 
segments where the dataset identifies hiking as 
an allowed use.
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

Open Hudson River Valley Greenways
Planned Hudson River Valley Greenways
Proposed Hudson River Valley Greenways
Potential Hudson River Valley Trail Corridors
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Shoreline Access

Open Hudson River Valley Greenways
Planned Hudson River Valley Greenways
Proposed Hudson River Valley Greenways
Potential Hudson River Valley Trail Corridors
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

Open Hudson River Valley Greenways
Planned Hudson River Valley Greenways
Proposed Hudson River Valley Greenways
Potential Hudson River Valley Trail Corridors
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

Open Hudson River Valley Greenways
Planned Hudson River Valley Greenways
Proposed Hudson River Valley Greenways
Potential Hudson River Valley Trail Corridors
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Shoreline Access

Open Hudson River Valley Greenways
Planned Hudson River Valley Greenways
Proposed Hudson River Valley Greenways
Potential Hudson River Valley Trail Corridors
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Shoreline Access

Open Hudson River Valley Greenways
Planned Hudson River Valley Greenways
Proposed Hudson River Valley Greenways
Potential Hudson River Valley Trail Corridors
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN
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6 ACCESS SITES

Image: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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INTRODUCTION
Existing public parks, preserves, recreational lands, and formally-designated Hudson River Valley 
Greenway Water Trail sites were inventoried and presented to the public for feedback (See Chapter 1: 
Public Involvement for additional information on the public involvement process). Each of these sites is 
provided with its own Site Sheet described in this report and included on the inventory maps. 

ACCESS SITES
For approximately 285 nautical miles along the shores of the Hudson River, existing public parks, 
preserves, recreational lands, and other access sites were inventoried using existing GIS data and 
aerial images. Physical field reviews of the shoreline were also conducted on November 12-13, 2019, 
and November 8-9, 13, and 15, 2022. These sites range from large state parks to specific Hudson River 
Greenway Water Trail access sites to generational fishing destinations. Access sites that appeared 
or are known to provide access (public or private) for fishing, boating, or other activities were also 
inventoried. Each of these sites is described in this report and included on the inventory maps.

A total of 479 sites were identified. They include: parks, HRVG sites, motorized and non-motorized boat 
launches; marinas, and informal sites. This report provides two-page Site Sheets for 209 sites or site 
groups. 

Sites were grouped when elements of individual sites were closely related, small, and in close proximity 
to one another, or directly linked through management and ownership. Descriptions include size, 
ownership, access across the railroad, existing uses, and future recommendations. The team also 
inventoried places that appeared or are known to provide public or private access for fishing, boating, or 
other activities. Each of these sites is described in this report and included on the inventory maps.

In Albany County, the Ports of Albany and Coeymans were not accessed during the field review as they 
do not have public access. There are also many quarries along the river, especially along the western 
shore. While they are currently inaccessible, they are noted as future opportunities. 

The NYS Department of Transportation has begun a $5M study of the I-787 corridor as well as a $350-
$400M project to replace the Livingston Avenue CSX/Amtrak Bridge over the Hudson River. Both efforts 
will improve access to and across the river. As such, these areas were not studied or analyzed in depth. 
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The consultant team assessed 479 sites that are described in further detail within this chapter, with 
a Site Sheet for each individual site or site group. These descriptions include size, ownership, access 
across the railroad or other physical barrier, existing uses, and recommendations for future uses. 
Additional, less traveled locations identified by the public are listed on page 125. 

Statistics Total

Shoreline Miles 285

Total Access Sites 479

Parks 192

Greenway Water Trail sites 92

Boat launches 53

Informal Access Sites 88

Marinas 54

Railroad Crossings to Access Sites 181

At-grade railroad crossings 52

Bridges over railroad 105

Tunnels under railroad 24

Railroad at river’s edge 88.5 miles

Roads at river’s edge 10 miles

Steep slopes 59 miles
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MARINAS
There are dozens of marinas shown on the maps 
within this report. During the public comment 
period, many comments and votes were received 
by individuals regarding them. Site Sheets for 
marinas are not provided in this report as many 
are private and public access is limited.

Marinas play an important function to accessing 
the river, and not just for those who own a 
motorized boat. Many now offer access to 
kayakers and canoers, and combined with 
Hudson River Greenway Water Trail sites, they 
furnish paddlers with many opportunities to stop 
and rest during their travels. 

Marinas host tour boats, which enable non-
boaters access to the water, and an opportunity 
to enjoy the splendid vistas, bird watch, etc. A 
number of Hudson Valley marinas also have 
restaurants that are open to the public, where 
again, people can enjoy the river.

Image: Jeff Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Image: Jeff Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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PORTS, QUARRIES AND 
PLANTS
In Albany County, the Ports of Albany 
and Coeymans were not accessed 
during the field review as they do not 
offer public access to the river. There 
are also many quarries along the river, 
especially along the western shore. 
While they are currently inaccessible, 
these should be noted as future 
opportunities. 

On the page that follows are aerial 
photographs of the Danskammer Power 
Plant and the Marlborough Quarry Site.
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Image: Jeff Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Image: Jeff Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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OTHER ACCESS SITES
A number of additional sites were identified 
through the public outreach process. For 
some of these, Site Sheets have been created 
and included, while others turned out to be 
private property with very limited access or 
were very minor in nature. Even though all are 
not described in detail, each of the publicly 
accessible sites below are worth noting to fully 
document areas where people currently or would 
like to access the Hudson River. 

Albany County

• Delaware Development waterfront (Cohoes, 
Albany)

• Cannon Street (Green Island, Albany)
• Starbuck Island North (Green Island, Albany)
• Starbuck Island South (Green Island, Albany)
• Sewer Plant (Coeymans, Albany)

Columbia County

• North Tivoli waterfront (Germantown, 
Columbia)

• Occluded Cove habitat (Germantown, 
Columbia) 

• North Germantown waterfront (Germantown, 
Columbia)

• Camp Creek mouth (Germantown, Columbia)
• Camp Creek Cove (Germantown, Columbia)
• Ford site (Germantown, Columbia) 
• Roeliff Jansen Kill/Station Road 

(Germantown, Columbia)
• Columbia Greene Community College 

(Livingston, Columbia)
• Hudson Dog Park (Hudson, Columbia)

Dutchess County

• Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery 
(Poughkeepsie, Dutchess)

• Locusts-on-Hudson (Staatsburgh, Dutchess)
• Sturgeon Point (Rhinebeck, Dutchess) 

• Edgewood (Tivoli, Dutchess) 
• Mount Gulian Historic Site (Fishkill, Dutchess)
• Mine Point (Poughkeepsie, Dutchess)

Rensselaer County

• 9J-south of Castleton (Castleton-on-Hudson, 
Rensselaer)

• Water Street (Troy, Rensselaer)
• Sage Soccer Field (Troy, Rensselaer)
• Former Price Chopper Redevelopment site 

(Troy, Rensselaer)
• Wynants Kill Convergence (Troy, Rensselaer)

Rockland County

• Town of Haverstraw Canoe and Kayak Launch 
(Haverstraw, Rockland)

Ulster County

• Saugerties Village Beach (Saugerties, Ulster)
• Quarry Road (Marlborough, Ulster)
• Fishing spot along River Road (Esopus, Ulster)
• Oakes Road - former parking (Lloyd, Ulster)
• Blue Point kayak landing (Lloyd, Ulster)
• Blue Point (Lloyd, Ulster)

Westchester County

• Peabody Field (Sleepy Hollow, Westchester)
• Gouveia Park (Croton-on-Hudson, 

Westchester)
• Bridge over railroad - Landing Development 

(Dobbs Ferry, Westchester)

Image: Jo-Anne Asuncion / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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MAPPING AND DATABASE
The following maps display the team’s efforts 
collecting and organizing a wide variety of 
GIS data to map all formal and informal water 
access sites to the Hudson River. This data 
was collected using publicly available datasets 
and information provided by Scenic Hudson, a 
thorough desktop review of aerial imagery, and 
field work and site visits by our team for the 285 
miles of the river shoreline included in this study. 
The data collection for this plan not only involved 
identifying a river access site, but also included 
identification of what amenities, features, or 
activities are available at each site. Attributes 
such as parking, fish, boat launches – whether 
that be by hand or by trailer, access trails, picnic 

facilities, and scenic views have been assigned 
to each site. The dataset includes information 
about whether the site contains wetlands or 
protected habitats, its size, and ownership 
characteristics. All of this information is stored 
in an organized GIS dataset that is linked to 
each river access site that is assigned a unique 
identifier.

While the following maps show each park, boat 
launch, Greenway Water Trail site, and informal 
access sites, the Site Sheets that follow group 
related sites. For example, if a park contains 
a boat launch, you will see both the park and 
boat launch sites displayed on the maps, but 
the corresponding Site Sheet discusses the full 
site collectively and the amenities and access 
options provided at each site.
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Map 19:  Marlborough ,  Poughkeepsie (South )
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Map 20:  Newburgh  (North ),  Wappinger
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Map 21:  Newburgh  (South ),  Beacon ,  New Windsor
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Map 31:  Cl arkstown  (South ),  Orangetown  (North )
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Map 32:  Mount Pleasant (South ),  Greenburgh  (North )
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Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SIZE
Site of the site (acres)

OWNERSHIP
Land ownership of the site

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Description of how to access the site, such as 
adjacent roadways or railroad crossings.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Existing site conditions and uses are described 
here.

EACH SITE SHEET IS ORGANIZED IN THIS FORMAT.

Town/Village/City
Site Location: County and Municipality

Railroad Crossing Type 

(left to right): 

Tunnel, Bridge, At-Grade Crossing

Existing Amenities (left to right): 

Row 1: Trails, Parking, Picnicking, Scenic Views

Row 2: Fishing, Canoe/Kayak Launch, Boat Launch, 
Wetlands or Protected Hudson River Habitat

SITE SHEET TUTORIAL

Regional Trail Links: 

Regional trail systems that connect 
this site with other sites.

River Access: 

If the site offers 
access to the river.

Photo/Map:

A photo or map of each site is here.

SITE NAME
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

“A quote about this specific site 
from a respondent to our online 
map/survey.  

–Survey Respondent

Site specific recommendations are provided here.

Site “Votes”: Survey respondents were 
able to “vote” on each proposed site 
on the online interactive map. The 
number of people that indicated that 
they already use the site or would like 
to use the site is indicated here. 

Desired Amenities or Uses: Respondents were 
also able to indicate what they use or would 
like to use the site for. The popular choices are 
indicated here. From left to right: 

Row 1: Trails, Parking, Picnicking, Scenic Views, 
Swimming

Row 2: Fishing, Canoe/Kayak Launch, Boat 
Launch, Birding, Education/Habitat Restoration

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM...
Recommendations from existing plans, such 
as Local Waterfront Revitalization Plans or 
Comprehensive Plans, are described here. 

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

14
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch, briding, 
and education
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Access Sites - Saratoga Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES Page Intentially Blank
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

SARATOGA COUNTY
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Access Sites - Saratoga Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SOLDIERS & SAILORS MEMORIAL PARK
SIZE
0.6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Waterford 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed via either First Street 
or Broad Street and is directly adjacent to the 
Troy-Waterford Bridge. There is no designated 
parking area or trailhead.

Waterford
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Visitors have access to the Hudson River to 
enjoy scenic views and picnicking. 

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Incorporate a small boat launch for canoes, kayaks, etc.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site
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Access Sites - Saratoga Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

WATERFORD BOAT LAUNCH
SIZE
20 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State of New York 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Accessible via First Street, the launch connects 
visitors to the place where the Hudson and 
Mohawk rivers meet. Peebles Island and 
Waterford are linked to it via an alternating one-
lane truss bridge for vehicles, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists.

Waterford
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
While primarily a boat launch and parking area, 
this is also the eastern terminus of Waterford’s 
popular waterfront walkway along the Mohawk 
River, a wide concrete path atop the seawall that 
provides open views, fishing, and direct access 
for docking boats. The site also hosts festivals 
such as the annual Waterford Tugboat Roundup. 
The boat launch features an information kiosk, 
benches, and picnic tables.

“...Parking lot area is very nice. 
There’s an aluminum dock next to 
launch...”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain access to the Mohawk and Hudson rivers.

4
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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Access Sites - Saratoga Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

PEEBLES ISLAND STATE PARK
SIZE
250 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State of New York 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Peebles Island State Park can be accessed 
from Second Street in Waterford or Railroad 
Drive on Van Schaick Island. Its parking lot is 
located on Delaware Avenue. The park also 
can be accessed from the Empire State Trail, 
which crosses directly in front of the parking lot. 
Peebles Island and Waterford are connected via 
an alternating one-lane truss bridge for vehicles, 
pedestrians, and bicyclists.

Waterford

Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail

Source: Google
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Peebles Island offers many scenic views and 
picnic locations along its two-plus miles of trails, 
which are open year-round and allow for walking, 
running, snowshoeing, and cross country 
skiing. The 250-acre park is a protected habitat 
consisting of wetlands, wooded areas, and an 
open field. Visitors have access to fishing sites 
and a Hudson River Greenway Water Trail site 
for launching canoes/kayaks to paddle on the 
Mohawk or Hudson River. There is also a large 
overlook extending into the Hudson River. 

“Needs kayak dock in water and 
closer parking to portage your 
kayak.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain public access to the river and improve access to the canoe/kayak dock.

8
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site
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Access Sites - Albany Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES Page Intentially Blank
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

ALBANY COUNTY
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Access Sites - Albany Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

LOWER HUDSON AVE PARK
SIZE
1.8 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Green Island 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Lower Hudson Avenue Park can be accessed 
from Hudson Avenue, which is also an on-road 
portion of the Empire State Trail.

Green Island

Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Lower Hudson Avenue Park is an open space 
where visitors can use picnic tables, benches, 
and walk along criss-crossing sidewalks to 
observe the scenic views of the Hudson River. 
Parking is available in an adjacent lot on the 
corner of Tibbits and Hudson Avenues. The park 
sits above the Hudson River with a natural slope. 
A gate at the north end of the park, when open, 
provides access to a natural path to the river’s 
edge.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Formalize the path to the river and establish a canoe/kayak launch. Improve parking.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site
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Access Sites - Albany Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HUDSON SHORES PARK
SIZE
9 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Watervliet 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Hudson Shores Park is separated from the City 
of Watervliet by I-787. It is accessible to the 
north using Selkie Drive, off 23rd Street. Ample 
parking is available.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park offers a variety of uses, including a 

Watervliet

Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

waterfront trail, benches, pavilions, and picnic 
areas. Restrooms are also available. At the 
park’s southern end, there is a canoe/kayak 
launch, as well as docks and a boathouse used 
by the RPI crew teams. In 2023, the waterfront 
trail will be extended and reconstructed as a 10-
foot shared-use path. Additional new amenities 
will include playground features and boat docks, 
one of which will accommodate a commercial 
tour boat company. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM HUDSON 
SHORES PARK MASTER PLAN (2021)
A master plan for the park was completed in 
2021. The master plan includes the addition of a 
restaurant within the park, relocating parking and 
the boat house away from the river’s edge, and 
expanding picnic areas. Additional bicycle and 
pedestrian access is proposed by constructing 
a new tunnel under I-787 at the south end of the 
park.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue pursuing funding for improvements proposed in the master plan.

6
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

Pier Over Water/Docks
(7,000 sqft - 11,800 sqft)

Extend Bulkhead 
Under New Docks

Additional Parking Lot
(35 Parking Spaces)

Maintain Existing 
Roadway

Relocate Parking Lot
(30 Parking Spaces)

Picnic Area & Future 
Bridge Approach

Overlook

Crew Boat Dock

Tunnel
12’ wide

Relocate Existing 
Boat House

Noise Barrier

Pavillion (450 sqft - 750 sqft)

Existing Parking  
(48 Parking Spaces)

Shared Use Path, 10’ Wide

Small Play Area 
(150 sqft - 250 sqft) Typ.

Restaurant (2,200 sqft -3,000 sqft)

Existing Restrooms

Playground 
(600 sqft - 1,100 sqft) 

Existing Pavillion

Vegetation Buffer
Kayak Launch

 Existing Parking
(37 Parking Spaces)

Proposed Service Drive

Open Green Space

SELKE DR

23RD
ST

Shoreline Stabilization

HUDSON SHORES PARK CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN
WATERVLIET, NY 
Issue Date: 10/15/2021

0 62.5’ 250’125’

Hudson Shores Park Master Plan
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Access Sites - Albany Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

MOHAWK-HUDSON BIKE HIKE TRAIL 
(MHBHT)- 4TH STREET TRAILHEAD

SIZE
0.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State of New York 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail (MHBHT) 
trailhead in Watervliet can be accessed by 4th 
Street, which is also an on-road portion of the 
Empire State Trail. The entrance uses a small 
tunnel under I-787.

Watervliet

Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The trailhead consists of over 20 parking 
spaces where visitors can leave their vehicles 
to use a small park or the MHBHT. Along with a 
designated fishing area providing access to the 
Hudson River, the park features bike racks and a 
few benches.

FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
This area is part of the I-787 access study, being 
led by NYSDOT, starting in Spring 2023.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Add a small canoe/kayak launch area to access the Hudson River Greenway Water Trail along the 
Hudson River.

3
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site
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Access Sites - Albany Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

RIVERFRONT PRESERVE
SIZE
50 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State of New York 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Riverfront Preserve can only be accessed via the 
Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail (MHBHT), with 
access from Corning Preserve, Menands, Troy-
Menands Bridge, Menands’s Wards Lane, and 
Watervliet’s 4th Street trailheads. There are no 
crossings over or under I-787 in the immediate 
area.

Albany

Riverfront Preserve

Source: Google

Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The MHBHT features benches along the Hudson 
River and places to fish along the river’s edge. 
Riverfront Preserve affords scenic river views.

FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
This area is part of the I-787 access study, being 
led by NYSDOT, starting in Spring 2023.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Replace sections of mowed lawn with native plantings to restore habitat and mitigate flooding 
impacts.

3
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site
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Access Sites - Albany Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CORNING PRESERVE - JENNINGS 
LANDING

SIZE
15 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Albany 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Corning Preserve can be accessed from several 
locations along Quay Street, as well as a bicycle 
and pedestrian bridge over I-787 at Maiden Lane. 
The recently completed Albany Skywalk also 
provides bicycle and pedestrian access under 
I-787 from Clinton Avenue. Parking is available in 
several areas and along streets adjacent to the 
park.

Albany

Source: Capital District Moms

Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The preserve offers many amenities. The 
Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike Trail/Empire State 
Trail runs its entire length. A boat launch at its 
northern end offers access to the Hudson River 
for motorized and non-motorized crafts and 
is also home to several rowing clubs. Picnic 
areas, benches, and a playground are located 
throughout the park. A 1,000-seat amphitheater 
hosts numerous events.

FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
This area is part of the I-787 access study, being 
led by NYSDOT, starting in Spring 2023.

“I would like to see habitat 
restoration/greening of this area. 
I would like this area to feel more 
walkable and inviting.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Implement future recommendations for increased access to the Albany waterfront.

14
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch, briding, 
and education



167

Access Sites - Albany Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

USS SLATER
SIZE
Not Applicable. 306 foot long WWII warship.

OWNERSHIP
The USS Slater is located on Broadway & Quay 
Streets along the riverfront in downtown Albany. 
This floating museum is readily accessible 
via I-787, local city streets, and the South End 
Connector multi-use path. 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The USS Slater is located on Broadway & Quay 
Streets along the riverfront in downtown Albany.  
The floating museum is readily accessible 

Albany

South End Bikeway Connector

Source: Jeffrey Deal - Filmworks
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

via I-787, local city streets and the South End 
Connector multi-use path.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A popular attraction and floating museum, the 
USS Slater is the only World War II-era destroyer 
escort still afloat and the only one in existence 
with its original battle armament. Launched in 
1944, the Slater saw service in both the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans. In the former, it protected 
convoys of men and material from Nazi U-boats; 
in the latter, it defended naval task forces from 
Japanese submarines and kamikaze attacks. 
Guided tours of the 306-foot-long vessel, often 
conducted by Navy veterans, highlight the 
activities of the crew and explore the navigating 
bridge and radio rooms, the ship’s weaponry, 
and its berthing spaces and mess rooms. The 
USS Slater is open annually from April through 
November.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to support this wonderful asset in the ongoing I-787 corridor riverfront access study.

2
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: Upstate NYer
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Access Sites - Albany Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

ISLAND CREEK PARK
SIZE
1.3 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Albany 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Island Creek/Church Street Park can be 
accessed by Church Street, where there is an 
at-grade railroad crossing. Parking is available at 
the main entrance of the park.

Albany



170

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This small park features a boat launch, picnic 
areas, and an overlook offering scenic views.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Install signage at the park entrance so visitors know its location. Improve the lookout area and 
improve/maintain cleanliness within the park through a routine community clean-up initiative.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

MOH-HE-CON-NUCK NATURE PRESERVE
SIZE
53.8 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Bethlehem 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Moh-He-Con-Nuck Nature Preserve can be 
accessed off River Road (Route 144) just north 
of Gibson Road. There is currently no direct 
access to the Hudson River at this site.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This 53-acre nature preserve offers 1.2 miles 
of walking trails. Originally occupied by the 
Mohican, the name means “people of waters 
that are never still.” Open year round, the 

Bethlehem

Moh-He-Con-Nuck 
Nature Preserve

Source: Google



172

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT
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preserve is bordered by River Road (NYS Route 
144) on the west, the Job Corps property to 
the south, residential properties and Simmons 
Road to the north, and the Hudson River to the 
east. Its 1.2 miles of trails—relatively flat and 
ADA-compliant—are great for birding, hiking, and 
cross-country skiing.  The town-owned preserve 
consists of two parcels — a 50-plus acre piece 
along River Road and three-acres along the river. 
A sloping strip of land that bisects the two is 
(apparently) owned by the Job Corps, preventing 
access to the riverfront portion of the preserve 
by land. However, canoeists and kayakers are 
welcome to access the beach parcel via the river.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM MOH-HE-
CON-NUCK MASTER PLAN (2009)
The Town issued the Moh-He-Con-Nuck Master 
Plan on April 10, 2009. A series of staged 
improvements were proposed.

“The Town of Bethlehem is trying 
to get permission from the US Dept 
of Labor to put a short trail across a 
narrow strip of their land to provide 
access to the Hudson River shoreline 
in the Moh-He-Con-Nuck preserve”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Work with the US Department of Labor, which owns and operated the adjacent Job Corps Center, to 
allow the Town of Bethlehem to build an 18” wide dirt path across a 20’ wide stretch of federal land 
that bisects the Moh-He-Con-Nuck Preserve so people can reach the Hudson River shoreline.

4
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HENRY HUDSON TOWN PARK
SIZE
51 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Bethlehem / State of New York 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Town-owned park is located on Barent/
Winne and Lyons roads. The main entrance is at 
the intersection of State Route 144 and Barent/
Winne Road.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The facilities include a boat launch for motorized 
craft, a launch for kayaks, canoes and other 
hand-powered craft, picnic areas with grills, 

Bethlehem

Henry Hudson Town Park

Source: Google
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softball field, playground, volleyball court, 
horseshoes, gazebo, pavilion, and accessible 
fishing area.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LWRP 
(2021)
A Comprehensive Park Master Plan and Shoreline 
Stabilization and Improvement Plan were 
completed in June 2021 as part of the Town 
of Bethlehem’s Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Program effort. The master plan includes an 
interconnected pedestrian loop system at the 
riverfront park area that will link all riverfront 
amenities, diversify park spaces, create riverfront 
overlooks and access, and collectively enrich 
the park experience and utilization for visitors 
of all ages and abilities. A multi-purpose trail 
surrounding the forested wetland perimeter 
encourages the utilization of the entire park 
property while creating opportunity for year-round 
recreation and education, and the connection 
of all components of Henry Hudson Park. The 
Shoreline Stabilization Study recommends that 
the full extent of existing concrete cap bulkhead 
be replaced with a combination of rock riprap 
revetment and joint planting. A fishing platform 
just south of the boat launch is also proposed, as 
well as a fire dock just north of the canoe/kayak 
launch.

“The kayak launch here is first 
rate!!!”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to advance the recommendations in the park master plan and Shoreline Stabilization 
Study. Create a public trail system on lands owned by the Town and Scenic Hudson and connect to 
conserved lands across the Vloman Kill.

25
respondents already 
use this site, and

11
respondents would like 
to use this site

50%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

COEYMANS LANDING RIVERFRONT PARK
SIZE
4.6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Coeymans 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed from Westerlo Street 
Extension. 

Coeymans
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park is located along the Hudson River in the 
hamlet of Coeymans. It features a playground, 
picnic tables, ball fields, fishing, and a boat 
launch. Kayak rentals are available. There is 
also a gazebo where summertime concerts 
are held. The Town of Coeymans used GIGP 
funds in 2023 to make green infrastructure 
improvements to the park. The installation of 
bioretention areas and stormwater street trees 
will help alleviate flooding while also providing 
a better environment for the community to 
gather. The project is defined by the “Coeymans 
Landing Riverfront Park Feasibility Study, dated 
September 9, 2021.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain recent park and access improvements.

8
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch
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Source: 
DeLaet’s 
Landing 

Apartments

RENSSELAER COUNTY
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

1011 2ND AVENUE PARK
SIZE
10.3 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Golub Prop of Watervliet Inc, 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
1011 2nd Avenue is an existing 10-acre parcel 
located on the eastern bank of the Hudson River 
at the northern limit of the City of Troy.  It sits 
approximately 20 feet above the river on shale 
outcroppings, with limited access to the banks 
of the Hudson.

Troy

Source: Kevin Vandenburgh/edp, LLP
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site is privately owned but has historically 
been used by residents for recreational activities.  
Informal trails exist on the site, as well as some 
water and sewer infrastructure owned and 
operated by the City of Troy.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT
A recently approved Planned Development 
District for the site will allow for 240 apartment 
units to be constructed.  As a condition of this 
approval, 2.5 acres will be open to the public 
in perpetuity. This acreage will provide a public 
kayak launch, multi-use path, seating areas, and 
general access to the Hudson.  Additionally, 
a series of private docks are proposed. Final 
site plan approval is still required from the city 
planning commission.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to develop public programming.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails, parking, and canoe/kayak 
launch
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

NORTH LANSINGBURGH WATERFRONT
SIZE
0.3 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Troy 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This area includes the 123rd Street Boat 
Launch and the Troy Motor Boat and Canoe 
Club. The boat launch is publicly accessible via 
123rd Street and provides direct access to the 
waterfront.

Troy
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The 123rd Street Boat Launch offers a put-in for 
smaller craft, a short walking trail with benches 
and shade trees, and scenic views. The Troy 
Motor Boat and Canoe Club is a private club on 
the riverfront providing no formal public access. 
Both are Hudson River Greenway Water Trail 
sites. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM  TROY 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2018)
The City of Troy’s Comprehensive Plan envisions 
expanding the 123rd Street Boat Launch into 
a more vibrant and attractive city park. It is 
also envisioned as a connection in the broader 
riverfront trail, which will connect to the bridge at 
126th Street crossing the river into Waterford.

“Boat launch has been neglected 
by City of Troy for years.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain and expand river access in this area. As per the City’s Comprehensive Plan, expand the 
123rd St boat launch into a more vibrant and attractive park and connect it to the City’s waterfront 
trail system, including the 126th St bridge to Waterford.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
boat launch
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SOUTH LANSINGBURGH WATERFRONT
SIZE
0.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Troy / Lansingburgh Historical Society 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Lansingburgh Waterfront includes a group 
of small greenspaces along 1st Avenue at 111th 
St, Herman Melville Park, and the Troy 9/11 
Memorial Park. Each site is easily accessible 
by car and foot via the city’s street grid, and 
provides direct access to the Hudson River.

Troy
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RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The greenspace at 111th Street is a small area 
where public use has recently been formalized 
by the addition of benches and a picnic table 
near the river’s edge. Herman Melville Park is a 
quiet riverside lot owned by the Lansingburgh 
Historical Society where the public can sit on the 
grass or fish. Troy’s 9/11 Park features a short 
sidewalk along the water, views, and a bench.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TROY 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2018) / TROY 
PARKS MASTER PLAN (2020)
The City of Troy’s Comprehensive Plan identifies 
the need for a better linkage between the 
riverfront at 111th Street and Powers Park. The 
city is planning to convert 1st Avenue into a 
shared street, which will help link all three sites 
and provide a more comfortable experience for 
pedestrians and cyclists. Further north, along 
1st Avenue, “water lobbies” (small park areas 
in the right of way) are proposed at each of the 
cross streets whose rights-of-way extend to the 
Hudson River.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Add signage at Herman Melville Park to make the space more welcoming to the community. Add a 
shade tree to the north end of 9/11 Park. Complete the shared roadway improvements for 1st Avenue 
and proposed “water lobbies” as recommended in the Comprehensive and Parks Plans cited above.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

INGALLS AVE BOAT LAUNCH
SIZE
4.2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Troy 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Ingalls Avenue Boat Launch can be directly 
accessed by vehicle or foot via Ingalls Avenue. It 
provides direct access to the Hudson River.

Troy
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
It features a sizable boat launch and parking 
area — including more than a dozen larger 
parking spaces to accommodate vehicles with 
trailers — as well as fishing access and picnic 
areas. New sidewalk connections and a small 
trail segment connect the park to Middleburgh 
Street, one block south.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TROY 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2018)
The City of Troy’s Comprehensive Plan identifies 
the need to create a riverfront trail that includes 
connections to the Ingalls Avenue Boat Launch.

“The large vacant lots adjacent to 
the parking lot and launch access 
ramp could easily and readily be 
redeveloped into public parks 
and gardens for the adjacent 
community and apartment 
buildings in North Central Troy to 
access.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

As noted in the comprehensive plan, connect the Ingalls Avenue Boat Launch to the longer 
riverfront trail.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
education
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

RIVERFRONT PARK
SIZE
4.1 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Troy 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Located off River Street, Riverfront Park provides 
direct access to the Hudson River along Troy’s 
newly constructed sea wall and marina. Visitors 
can access it by parking in one of the many 
adjacent lots. Additionally, street parking is 
available free of charge on weekends. There is no 
railroad present in this area of Troy.

Troy

South Troy Riverfront Bikeway

Source: Zach Durocher
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Riverfront Park provides a location for large 
gatherings, with amenities such as an amphitheater, 
gazebo, seating, and a small marina. Visitors can 
walk along 1.5 mile riverfront trail, where they have 
access to scenic views and multiple picnic areas. 

Riverfront Park also hosts the Troy Waterfront 
Farmers Market on Saturdays from May through 
October. On busy weekends, it can attract up to 
15,000 visitors. Additionally, the park affords access 
to the Hudson River for boat launching and fishing 
via the Troy Downtown Marina. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TROY DRI 
(2021)
In 2022, Troy was awarded $10 million as part of 
a Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) that will 
directly enhance the Riverwalk District, including 
Riverfront Park. Improvements will include an 
extension of the Riverwalk Trail that will provide 
improved bicycle and pedestrian connections to the 
North Central and Lansingburgh neighborhoods. 
(The trail will ultimately extend seven miles.) 
Additional improvements within the district include 
construction of a destination playground for families 
and an improved connection between the park and 
Monument Square Plaza.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Support the city’s efforts for improvements proposed in the DRI. Extend riverfront trail to provide 
improved bicycle/pedestrian connections to the North Central and Lansingburgh neighborhoods, and 
construct a destination playground for families, and improve the connection between the park and 
Monument Plaza.

8
respondents already 
use this site, and

9
respondents would like 
to use this site

75%
would like to use this site for 
picnicking, scenic views, and 
fishing

“Addition of a playground and public 
restrooms would tremendously 
improve the quality of this park.”
–Survey Respondent
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

MADISON STREET PARK
SIZE
0.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Troy 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The area can be accessed directly from Madison 
Street, which ends at the Hudson Riverfront. There 
is an at-grade railroad crossing over tracks that 
experience light use by freight trains. Informal, on-
street parking is available.

Troy

South Troy Riverfront Bikeway
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A popular fishing area, this small overlook 
features seating and picnic tables. Anglers 
often use the park to access an adjacent 
brownfield site to the north owned by the 
City of Troy. Though Madison Street Park is a 
designated Hudson River Greenway Water Trail 
site, the canoe/kayak launch is informal, steep, 
overgrown, unmarked, and generally unusable in 
its current condition. Traffic on Madison Street, 
though low in volume, consists mostly of heavy 
trucks from a paving business adjacent to the 
park.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TROY 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2018)
Troy’s Comprehensive Plan recommends 
formalizing the Madison Street Park area into a 
“water lobby,” a small park primarily utilizing the 
right of way. This investment will reaffirm the 
area’s identity as a public space on the Hudson. 
The city also envisions creating a robust 
waterfront trail, which would abut the park.

“Redevelopment of this City-
owned parcel should include 
public access to the river.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

In addition to carrying out recommendations in the city’s comprehensive plan, add shade trees and 
formalize the canoe/kayak launch. Extend more formal access for pedestrians east of the park to 
First Street and complete the park extension through the brownfield site to the Poesten Kill. 

8
respondents already 
use this site, and

15
respondents would like 
to use this site

71%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

STOW HILL NATURE PRESERVE
SIZE
5.6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Troy 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Lacking a formal parking lot or trailhead, the 
preserve can be accessed by parking along 
Maxwell Drive, a dead end street. The land sits 
above the river, with no formal crossing of the 
tracks or Water Street to access it.

Troy

Proposed Rensselaer County Trail

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Stow Hill Nature Preserve is an informal 
greenspace owned by the City of Troy that 
features trails and the adjacent Stow Hill 
Community Garden

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

The City of Troy should formalize this greenspace as a publicly accessible nature preserve with a 
designated trailhead at the end of Maxwell Drive and sufficient trail signage. 

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

5
respondents would like 
to use this site
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HILTON PARK/FORBES AVE BOAT LAUNCH
SIZE
0.9 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Rensselaer 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park, which provides direct access to the 
Hudson River, can be reached via Forbes Road, 
where there is an at-grade railroad crossing over 
a section of track with infrequent freight train 
traffic.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park features a boat launch and small dock, 
areas to fish and picnic, and a parking lot. The 

Rensselaer

Source: Google

Proposed Rensselaer County Trail
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park abuts an informal trail network to the north 
that connects to South Troy — the proposed 
Rensselaer Waterfront Trail. Hilton Park also 
affords scenic views, including one of Albany’s 
skyline.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
RENSSELAER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2006)
Rensselaer’s 2006 Comprehensive Plan, which 
refers to this area as the Forbes Avenue Boat 
Launch, identified an opportunity to expand 
this space into “a larger, centralized park to 
accommodate crowds and large events.”

“Convenient access for small 
boats, shore fishing and riverfront 
recreation”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Create formal access to existing trails and expand the park area as recommended in the 
comprehensive plan.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
fishing, canoe/kayak launch, 
and boat launch
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EXISTING AMENITIES

DE LAET’S LANDING
SIZE
24 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Public Easement / Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Multiple railroad tracks between the Rensselaer 
Amtrak Train Station and maintenance yard 
are crossed by the Broadway bridge which 
also provides pedestrian and bicycle access.  
Entrance to De Laet’s Landing is via Broadway.

Rensselaer

Proposed Rensselaer County Trail

Source: DeLaet’s Landing Apartments
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Hudson River Esplanade, pictured above, 
was recently constructed, providing public 
access to this portion of the Hudson River 
shoreline. A small dock may be constructed in 
the future. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE 
RENSSELAER COUNTY HUDSON RIVER 
ACCESS PLAN (2018)
“As a private site currently under development, 
there are no physical recommendations for this 
site. However, discussions should be undertaken 
to assess the potential to put in dock space in 
the future which would provide additional access 
to the waterfront in this location.”

100%
would like to use this 
site for scenic views, 
recreation, birding, trails, 
and canoe/kayak access 

“This important Hudson River 
access must remain open to 
the public and not turned into a 
private or limited access to land 
and water use. Our river belongs 
to the people.” 

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

1
respondents already use 
this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain this popular vista of the Albany skyline.  Consider adding additional public parking 
spaces in the future. Continue to pursue recommendations from the Rensselaer County Hudson 
River Access Plan.
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EXISTING AMENITIES

CRAILO STATE HISTORIC SITE
SIZE
<1 Acre

OWNERSHIP
Public (NYS OPRHP)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no railroad crossing to access this site. 
Access is from the City of Rensselaer.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site is an historic and tourism destination. 
There is no formal waterfront access; however, 
the site provides views of the Hudson River and 
Albany skyline.

Rensselaer

Source: Google
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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
RENSSELAER COUNTY HUDSON RIVER 
ACCESS PLAN (2018)
“The development of water-based access 
through a dock or non-powerboat landing area 
for small craft would provide additional access 
opportunities and visitor potential for the site. 
Additionally, developing an ADA accessible 
pathway to the waterfront/stone retaining wall, 
if feasible with the slope, from the road and an 
associated passive sitting area would increase 
access opportunities to the River at this site.”

“... I know many including me 
would use it if they knew it 
existed...”

–Survey Respondent

2
respondents already use 
this site, and

9
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing access and view shed.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Source: Crailo State Historic Site 
Victorian Preservation Association
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS
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TURNING BASIN OVERLOOK
SIZE
< 1 Acre

OWNERSHIP
City of Rensselaer 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Access is via bridge crossing along Irwin Stewart 
Port Expressway or from the City of Rensselaer.

Rensselaer
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site is a small cleared and paved area with a 
path branching from the Irwin Stewart Port road. 
The small park provides views of the watercraft 
turning basin and the Albany riverfront.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
RENSSELAER COUNTY HUDSON RIVER 
ACCESS PLAN (2018)
“Select vegetation trimming would open-up 
views to the riverfront which could potentially 
increase desirability of utilizing the site without 
necessarily degrading the vegetative “buffer” 
along the rivers edge.”

100%
would like to use this site 
for scenic views, recreation, 
birding, trails, and parking

“This is the former turning basin 
and the perfect location for river 
access...”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

2
respondents already 
use this site, and

11
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain or improve existing views by discrete vegetation trimming. 
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STAATS POINT / PAPSCANEE ISLAND NATURE 
PRESERVE SOUTH / NORTH

SIZE
> 80 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Public/Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The at-grade crossing at Staats Island Road 
features crossing arms and warning lights in 
each direction. The Papscanee Island Nature 
Preserve is also accessible from the north at the 
end of American Oil Road.

Schodack/East Greenbush
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This is a scenic, forested, and relatively 
undeveloped section of the river. The dead-end 
road is used been used informally in the past 
for parking and fishing access to the Papscanee 
Creek. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
RENSSELAER COUNTY HUDSON RIVER 
ACCESS PLAN (2018)
“The site would benefit from the development 
of more loop trails, educational & wayfinding 
signage, riverfront access, and the placement 
of natural benches (using downed-trees on-site 
to make a bench) at key locations, particularly 
along the riverfront. The Town of Schodack, 
Rensselaer County and Open Space Institute, in 
cooperation with the Papscanee Tribe, should 
cooperatively develop a plan for undertaking 
future improvements and maintenance.”

80%
would like to use this site for 
trails and recreation

60%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and birding

“An amazing place for gatherings 
and appreciation for residents of 
natural beauty in hometown 

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

12
respondents already use 
this site, and

26
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossing and provide access to the south to Campbell Island. Continue to 
pursue recommendations from the Rensselaer County Hudson River Access Plan and support the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohican Indians’ nomination this property and other adjacent lands as 
the Papscanee Island Historic District to the National Register of Historic Places.
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CAMPBELL ISLAND
SIZE
Over 80 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS OGS / Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A direct, at-grade crossing to this site has been 
removed. A bridge over Papscanee Creek has 
also been removed, but its girders and bulkheads 
are still in place. The surviving framework is 
currently used for informal access to the site.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
At Campbell’s Island, the riverside is primarily 
flat, sandy woodlands. Much of the shoreline 
is bulkheaded with a low, sloping concrete 

Schodack

Source: Jeanne Casatelli / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org Source: Jeanne Casatelli / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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structure that offers easy walking and open views 
along the river. This is a scenic and relatively 
undeveloped section of the river, from which the 
Albany skyline is visible to the north. Along the 
Papscanee, there are extensive wetlands. The dead-
end road access is used as parking and fishing 
access to the Papscanee Creek. This site is part of the 
Papscanee Marsh and Creek Significant Coastal Fish 
and Wildlife Habitat.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM RENSSELAER 
COUNTY HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN 
(2018)
“There is a long history of efforts at this location to 
gain access to the southern portion of the peninsula. 
Members of the Rensselaer Land Trust have been 
in contact with the property owner of the southern-
most section of the peninsula and with New York 
State (which owns another parcel) to discuss 
potential options and opportunities for development. 
Development of this site should include public access 
given its location and natural features. A phased site 
plan has been drafted by one property owner. While 
planning for this site is complicated by a complex set 
of land ownerships, efforts should continue with the 
landowners to open this site to the public.”

88%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and trails

81%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“...need at least seasonal limited road 
access to allow basic enjoyment of 
this beautiful waterfront that’s been 
cut off for too long...”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

13
respondents already 
use this site, and

52
respondents would like 
to use this site

Implement recommendations in the Rensselaer County Hudson River Access plan. Work with 
public/private land owners to conserved lands as appropriate, restore access and provide a 
permanent rail crossing to the mainland. 



205

Access Sites - Rensselaer Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON MUNICIPAL 
WATERFRONT PARK

SIZE
<1 Acre

OWNERSHIP
Village of Castleton-on-Hudson

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
At-grade crossing with active warning lights 
and crossing arms has been blocked for almost 
30 years by imposing fencing and a locked 
gate. The signal times are short, with the train 
crossing just 30 seconds after the crossing arms 
lower and the warning lights flash. 

Castleton-On-Hudson

Proposed Crossing (Source: Village / KaN)

Existing Crossing
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This is an undeveloped village waterfront 
municipal park with no public river access. 
Immediately adjacent to the park on River Road 
(Route 9J) is the Village’s business district, 
which is in desperate need of revitalization.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
RENSSELAER COUNTY HUDSON RIVER 
ACCESS PLAN (2018)
“This is a high-priority municipal park 
development location. Once the accessibility 
issue has been resolved, which is a major issue, 
redevelopment of the site should be a quick and 
somewhat easy undertaking as the Village is 
leading the effort, is the project champion, and 
the site is mostly paved - minimizing natural 
features and environmental concerns.”

78%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

76%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“This location would add 
immeasurable value in terms 
of public access to the river  
and utilization of this resource. 
Access would truly help to 
revitalize the historic village as 
well.

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

22
respondents already use 
this site, and

171
respondents would like 
to use this site

Support Village’s planned 2023 Petition to the NYSDOT Commissioner requesting an Adminstrative 
Hearing to upgrade existing at-grade crossing. Support subsequent park development in 2024 
and inclusion in the Hudson Eagles Recreation Area (See page 27-28 for additional context and 
recommendations).



207

Access Sites - Rensselaer Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON BOAT CLUB

SIZE
<1 Acre

OWNERSHIP
Village of Castleton-on-Hudson

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
At-grade crossing with warning lights and 
crossing arms is present. Space is limited 
around the crossing given the frequency of 
vehicles with boats and trailers using the 
crossing.  

Castleton-On-Hudson

Source: Jeanne Casatelli / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This is an existing private boat club/marina with 
a boat launch and slips available for members 
and transient boaters. There is a clubhouse on 
site, racks for kayaks, and electric hook up at the 
slips. 

88%
would like to use this site for 
boat access

76%
would like to use this site 
for canoe/kayak access and 
parking

“Member of the Castleton Boat 
Club for more than 15 years.  We 
boat on the river from NYC all the 
way up to Lake Champlain and 
points in between. Safe and user 
friendly access to the Hudson 
River is important for recreation, 
conservation, and safety.

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

9
respondents already 
use this site, and

17
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossing, and couple signalization with municipal park immediately to the north.
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Access Sites - Rensselaer Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SCHODACK ISLAND STATE PARK
SIZE
1052 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS OPRHP

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A bridge was constructed in 2004 over the 
railroad to provide access to the state park. 

Schodack
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This large state park includes a full array of 
amenities, including a trailered boat launch, 
hiking trails, picnic areas, playgrounds, sports 
fields, restrooms and over 60 campsites. The 
park also hosts two Hudson River Greenway 
Water Trail sites—one on the Hudson River and 
another on Schodack Creek. A portion of the 
park is designated as a Bird Conservation Area 
(BCA) that is home to many species of birds, 
including bald eagles, cerulean warblers and 
blue herons that nest in the cottonwood trees. 

89%
would like to use this site for 
trails

78%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and recreation

“A beautiful island park along 
the river! I’m there nearly 
everyday and enjoy it very 
much. Great hiking trails, kayak 
and boat launches and wildlife 
observatory. Very scenic and 
peaceful.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

35
respondents already 
use this site, and

8
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain the existing vehicular bridge that provides access to the park.
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Access Sites - Rensselaer Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SCHODACK LANDING NORTH
SIZE
Part of Railroad ROW

OWNERSHIP
Private (Railroad)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present. 
Signs warning of “Private Property-No 
Trespassing” are posted at the site. The site is at 
the end of a short gravel driveway connecting to 
NYS Route 9J.

Schodack



212

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN
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RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site appears to provide access to rail 
infrastructure for maintenance. There is a 
wooded strip of land on the west side of the rail 
line that could allow for river access.

4
respondents already 
use this site, and

16
respondents would like 
to use this site

Create a defined track crossing for river access. Site improvements are a low priority compared to 
other sites in this document. Future improvements should consider need and habitat conditions.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:
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Access Sites - Rensselaer Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SCHODACK LANDING SOUTH
SIZE
Part of Railroad ROW

OWNERSHIP
Private (Railroad)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present. 
Signs warning of “Private Property-No 
Trespassing” are posted at the site.

Schodack
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The narrow area of land on the west side of 
the rail line at the terminus of Perry Way in the 
village of Schodack Landing appears to be used 
frequently for water related recreation. There are 
boats stored on the land between the riverbank 
and the rail line; it is presumed the area is used 
for launching small boats and fishing.

100%
would like to use this site for 
birding and scenic views

67%
would like to use this site for 
trails and recreation

“This is also an access point 
for locals who fish.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

7
respondents already 
use this site, and

24
respondents would like 
to use this site

Create a defined track crossing for river access. Site improvements are a low priority compared to 
other sites in this document. Future improvements should consider need and habitat conditions.
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Access Sites - Greene Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES Page Intentially Blank
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RECOMMENDATIONS

GREENE COUNTY
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Access Sites - Greene Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HANNACROIX CREEK PRESERVE/HUDSON 
RIVER INTERPRETIVE TRAIL/DEC UNIQUE 
AREA

SIZE
200+ Acres

OWNERSHIP
New Baltimore Conservancy / Town Of New 
Baltimore / NYSDEC 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Parking is provided at the Hannacroix Creek 
Preserve. A pedestrian crossing of State Route 
144 leads from the parking lot to the Hudson 
River Interpretive Trail and DEC Unique Area. 
Access is also available via the Hudson River 
Greenway Water Trail site at the Hudson River 
Interpretive Trail, and another beach at the DEC 
Unique Area.

New Baltimore
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The combined 200+ acres of conserved lands 
provide for the protection of an estuary of 
statewide significance while offering public 
access to miles of trails, Hudson River beaches, 
historic mill remnants, a tidal pond, a migratory 
bird platform, the world’s first recycled plastic 
truss bridge, and a waterfall at the creek’s 
head of tide. The New Baltimore Conservancy, 
which owns the 139-acre preserve, is working 
with NYSDOT on a large information kiosk that 
covers the site’s rich Native American history 
and environmental significance. The kiosk will 
be installed in the fall of 2023. The Conservancy 
entered a maintenance agreement in 2023 with 
NYSDEC to improve public access and signage 
to the trails in the 25-acre Unique Area. The 
Town of New Baltimore owns and maintains the 
40 acre Hudson River Interpretive Trail.

“Wonderful tidal estuary with the 
beach, tidal pond and recycled 
plastic bridge. Would like to see 
trail extended into the adjoing 
DEC property.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

31
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch

RECOMMENDATIONS

The public/private coordination between NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (which 
owns the Unique Area), the Town of New Baltimore (owner of the Hudson River Interpretive Trail), 
and the New Baltimore Conservancy (which manages and/or maintains the entire assemblage) 
should continue. For safer pedestrian and bicycle access, NYSDOT’s five-year capital program should 
include the addition of a shoulder on SR 144 from the site to the adjacent historic districts of New 
Baltimore and Coeymans Landing.
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Access Sites - Greene Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CORNELL PARK
SIZE
0.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of New Baltimore 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A small parking lot is provided. The park is a 
designated Hudson River Greenway Water Trail 
site, so access is also available via kayak/canoe.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This unique pocket park, owned by the Town 
of New Baltimore, is located in the center of a 
National Historic Register District. In the past, 
the New Baltimore Conservancy worked with 

New Baltimore
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

the town to armor the shoreline from erosion 
and create the water trail access point. The 
park, a designated Hudson River Greenway 
Water Trail site, was traditionally the first stop 
in the annual paddle from Albany to New York 
City, with paddlers camping at the park. Private 
donations and volunteer labor have contributed 
to the Halloran Gazebo and new benches. The 
Conservancy hosts a popular Wine & Cheese 
event every summer. The park is popular with 
anglers, birders, and those who like watching the 
river’s flow.

“Wonderful pocket park in historic 
district.  However, kayak launch 
needs significant repair.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

The large stones protecting the shoreline are in disrepair. The water trail site has been seriously 
damaged from past storms and ice floes to the point that it is unsafe to use. Funding is needed to 
restore both.

20
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch
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Access Sites - Greene Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SCENIC HUDSON’S LONG VIEW PARK/
SCENIC HUDSON PRESERVED LANDS

SIZE
250 Acres

OWNERSHIP
The Scenic Hudson Land Trust Inc. 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A parking lot for Long View Park is on River Road 
(CR 61). For those accessing the preserve lands 
north and west of the park, a grassy, seasonal 
parking area is further north on River Road. Many 
people access the sites by walking from New 
Baltimore’s National Historic Register District. 
The beach at Long View Park was designated 
as a Hudson River Greenway Water Trail site in 
2023.

New Baltimore
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RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Owned by Scenic Hudson and managed by the 
New Baltimore Conservancy, Long View Park 
offers excellent vistas of the Hudson River Valley. 
For hikers, cross-country skiers, and snowshoers, 
the trails go through farmland and forests, past a 
former stone quarry and ice house foundation to 
a large river beach (no swimming permitted). The 
beach was recently designated a Hudson River 
Greenway Water Trail Site. The vistas are popular 
with plein air painters. 

The park also contains the 19th-century Bronk-
Armstrong farm building complex that was added 
to the Greene County Historic Register in 2023. The 
main barn contains a collection of antique farm 
tools and is used for occasional education and 
social events.

A long-term grasslands plan allows haying of the 
fields without harming grassland bird species. 
The preserve lands, owned by Scenic Hudson and 
monitored by the New Baltimore Conservancy, are 
primarily wooded acres with an open marsh area 
popular with migratory birds. 

“This property has so much to 
offer, beautiful trail to the river and 
a treasure of a barn. it’s a gem and 
has a lot of possibilities for more.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

16
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site

83%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch

RECOMMENDATIONS
In 2023, the New Baltimore Conservancy, with 
the support of Scenic Hudson, applied for a 
Preserve New York grant to develop a long-
term preservation plan for the Bronk-Armstrong 
Barn.  Continue supporting the ongoing 
maintenance of park and preserve lands.  Seek 
State/National Historic Register designation for 

the farm complex. Consider a direct linkage 
between the Park and the other preserved 
lands in the future. 
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Access Sites - Greene Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

DIVNEY/BRONK ISLAND UNIQUE AREA
SIZE
56.7 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Environmental Conservation / The Scenic 
Hudson Land Trust, Inc. 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Currently, there is neither parking nor river 
access via canoe/kayak to these lands owned 
by Scenic Hudson and the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC).

New Baltimore
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RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A unique open space that combines hayed fields, 
woodlands, and river frontage.

“Glad to see that NYSDEC and 
Scenic Hudson are working 
to preserve this for future 
generations.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

The former Divney property provides the only upland access to the NYSDEC’s Bronck Island Unique 
Area. The property should be acquired by DEC and added to its holdings. It is recommended that 
plans include trailhead parking, historical markers (Bronck Island has a rich history), and trail signs.

3
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site

Bronck
Island
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COXSACKIE RIVERSIDE PARK
SIZE
3.3 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State of New York / Private 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access this two-acre public park by 
parking in the designated spaces along Betke 
Boulevard/South River Street. It offers direct 
access to the Hudson River.

Coxsackie
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Coxsackie Riverside Park was significantly 
upgraded and expanded in 2021/2022 as 
part of the Hudson Eagles Recreation Area. 
Improvements included a newly renovated 
gazebo, new pavilion, playground, basketball 
court, bathrooms, boat washing station, and an 
EV charging station. Additional amenities include 
designated fishing sites and picnic areas that 
offer scenic Hudson River views. Visitors may 
also use the hard-surface NYS Boat Launch to 
access the Hudson River Greenway Water Trail.

“Sweet little walkable village with 
a lovely restore park by the river”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to maintain the park and river access.

28
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch and boat 
launch
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS
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EXISTING AMENITIES

FOUR MILE POINT PRESERVE
SIZE
7.4 Acres

OWNERSHIP
The Scenic Hudson Land Trust, Inc.

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access the preserve via Four Mile 
Point Road, directly off Route 385, where they 
can park in the existing lot. There is direct 
access to the Hudson River but there are no 
amenities for launching non-motorized boats.

Coxsackie

Four Mile Point Preserve

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Owned by Scenic Hudson, seven-acre Four-Mile 
Point Preserve offers an observation platform 
where visitors can view the Hudson River, and 
birdwatch. Visitors may also use the preserve’s 
trails to access a fishing spot on the water and a 
deck overlooking a pond, launch a canoe/kayak 
(access to the river is challenging due to a steep 
hill), or enjoy a riverfront picnic.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain current assets. Improve the accessible amenities from the parking area to a deck at the 
pond.

11
respondents already 
use this site, and

5
respondents would like 
to use this site
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EXISTING AMENITIES

VOSBURGH SWAMP/STOCKPORT CREEK 
STATE WETLAND

SIZE
290 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State of New York 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access the 290-acre wildlife 
management area by parking at the trailhead 
from Madarasz Road, off Route 385 and/or a 
small parking area at the trailhead on Four Mile 
Point Road.

Coxsackie

Vosburgh Swamp

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
At the Vosburgh Swamp WMA and Stockport 
Creek State Wetland Preservation Area, visitors 
can use the trail network to access fishing 
sites, picnic areas, and scenic viewpoints for 
observing the protected habitats and wetlands 
and wildlife living within them. An informal kayak 
launch is also available on Four Mile Point Road. 
Hunting and trapping are also permitted within 
the WMA.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Repair and replace wooden benches and kiosks as needed. Consider installing one set of 
comprehensive signage for all three adjoining locations — Vosburgh Swamp, Four-Mile Point 
Preserve, and Stockport Creek State Wetland Preservation Area — to improve visitor experience.

5
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site
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ATHENS BOAT LAUNCH
SIZE
2.1 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State Of New York 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Athens Boat Launch, accessible from NY-
385, offers direct access to the Hudson River 
via a hard-top boat launch and adjacent kayak/
canoe launch.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A Hudson River Greenway Water Trail site, it 
features a canoe/kayak launch and docks, kayak 
storage racks, and a boat ramp at the mouth 

Athens

Source: Google
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of Murderers Creek providing access to the 
river. The site has a large parking area, picnic 
tables, and benches. The boat launch is one of 
several in the area that will be renewed under 
the Hudson Eagles Recreation Area, an initiative 
launched in 2022 to improve public access and 
resiliency on the Hudson between Kingston 
and Albany and enhance connections to the 
waterfront communities in the region. Scenic 
Hudson has acquired the historic ice house 
remnants directly adjacent and south of this site 
for possible expansion of the launch as a park/
preserve. Scenic Hudson, the Village of Athens, 
and other partners are working toward the goal 
to rehabilitate the vacant 8,000 square-foot 
industrial warehouse on this conserved six-
acre riverfront land as a community center that 
celebrates the riverine heritage and connects to 
NYS Parks’ Athens State Boat Launch.

“Excellent location to 
launch a canoe or kayak - 
ample parking for paddling 
with a group.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain existing access and appurtenances. Work with the Village of Athens to develop the 
former ice house site as a park and work with partners to adaptively reuse former warehouse as a 
community building.

17
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site
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ATHEN’S WATERFRONT /  ATHENS 
RIVERFRONT PARK

SIZE
1.1 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Athens 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access the one-acre park by parking 
in designated spaces along North Water Street. 
There is no railroad crossing. Visitors may also 
access the park via ferry from Henry Hudson 
Riverfront Park in Hudson. The ferry operates 
Friday through Sunday between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day.

Athens
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Facilities include fishing sites, a gazebo, a 
pavilion, and multiple picnic tables. Boats can be 
launched from the State Boat Launch (a floating 
dock), and kayaks/canoes from the new 4th 
Street launch just south of the park.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ATHENS 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2021)
Work to expand uses at Riverfront Park, including 
the establishment of bike and kayak rentals, and 
maintain vistas to the river.

“Athens kayak launch - I’m just 
using the name it is commonly 
referred to as.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain and expand current uses. Establish bike and kayak rentals and maintain river views.

22
respondents already 
use this site, and

8
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access
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THE WILLOWS AT BRANDOW POINT / 
BRANDOW POINT UNIQUE AREA

SIZE
65 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Greene Land Trust (Willows) / NYS DEC (Unique 
Area)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access the protected habitat by 
using the parking lot on Route 385. There is no 
railroad crossing at this location.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Willows is managed by the Greene Land 
Trust, which provides programs throughout the 
year.  It features 1.5 miles of mowed trails that 

Athens

Source: Google
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lead from the historic William Brandow house 
to the riverfront, where fishing is permitted and 
picnics are welcome. Trails afford scenic views 
of the Hudson River and protected habitat. 

“This preserve is popular 
for walkers, educational 
programming and has great 
potential for access and 
education”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to maintain the preserve and unique area.

13
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails, scenic views, canoe/
kayak access, and education

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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COHOTATE PRESERVE
SIZE
52.1 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Greene County

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access this 52-acre preserve by 
parking at the designated lot on Route 385. 
There is no railroad crossing at this site.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Cohotate Preserve is open year-round for 
hiking, snowshoeing, and viewing wildlife. Trails 
include educational signage with information 

Athens

Source: Google
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about birds, wildlife, and forest habitats. Other 
amenities include picnic areas located on the 
foundation of an ice house at the river’s edge, 
several observation platforms to enjoy scenic 
vistas and wetlands within the preserve, and the 
Greene County Environmental Education Center 
and Environmental Field Station, which contains 
a lab and classroom.

FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
During a special Community Resources 
Committee meeting in April 2022, the Greene 
County Legislature unanimously approved a 
resolution to submit an application to NYS that 
will provide $100,000 toward improvements 
to the preserve. The county is committing 
an additional $250,000 and the Greene 
County Soil and Water Conservation District 
will contribute $400,000. The site, which 
hosts Columbia-Greene Community College 
classes in environmental studies, will undergo 
improvements to its HVAC, bathrooms, and 
water supply.

“Pleasant trails on the banks 
of the Hudson. Good views”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve and maintain wood structures and signage within the preserve. Continue with the planned 
improvements noted above.

9
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site
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RIP VAN WINKLE BRIDGE PARK/ HUDSON 
RIVER SKYWALK

SIZE
1+ Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Bridge Authority 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access this riverfront park by 
parking in the lot directly adjacent to the NYS 
Bridge Authority building on Route 23 at the 
west approach to the Rip Van Winkle Bridge. 
The bridge crosses over the CSX and Amtrak rail 
lines.

Catskill

Source: HudsonRiverSkywalk.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This pocket park, maintained by the NYS 
Bridge Authority, features picnic areas and 
trails that lead to excellent views of the river 
and surrounding valley. It is part of the new 
Hudson River Skywalk pedestrian path over the 
river that connects the Thomas Cole House 
National Historic Site in Catskill and Olana State 
Historic Site in Hudson. See Chapter 4 for more 
information about the bridge.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to maintain scenic views of the Hudson River.

9
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site
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DUTCHMAN’S LANDING PARK / CATSKILL 
POINT

SIZE
20 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Catskill / Greene County 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access Dutchman’s Landing Park 
and Catskill Point from the eastern end of Main 
Street. There are no railroad crossings at this 
location.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Facilities at Dutchman’s Landing Park (north of 
Main Street) include fishing sites, boat launch 
ramps (including hard-surface launch just north 

Catskill

Dutchman’s 
Landing Park

Source: Google

Catskill Point
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of the park), barbecue grills, picnic tables, and a 
playground. Visitors have access to scenic views 
of Olana State Historic Site to the east and the 
Rip Van Winkle Bridge to the north. 

Catskill Point, located south of Main Street, is 
a well-maintained park featuring a cobblestone 
plaza, shoreline esplanade, benches, lawn, views 
of Olana and, across Catskill Creek to Ramshorn-
Livingston Sanctuary. Catskill Point also boasts 
an early 20th century Freight Master’s Building, 
which has been repurposed as a maritime 
museum and event space.

On an historical note, a portion of Catskill Point 
was once Wanatonka Island, a former island now 
connected by dredge spoils to Catskill Point.

“Beautiful vantage point to watch 
the  tides of the river that flows 
both ways, especially in winter 
when the ice is flowing north!”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the site’s existing attributes.

37
respondents already 
use this site, and

9
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views
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RAMSHORN - LIVINGSTON SANCTUARY
SIZE
612 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust Inc. / National 
Audubon Society Inc 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can park at the designated lot and 
trailhead along Dubois Road to access the 
sanctuary. There is no railroad crossing at this 
location.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Visitors to this 612-acre sanctuary can picnic, 
fish, or launch a canoe/kayak to Ramshorn 

Catskill

Source: Google
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Creek, which flows through a tidal swamp to the 
Hudson River. A two-mile trail network features 
interpretive signage, multiple bird watching 
locations, an observation tower offering scenic 
views of the surrounding wetlands, and a station 
for taking photos that will help document the 
impact of sea level rise on the site. Note that 
portions of the trail system may be under water 
during high tide.

“Extraordinary four season 
sanctuary to walk, observe birds, 
and listen to the ice forming on 
RamsHorn creek.  My go-to walk.  
Beautifully maintained by Scenic 
Hudson.  Thanks for rerouting 
some of the trails last summer.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Develop a sustainable solution for addressing the increased flooding on a section of the trail 
system and protecting the nearby habitat. Continue sea level rise documentation.

17
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
parking
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COLUMBIA COUNTY

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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HOOK BOAT CLUB
SIZE
40 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The site is served by an at-grade rail crossing 
that has no signal lights or crossing gates, 
only signs denoting “RR Xing” and “High Speed 
Trains.” The road beyond the crossing is a dirt 
road, posted and blocked by a gate.

Stuyvesant

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site contains a private boat club. Much of 
the rest of the area appears to be mixed wooded 
and marshland vegetation. Approximately 14 
acres of this site are classified as wetlands. 

50%
would like to use this site 
for scenic views, recreation, 
birding, trails, and boat access

“Private boat club”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

2
respondents already 
use this site, and

13
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossing.
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STUYVESANT LIGHT / LEWIS A. SWYER 
PRESERVE

SIZE
>500 acres

OWNERSHIP
The Nature Conservancy / Private (Railroad)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Lewis A. Swyer Preserve includes a 
boardwalk along the Mill Creek. The path stops 
short of the railroad and the Hudson River. 
Directly south of the site and across Mill Creek 
is the former site of the Stuyvesant Light on the 
Hudson River. 

Stuyvesant
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100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views, birding, and trails

50%
would like to use this site for 
recreation and parking

“Swyer Preserve, with boardwalk 
along Mill Creek through swamp 
to overlook tower.”

 –Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

5
respondents already use 
this site, and

21
respondents would like 
to use this site

Assess possibility of future at-grade pedestrian crossing to the shoreline. Site improvements are a 
low priority compared to other sites in this document. Future improvements should consider need 
and habitat conditions.
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SEE PARK / STUYVESANT LANDING
SIZE
4.3 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Public (Town of Stuyvesant)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The crossing allows for access to the riverfront 
from Route 26A (Riverview Street). This is an 
at-grade crossing with automatic crossing arms 
and warning lights.

Stuyvesant

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
See Park is a small municipal park and 
designated Hudson River Greenway Water Trail 
site with a kayak launch, boat launch, picnic 
tables and parking. The boat launch, important 
for fire department operations, is the only 
trailered boat launch between Schodack Island 
and Hudson, a distance of about 16 miles. The 
park is also an important location for fishing. 
The historic Stuyvesant Landing Depot, adjacent 
to the park, is currently being restored. Amtrak 
proposes impasse fencing and locked gates at 
this location. 

89%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

68%
would like to use this site for  
trails and recreation

“I cannot imagine not having 
access to this beautiful shoreline.  
It’s one of the reasons we chose 
to live here. It keeps me closer to 
nature.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

79
respondents already use 
this site, and

36
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossing. In lieu of Amtrak’s proposed impasse fencing, install lower wood 
guiderail fencing to direct people to the protected, at-grade crossing.
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NUTTEN HOOK - FERRY ROAD/ICE HOUSE 
RD

SIZE
94 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Public (NYS DEC) / Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There are two at-grade railroad crossings to 
access the 94 acres of land along the river. The 
south crossing is served by Ferry Road and 
features recently upgraded automated gates and 
warning lights in each direction. The northern 
end is served by a single-lane at-grade crossing 
without gates or lights.

Stuyvesant

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Nutten Hook Unique Area, owned by 
NYS DEC, is part of the larger Stockport Flats 
National Estuarine Research Reserve area. The 
Nutten Hook area includes two access points 
to the River. At the southern point, on Ferry 
Road, there’s a parking area, access to hiking 
trails, kayak launch, and swimming allowed. 
The northern point, on Ice House Road, provides 
parking, a pavilion, swimming, kayak launch for 
the Hudson River Greenway Water Trail, hiking 
trails, and access to the historic Ice House. It is 
part of the Stockport Creek and Flats Significant 
Coastal Fish & Wildlife Habitat. Recent 
improvements have been made to this site.

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

88%
would like to use this site for 
trails

“Only location on this side of 
river where you can drive, park 
and view the river both north 
and south from one location. 
Important History! 
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

36
respondents already use 
this site, and

26
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing railroad crossing.

“Great location for family or 
community events, often used for 
educational purposes.
–Survey Respondent
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CHARLES A FLOOD WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
AREA AT THE EMPIRE BRICKYARD

SIZE
591 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS DEC

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present.

Stockport

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This is an existing Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA), and a portion of it is within the Stockport 
Flats component of the Hudson River National 
Estuarine Research Reserve (HRNERR). It 
contains a trail system. Portions of the adjoining 
bay and brickyard ruins are privately owned. 

Access to the Wildlife Management Area can 
be found on Route 9J and Alvord’s Dock Road. 
There are two points along the Hudson River 
within the site: Judson Point and Gay’s Point. 
Currently, the only parking area trailhead is on 
Alvord’s Dock. 

Directly across from this site is the Stockport 
Middle Ground (an island), which is part of the 
Hudson River Islands State Park. The island is 
only accessible by boat.

89%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

78%
would like to use this site for 
birding

“I thought it was a secret, magic 
place. I still do. Now I get to take 
my grandkids to enjoy the magic 
and share such meaningful 
personal history.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

29
respondents already use 
this site, and

55
respondents would like 
to use this site

Consider installing an at-grade pedestrian crossing to provide access to the riverfront. Site 
improvements are a low priority compared to other sites in this document. Future improvements 
should consider need and habitat conditions.
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STOCKPORT CREEK
SIZE
5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS DEC

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no railroad crossing at this location.

Stockport

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A large parking lot is available with wood 
fencing around it to provide separation between 
the parking area and railroad. To the north, 
picnic tables, a gazebo, and information panel 
are present in a small park. To the south, at 
the mouth of the Stockport Creek, there is a 
Hudson River Greenway Water Trail access site. 
Kayakers can access the Hudson River by going 
underneath the railroad bridge just south of the 
site. 

Amtrak has proposed impasse fencing and a 
locked gate at this location.

82%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

73%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access

“I use this site to kayak in the 
creek and in the marsh.“

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

34
respondents already use 
this site, and

29
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain the existing park and access to the bay. Maintain the ability for kayakers and canoers 
to travel under the bridge for access to the Hudson River. Fencing or barriers intended to keep 
people away from the tracks should be low key and fit the context of this park.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

PRIMING HOOK
SIZE
>70 acres

OWNERSHIP
NYSDEC

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no existing crossing. 

Greenport/Stockport

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Priming Hook lies at the southernmost end of 
the Stockport Flats National Estuarine Research 
Reserve. It is one component of extensive 
upland bluffs, dredge spoils and wetlands 
between the railroad and the river south of the 
mouth of Stockport Creek. 

92%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

83%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“This is a really cool area - huge 
publicly-owned piece of nature, 
right on the water. but it needs 
trail access - right now you have 
to bushwack a quarter mile to get 
there.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

58
respondents already 
use this site, and

44
respondents would like 
to use this site

Establish a defined track crossing and access trail(s). Future improvements should consider need 
and habitat conditions.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

FURGARY FISHING VILLAGE
SIZE
1 acre

OWNERSHIP
City of Hudson

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing at this location

Hudson
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The small fishing village has 17 shacks 
remaining of the many that were used over the 
last century. Fishermen and hunters called these 
home while they fished and hunted in the bays 
and surrounding areas. The village was going to 
be torn down by the City when New York State 
stepped in to maintain this link to the river. 

89%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and canoe/kayak 
access

67%
would like to use this site for 
birding and recreation

“I use this area on an almost daily 
basis in good weather. It creates 
a safe and valuable entrance 
to the bay and especially the 
Hudson River”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

21
respondents already use 
this site, and

19
respondents would like 
to use this site

Preserve this historical resource as a historic site paying tribute to the Hudson River fishermen 
and their families who resided there. Re-open access to the Hudson River for fishing and 
recreation in this area. 



263

Access Sites - Columbia Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HENRY HUDSON PARK & HUDSON 
RIVER PUBLIC BOAT LAUNCH

SIZE
Over 2 acres

OWNERSHIP
Public / State

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The site is served by both the Ferry Street 
overpass and Broad Street at-grade crossing, 
which features crossing arms and signals. The 
Ferry Street bridge is currently closed but there 
are plans to re-open the bridge in the near term.

Hudson

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Henry Hudson Riverfront Park, a Hudson River 
Greenway Water Trail Site includes a fixed pier, 
floating docks, parking, gazebo, and other park 
amenities. The Hudson River Public Boat Launch 
provides parking and launch for trailered boats. 
A private boat club lies between these two public 
facilities.

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS FROM 
OTHER STUDIES
The Boat Launch at Hudson is a full service 
boat launch managed by New York State. The 
City has funding to replace / restore bridge over 
the tracks.   NYSOPRHP maintains the wall, 
and they believe that the boat club installed the 
fence. Parks will be coordinating with the City of 
Hudson to try to reduce fencing as part of the 
DRI project. 

85%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

80%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access

“
This is the best raw river front 
point in the City of Hudson. It’s 
safe easy access by foot, bike 
or car. You can see birds, watch 
the tide come up and down, no 
obstruction of view, but it’s the 
only one in Hudson and its really 
just a small parking lot!”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

101
respondents already use 
this site, and

48
respondents would like 
to use this site

Upgrades to the Park, and restoration of the Ferry Street steel truss bridge is under design in 2020. 
Remove chain link fencing along the bulkhead for river views. Bridge could be part of a corridor 
wide bridge repair contract. Support all efforts to upgrade the park and access options.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HUDSON - SOUTHERN WATERFRONT
SIZE
< 1 Acre

OWNERSHIP
City of Hudson

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present. Site 
access is via the Broad Street at-grade crossing 
approximately 0.4 miles northeast of the site and 
travel along the maintenance road.

Hudson

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This site is well used as an informal public park. 
The river banks provide access to the water for 
fishing sites. The point of land is more or less 
directly across the river from the Hudson-Athens 
Lighthouse, and provides a good view of the 
structure and a long view up the river to Middle 
Ground Flats. The City of Hudson is considering 
improvements at and adjacent to this area 
as part of their DRI (Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative.

68%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

63%
would like to use this site for 
fishing

“This is a lovely spot along the 
riverfront beyond the industrial 
area/gravel company needs and 
would be a wonderful point at 
which the public can access the 
river.” 

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

80
respondents already use 
this site, and

19
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossing and formalize public access along the maintenance road to the south 
to the City-owned waterfront parcel across from the lighthouse, as identified above.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

ROGERS ISLAND SOUTH / ROGERS ISLAND 
NORTH

SIZE
210 acres / 6 Acres (adjacent to railroad)

OWNERSHIP
New York State / Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This crossing site and the site immediately 
north allow for access to Rogers Island Wildlife 
Management Area. The crossing is signed as 
private, with stop signs, crossbucks and a paved 
apron to allow vehicle access. There are no 
crossing arms or lights present.

Greenport
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The crossing site abuts private property, though 
it is unclear if the site is on a private or state 
parcel. It is presumed the crossing affords small 
boat access to Rogers Island, which is owned 
by the State of New York. There is no crossing 
available from the mainland to the island.

67%
would like to use this site for 
birding 

58%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and canoe/kayak 
access

“I would love to know how to 
access this part of the river 
and know more about Rogers 
Island...”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

30
respondents already use 
this site, and

57
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain/upgrade existing crossing.  Research land ownership issue to develop a more public 
friendly trail access. Site improvements are a low priority compared to other sites in this document. 
Future improvements should consider need and habitat conditions.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

GREENDALE ROAD
SIZE
Unknown

OWNERSHIP
Private 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is a low rail bridge crossing over the tidal 
stream.

Greenport
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site appears to connect to adjacent 
farmland via a maintenance road that terminates 
at the rail line. There is space for parking 
vehicles along the rail line, and a maintenance 
road along the tracks connects to the farm road 
at this site.

75%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

50%
would like to use this site for 
recreation, birding, and canoe/
kayak access

“Many persons fish for stripers 
at this location.  For those not 
fortunate to have a boat, this is 
an ideal place to fish.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

22
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossing over tidal stream to allow access under the bridge. 
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

ERNEST R. LASHER, JR. MEMORIAL PARK
SIZE
10 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Public (Town of Germantown)/Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Automatic crossing arms with warning lights in 
each direction.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
There is an existing public boat launch, picnic 
tables, and parking facilities at this Hudson River 
Greenway Water Trail site. Once called “The 
Anchorage,” it was an early steamboat dock and 
served as the Half Moon Anchorage Recreation 

Germantown

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Proposed Germantown Riverfront Trail
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

Center hosting social gatherings in the 19th 
century. The site also included a sea plane 
facility visited by Eleanor Roosevelt.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LWRS 
(2018)
Mitigate further erosion of the shoreline; Minor 
park maintenance; Construct osprey platform; 
Study traffic and provide additional parking; 
Create a greenbelt around the park; Provide 
canoe and kayak storage and rental; Provide 
public restrooms; Construct a fishing pier.

76%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

70%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“This is an important source of 
enjoyment and quality of life for 
my friends and family.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

157
respondents already use 
this site, and

34
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing at-grade crossing. Create a riverwalk trail connecting Cheviot Park and Ernest R. 
Lasher, Jr. Park and implement the other recommendations from the LWRS noted above.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

GERMANTOWN - SOUTH OF ERNEST R. 
LASHER JR. MEMORIAL PARK

SIZE
Railroad ROW

OWNERSHIP
Private (Railroad)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present.

Germantown

Proposed Germantown Riverfront Trail

Source: NYS Orthoimagery
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
People identified four individual sites for fishing, 
nature appreciation or recreation throughout 
this half mile stretch of river. This section is 
often accessed by using the maintenance 
road, traveling south from Ernest R. Lasher, Jr. 
Memorial Park. 

70%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

50%
would like to use this site for 
trails, birding, and recreation

“I think truly the best view of the 
Catskills in the whole stretch of 
the Hudson is right here. 

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

63
respondents already use 
this site, and

51
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain access to the river’s edge for fishing, walking, and recreation. 
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

GERMANTOWN: NORTH OF MAIN STREET
SIZE
Railroad ROW

OWNERSHIP
Private (Railroad)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing available. Access can be 
obtained by using the maintenance road or from 
the river.

Germantown

Proposed Germantown Riverfront Trail

Source: NYS Orthoimagery Source: NYS Orthoimagery
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
People identified twelve individual sites that are 
popular places for fishing, nature appreciation 
or other recreation areas throughout this one (1) 
mile stretch of riverfront. 

87%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

73%
would like to use this site for 
birding

“
Please don’t take my spot away that 
my family has used for many years.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

188
respondents already use 
this site, and

133
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain access to the river’s edge along the maintenance road for fishing, walking, and 
recreation. Create riverwalk trail connecting Cheviot Park and Ernest R. Lasher, Jr. Memorial 
Park.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

GERMANTOWN - LOWER MAIN STREET
SIZE
Railroad ROW

OWNERSHIP
Private (Railroad)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Germantown’s Main Street terminates in a cul-
de-sac near the rail line. Extending north from 
Main Street is a shared driveway. The riverfront 

Germantown

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Proposed Germantown Riverfront Trail
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

area is used by nearby residents for boating, 
fishing, nature appreciation and picnicking. 
Currently there are no barriers or fencing 
prohibiting people from accessing the riverfront, 
along which are several docks and boats 
beached on the shore.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LWRS 
(2018)
Define property boundaries and acquire land 
from CSX; Construct a riverwalk; provide parking; 
Connect hamlet to the riverfront with sidewalks.

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

74%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“Favorite spot to bring my 
grandson to watch the train go 
by.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

197
respondents already use 
this site, and

79
respondents would like 
to use this site

Create a riverfront park with connections to Cheviot Park and Ernest R. Lasher Park. Maintain 
existing access to the riverfront, but reduce risk with a more practical, state-of-the-art at-grade 
pedestrian crossing with appropriate signage and safety devices.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

ICEHOUSE LANDING AND FISHING SITES

Germantown

SIZE
18.7 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Public (Town of Germantown)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
According to the Germantown LWRS, Ice House 
Landing is believed to have once been the site of 
the Cheviot Ice House. The approximately one-

Site Plan for Ice House Landing from 
Germantown LWRS 

• Clear brush

• Create two campground sites

• Elevate with fill

• Stabilize bank

• Weed path through water chestnuts

• Create path between river and railroad

Proposed Germantown Riverfront Trail

Source: Germantown LWRS
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RECOMMENDATIONS

86%
would like to use this site for 
birding and scenic views

71%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“This is one of the very few sites 
in the area where you can land a 
kayak or canoe and not be in a 
parking lot.  It’s precious. And as 
others have said, it’s the historic 
site of an old ice house.

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

68
respondents already 
use this site, and

30
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain access to the river’s edge for fishing, walking, and recreation. 

acre site is located west of the railroad just north 
of Cheviot Park. Until recently this was railroad 
property, now through advocacy by Riverkeeper 
and former Supervisor Liepshulz the site is 
owned by the Town of Germantown. Ice House 
Landing is currently overgrown and accessible 
only by water or by walking or driving down 
the railroad maintenance road. Although not 
a designated park, the site is used as a picnic 
area, for fishing and as a campsite by kayakers, 
boaters and others. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LWRP 
(2018)
Create a riverwalk trail connecting Cheviot Park 
and Ernest R. Lasher, Jr. Park and designate the 
parcel as an official Hudson River Greenway 
Water Trail site.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CHEVIOT TO ICE HOUSE LANDING
SIZE
Railroad ROW

OWNERSHIP
Private (Railroad)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Access to the maintenance road can be obtained 
via the at-grade crossing at Cheviot.

Germantown

Proposed Germantown Riverfront Trail
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Many local residents use the maintenance road 
to access various sites along the riverfront, 
including the abandoned ice house landing. At 
least three distinct locations were identified 
by the public for fishing, birding, and/or scenic 
views. 

57%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

43%
would like to use this site for 
fishing and trails

“This important Hudson River 
access must remain open to 
the public and not turned into a 
private or limited access to land 
and water use.” 

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

46
respondents already use 
this site, and

16
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain access to these fishing and water-related recreational sites along the river’s edge. 
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CHEVIOT PARK
SIZE
Over 1.4 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Germantown

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Automatic crossing arms with warning lights in 
each direction. Cheviot Road dead-ends at the 
rail crossing, and becomes an access way for 
the municipal park.

Germantown

Proposed Germantown Riverfront Trail
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This location is a municipal waterfront park and 
designated Hudson River Greenway Water Trail 
Site with a trailered boat launch, metal docks, 
picnic tables and parking. A lengthy gravel 
railroad maintenance road stretches north and 
south along the river.

Amtrak has proposed impasse fencing and a 
locked gate at this location.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LWRS 
(2018)
Repair/cover exposed rebar; Ensure speed 
limit/park regulations are enforced; Construct 
children’s playground; Create riverwalk trail along 
the shore north to Ernest R. Lasher, Jr. Memorial 
Park.

91%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

82%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“I take my dog for walks 
there, wonderful views, a true 
experience of the changes of 
nature with the seasons, which 
adds such value to the life here.” 

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

101
respondents already use 
this site, and

19
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossing, create riverwalk trail to the north and implement the other 
recommendations from the LWRS noted above.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

MIDWOOD ESTATE
SIZE
80 acres

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
An open single-lane truss bridge spans the rail 
line.

Clermont

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The property is privately owned, but the property 
owner invites environmental education groups 
from the City of Hudson to use it, park their 
kayaks in the boathouse, have picnics, and 
conduct environmental studies in the river. The 
owner would like to install flexible docks to 
facilitate this type of access. 

100%
would like to use this site for 
recreation and scenic views

75%
would like to use this site for 
birding and canoe/kayak access

“I use this every day.  All spring, 
summer, fall to kayak, and 
otherwise to walk, view sunset 
and just enjoy viewing the eagles 
that perch in this area.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

33
respondents already 
use this site, and

30
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing bridge crossing as part of a corridor-wide bridge repair contract. 
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CLERMONT STATE HISTORIC SITE
SIZE
500 acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS OPRHP

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is an asphalt apron across the tracks at 
the crossing site. No gates or warning lights are 
present. It is marked as a private crossing.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The crossing leads to a protrusion of land and 
remnants of Clermont Manor’s historic boat 
dock, which is intact but under the water. A 

Clermont
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fence is intended to keep people from crossing 
the tracks.On August 17, 1807, the dock was 
the only stop Robert Fulton’s steamboat North 
River made on its epic voyage to Albany.  The 
purpose of stopping at Clermont was to pick 
up a most important passenger, Chancellor 
Robert Livingston, who was Fulton’s partner 
and principal funder.  They went on together 
to Albany.  This historic voyage marked the 
commencement of steam navigation in the 
world.  Recent estimates put dock restoration at 
$1.5M- $2M.

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

67%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“Great place to watch ice boats 
sailing when the river is frozen.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

51
respondents already use 
this site, and

19
respondents would like 
to use this site

Re-establish an inviting path to the riverfront and install pedestrian gates at the existing 
railroad crossing at a later date. Restore the historic dock to provide future access to the site 
by tour boat.
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Map produced by NYSOPRHP GIS Bureau, September 22,  2015.

Park Office:  (518) 434-0834
Taconic Regional Office:  (845) 889-4100
State Park Police: 1 (877) 851-6086 
In Case of Emergency:  911

Trails

B - Bridle Trail - Orange - 2.9 Miles

C - Chancellor's Trail - Blue - 1 Mile

FR - Farm Road Trail - Yellow - 1.25 Miles

G - Formal Garden Trail - Green - 0.5 Miles

R - Riverside Trail - White - 0.85 Miles

RA - Rose Alba Trail - Red - 0.85 Miles

Legend

Bench

Bike Rack

Comfort Station

Drinking Fountain

Gate

Historic Structure

Maintenance Area

Parking Lot

Picnic Area

Trailhead

Bridge

Historic Point of Interest

!ö Scenic View

Trail color varies

Unmarked Trail

Roads

Railroad

State Historic Site

Garden

Ruin

Parking

Building

Water

Please be considerate of other park users.
Please report any accident or incident
immediately to park police. 
All boundaries and trails are shown as approximate.
Be aware of changing trail conditions.

µ
Source: NYSOPRHP
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES Page Intentially Blank
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ULSTER COUNTY

Source: Robert Rodriguez, Jr. / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

BRISTOL BEACH STATE PARK / EVES 
POINT

SIZE
242 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State of New York 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Eve’s Point, just north of Bristol Beach, can be 
accessed via Emrick Road, which takes drivers 
over an at-grade railroad crossing. Currently, 
there is no formal access point for Bristol Beach, 
which has been conserved primarily for wildlife 
habitat.

Saugerties

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Formerly a brickyard, Bristol Beach State 
Park now has facilities including a NYSDEC 
designated fishing site, a canoe/kayak launch, 
and multiple scenic viewing areas.

FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
According to a 2019 local newspaper article: “In 
2016, the town received grants of $15,000 and 
$42,500 from Hudson River Valley Greenway 
and $10,000 from the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation toward developing 
the Bristol Beach site. Another $73,000 has been 
made available from the former Winston Farm 
Alliance, which donated the funds after it shut 
down as an organization.” The town intended to 
use the funds to develop a trail at the southern 
end of Bristol Beach State Park.

“This is an amazing area that 
needs some access but it is 
one of the few large freshwater 
tidal marshes in this area. It 
also has some really interesting 
upland habitat. Not an area to 
be developed intensively but 
certainly underutilized.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve the Emerick Road entrance by updating the worn kiosk and installing parking signs to 
provide confirmation markers for visitors. Also, provide landscaping maintenance and garbage 
removal on the grounds.

12
respondents already 
use this site, and

8
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
birding
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GEORGE J. TERPENING SR. MEMORIAL 
PARK

SIZE
1 Acre

OWNERSHIP
Town of Saugerties 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access the park via the designated 
parking lot at the end of Riverside Drive. There is 
no railroad crossing.

Saugerties
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This one-acre park features a pavilion, benches, 
picnic sites, scenic views, and a canoe/kayak 
launch providing access to the Hudson River. 
This is a Hudson River Greenway Water Trail Site. 
It is adjacent to the town’s wastewater treatment 
plant.

“Would love for it to be easier to 
swim from here!”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to maintain the park as is.

11
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
swimming
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SAUGERTIES LIGHTHOUSE

SIZE
15 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Saugerties Lighthouse Conservancy 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The lighthouse can be reached via a half-mile 
nature trail at the end of Lighthouse Drive. 
Access is partially restricted during high tides. 
A small dock is available to boaters during 
restricted times.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A landmark beacon on the Hudson River, the 
Saugerties Lighthouse is a venerable aid to 

Saugerties
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navigation, constructed in 1869 at the mouth 
of Esopus Creek. The Saugerties Lighthouse 
Conservancy maintains the lighthouse 
and adjacent lands for public enjoyment. 
The lighthouse offers Bed & Breakfast 
accommodations, public tours (including 
panoramic views of the river and Catskill 
Mountains from the tower), and special events. 
Exterior access is available year-round from 
sunrise to sunset. Interior tours are offered on 
summer weekends or by appointment

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
SAUGERTIES COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
“Develop a multi-use trail system, which focuses 
on the development of a Hudson River Trail; with 
connections to the Village, schools, Cantine 
Field, Saugerties Lighthouse, Esopus Bend and 
Falling Waters Preserve.”

“Saugerties Lighthouse is a gem. 
It’s accessible on foot or by boat. 
I am thankful that it’s publicly 
accessible.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to maintain the lighthouse and public access. Protect trails and structures from future sea 
level rise and flooding. Develop a multi-use trail system as recommended in the Comprehensive 
Plan.

28
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
birding
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TINA CHORVAS WATERFRONT PARK
SIZE
1 Acre

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Saugerties 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed from East Bridge 
Street. It provides access to Esopus Creek, 0.75 
mile from its mouth on the Hudson River, and 
is the closest public canoe/kayak launch to the 
river in this area.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Tina Chorvas Memorial Park is a great setting for 
a relaxing stroll, launching a kayak or small boat, 

Saugerties
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or to enjoy the many annual events held there, 
including the Esopus Creek Festival featuring 
Arm-of-the-Sea Theater giant puppets.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
SAUGERTIES COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
“Increase access to the Hudson River and Lower 
Esopus Creek for boat, canoe, kayak launching 
and paddle boarding. Implement proposed 
plan for the Arm of the Sea Recreation Area. 
Encourage and support special attractions (such 
as the Arm-of-the-Sea Theater) that enhance the 
educational and ecological use of the riverfront.  
Establish a public boat launch ramp on the 
Lower Esopus Creek.”

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Implement recommendations provided by the Comprehensive Plan.

14
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access
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FALLING WATER PRESERVE
SIZE
149 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust Inc. 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Parking on Dominican Lane off York Street. The 
preserve offers access to the Hudson River.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The 149-acre preserve features two miles of 
trails connecting visitors through meadows and 
woodlands affording outstanding views of the 
Catskills, picturesque waterfalls with seating 
areas nearby, rock ledges slanting precipitously 

Saugerties
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into the river, and the remains of a historic ice 
house. It is a Hudson River Greenway Water Trail 
site (no formal launch, no camping).

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
SAUGERTIES COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
“Develop a multi-use trail system, which focuses 
on the development of a Hudson River Trail; with 
connections to the Village, schools, Cantine 
Field, Saugerties Lighthouse, Esopus Bend and 
Falling Waters Preserve.”

“one of my favorite hikes because 
of the diversity of the terrain and 
scenery”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Implement recommendations provided by the Comprehensive Plan. Protect views from Falling 
Waters Preserve Trails, water quality in the stream, and ecological values as neighboring properties 
are developed.

22
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails, parking, scenic views, 
and birding
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GLASCO MINI PARK
SIZE
5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town Of Saugerties 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park is located on Albany Street, near 
the Town of Saugerties’ Glasco Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. It offers direct access to the 
Hudson River.

Saugerties

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Glasco Mini Park is an excellent example of 
how communities can utilize funding from the 
Environmental Protection Fund to enhance 
recreational enjoyment and wastewater 
treatment facilities. Despite the “mini” in 
its name, the park offers diverse amenities, 
including ample parking, two boat launches, 
docks, a playground, a picnic area, and a 
pavilion.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain current park amenities. Update signage.

11
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails
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TURKEY POINT STATE FOREST
SIZE
139 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS DEC 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A parking area is available off Flatbush Camp 
Road. The forest also can be reached via trails 
from Sojourner Truth/Ulster Landing Park to the 
south. The Hudson River is accessible for the 
entire length of the forest.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This 139-acre landscape features wooded 
hills and terraces, a small forested swamp, 

Saugerties

Source: Donna Krog



304

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

an open swamp, a few brushy fields, and a 
small conifer plantation. Throughout the site, 
old woods and farm roads and logging trails 
provide opportunities for hiking, mountain biking, 
horseback riding, cross-country skiing, and 
snowshoeing. A 200-foot-long concrete dock, 
formerly used by the U.S. Coast Guard, allows 
anglers to fish for species, such as striped 
bass, not normally caught from shore. The dock 
and associated canoe/kayak launch are ADA-
accessible. Primitive camping, hunting, and 
trapping are permitted in the forest with some 
restrictions. The remains of a historic ice house 
can be found along the riverbank.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
SAUGERTIES COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
“Work with New York State to implement master 
plans for state-owned lands, such as Bristol 
Beach, Eve’s Point, and Turkey Point along the 
waterfront. This plan may include recreational 
opportunities, while addressing environmental 
concerns in the area. Work with the State of 
New York to develop Bristol Beach, Turkey Point 
and Eve’s Point as riverfront recreational areas / 
parks and ensure facilities are accessible to all 
users.”

“I love this quiet spot on the river.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain current amenities and make progress on comprehensive plan recommendations.

16
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails, swimming, and canoe/
kayak access
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SOJOURNER TRUTH/ULSTER LANDING 
PARK

SIZE
102.9 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Ulster County 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park, which can be accessed from Ulster 
Landing Road, provides direct access to the 
Hudson River.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Located on a scenic stretch of the Hudson, 
Sojourner Truth/Ulster Landing Park features a 
sandy, amply-sized beach staffed by lifeguards in 
season. Large freighters that pass create waves 

Ulster

Sojourner Truth / 
Ulster Landing Park

Source: Google
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that reach the shore. Several hiking trails (one 
of which is handicap accessible) offer beautiful 
views of the Hudson River and provide numerous 
bird watching opportunities. The park also 
features a boat launch, playgrounds, barbecue 
grills, horseshoe pits, basketball hoops, beach 
volleyball, and a rentable pavilion that can 
accommodate 85 people.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ULSTER 
COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2007)
Support the development of educational/
interpretive centers, including Ulster Landing 
Park and the Catskill Park Visitor Information 
Center.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Add educational and interpretive centers as recommended in the comprehensive plan. Continue to 
expand conservation areas and trail access.

26
respondents already 
use this site, and

12
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails and canoe/kayak access
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CHARLES RIDER PARK
SIZE
90 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Ulster 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed from Ulster Landing 
Road, south of the Kingston Rhinecliff Bridge. It 
offers direct access to the Hudson River.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
In addition to featuring the town’s most popular 
boat launch, with a concrete ramp and parking 
for 50 vehicles, Charles Rider Park has several 
picnic areas and a short land projection onto the 

Ulster
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river for scenic views and fishing. The park is a 
Hudson River Greenway Water Trail Site.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ULSTER 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2007)
“Provide more year-round parks & recreation 
activities within its parks system. When asked 
through the Comprehensive Plan Survey what 
type of recreational activities they would like 
to see, 18% responded bicycle lanes along 
highways, while 17% responded hiking, biking 
and cross-country ski trails.”

“I love this park. Go regularly for 
walking, birding..saw swans and 
enjoying the view”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the park and its amenities. Complete outstanding recommendations from the Ulster 
Comprehensive Plan. 

18
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views
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ROBERT POST MEMORIAL PARK
SIZE
60.2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Ulster 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed from Park Road, off 
Ulster Landing Road, and offers direct access to 
the Hudson River. It is open annually from May 
15 through October 15.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This park’s amenities include picnic tables, 
barbecue grills, a playground, basketball court, 
soccer field, volleyball court, bocce courts, 

Ulster
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fishing platform, bathroom facilities, and two 
pavilions.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ULSTER 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2007)
“Provide more year-round parks AND recreation 
activities within its parks system. When asked 
through the Comprehensive Plan Survey what 
type of recreational activities they would like 
to see, 18% responded bicycle lanes along 
highways, while 17% responded hiking, biking 
and cross-country ski trails.”

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

As per Comprehensive Plan recommendations, keep park open year round.

13
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site
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QUARRY WATERS, LLC
SIZE
178.92 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Quarry Waters, LLC, an affiliate of The Scenic 
Hudson Land Trust 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Once the park is developed it will be accessible 
from public streets in East Kingston.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This land is currently undeveloped as a public 
amenity.

Ulster

Source: Google
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FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
The former Kingston Capital property is now 
owned by Quarry Waters, LLC, an affiliate of The 
Scenic Hudson Land Trust. The undeveloped 
property boasts nearly a mile of direct frontage 
on the Hudson River. Together with Sojourner 
Truth State Park, Kingston Point Beach, and 
Robert Post Park to the north, the future park 
is part of the 4th-longest stretch of largely 
contiguous conserved shoreline on the Hudson 
River.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Open the site to the public and create trails and shoreline access where appropriate. Extend 
Sojourner Truth State Park onto this property. Consider rerouting a portion of the Empire State Trail 
through this property. Be sensitive to ecological resources.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site
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SOJOURNER TRUTH STATE PARK
SIZE
500+ Acres

OWNERSHIP
The Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There are three access points to this park — 
one parking area off Main Street in the Town of 
Ulster and two via the Empire State Trail from 
John Street, Town of Ulster (north) and from 
Kingston Point Beach/ North Street in the City 
of Kingston. The site encompasses more than a 
mile of Hudson River shoreline.

Kingston/Ulster

Kingston Brickyard Trail

Source: Robert Rodriguez, Jr. / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Scenic Hudson conserved the 520-acre 
landscape in 2019, and collaborated with 
the Palisades Interstate Park Commission 
(PIPC) and the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
(NYSOPRHP), to create the first state park in 
the City of Kingston and Town of Ulster. Scenic 
Hudson continues to manage the land under 
PIPC ownership per a cooperative management 
agreement. The site’s history — it contains 
historic remnants of the brickmaking, cement, 
and ice harvesting industries — and remarkable 
diversity of natural features (woods, wetlands, 
and a dramatic cliff and ridgeline) make it an 
ideal place to connect both with the region’s 
past and its wildlife. In addition to providing 
opportunities for intimate hikes and family 
gatherings, a large terrace offers ample space 
for community events. The Hudson River 
Brickyard Trail, a key segment of the Kingston 
Greenline and also part of the Empire State Trail, 
runs through the park.

FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
Future development of the park by the partners 
— a multi-year, multi-phase effort — will include 
providing public amenities, increasing access to 
the Hudson River, and offering recreational and 
educational opportunities.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to expand use of the park. Prioritize river access.

30
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

50%
would like to use this site for 
trails, scenic views, swimming, 
and birding
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KINGSTON POINT BEACH/ROTARY PARK
SIZE
92 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Kingston 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Kingston Point can be accessed from Delaware 
Avenue, with the beach to the north and Rotary 
Park to the south. The point can also be reached 
via the trolley line and Kingston Point Rail Trail. 
Both sites offer direct access to the Hudson 
River.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The beach features a pavilion, picnic area, 

Kingston

Source: Google

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Scenic Hudson
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volleyball courts, playground, kayak/small boat 
launch, and sandy swimming beach staffed by 
lifeguards in season. The park offers a second 
pavilion, softball fields, BMX track, disc golf 
course, dog park, nature trails, trolley landing, 
fishing, and birdwatching. Both parks are 
designated as Hudson River Valley Greenway 
Water Trail Sites.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM KINGSTON 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2016)
“The city should continue to focus future park 
investments in this area, including consideration 
of a soccer field at this location. The dike and 
pier should be re-established in order to provide 
a walkway out to the Kingston Point Lighthouse 
and contemplated improvements to the existing 
dog park should be implemented. The Kingston 
Point Park marsh complex should be maintained 
as a natural buffer for attenuating wave action 
during flood events. The Urban Cultural Parks 
Plan recommended the re-establishment of 
docking facilities for Dayliner and connection via 
trolley to the Rondout Core. This plan continues 
to recommend such facilities, which would also 
serve to connect the other park facilities and the 
end of the Hudson Promenade to the Rondout 
Core.”

“Great spot for family fun”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain current amenities and progress comprehensive plan recommendations. Continue ongoing, 
long-term plans to address sea level rise, as this area is subject to regular flooding.

75
respondents already 
use this site, and

10
respondents would like 
to use this site

86%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access
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KINGSTON RONDOUT WATERFRONT
SIZE
1 Acre

OWNERSHIP
City of Kingston / Hudson River Maritime 
Museum 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This area can be accessed from Rondout 
Landing, West Strand Street, and the Kingston 
Point Rail Trail/Empire State Trail. It provides 
access to the Hudson River via Rondout Creek.

Kingston

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Scenic Hudson
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
T.R. Gallo Waterfront Park, a Hudson River 
Greenway Water Trail site, features several 
parking areas, picnic areas, benches, a 
waterfront promenade, public restrooms, and the 
adjacent City Marina. The Hudson River Maritime 
Museum is adjacent to the park.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM KINGSTON 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2016)
“The City should continue to promote active 
programming of Rondout Area parks during 
cold weather months and increase activities 
as possible. Possible other ideas include an 
Oktoberfest event over several weekends, 
a Restaurant week event, or a first night 
celebration. The City may wish to consider 
constructing a heated pavilion for these types of 
events at the T.R. Gallo Park. Other possibilities 
could include watering the public plaza at T.R. 
Gallo Park to construct an artificial ice skating 
pond.”

“We hope the kayak boat docks 
stay available. And thank you for 
the EV charging stations.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain current amenities and advance comprehensive plan recommendations.

48
respondents already 
use this site, and

14
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access and boat 
launch
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SLEIGHTSBURGH PARK
SIZE
79 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Esopus 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed using a one-lane 
driveway from the intersection of Front and 
Everson streets. There is direct access to the 
Hudson River. It is a Hudson River Greenway 
Water Trail site. Trails vary in their accessibility 
through the marsh.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Excellent fishing and views abound at this park, 

Esopus

Source: Google
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conserved by Scenic Hudson and owned by the 
Town of Esopus. The 79-acre park encompasses 
the south peninsula at the mouth of Rondout 
Creek, a spit of land reaching almost all the way 
to the Kingston Lighthouse.  It is crisscrossed 
with trails that offer good birdwatching and 
views of the lighthouse. The site also has a 
small public boat launch providing access onto 
Rondout Creek, as well as a canoe/kayak launch. 
An overlook adjacent to the boat launch is ideal 
for fishing or watching activities across the 
creek at Kingston’s Rondout Waterfront.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ESOPUS 
RIVER ACCESS STUDY (2020)
Proposed improvements include reconfiguring 
the parking area to include ADA parking and 
trailer parking, a new canoe/kayak soft launch 
site, a 40 ft aluminum dock, and an ADA Port-A-
Potty. Trail improvements are also proposed with 
improved trail surfacing and drainage. Selective 
trimming is proposed and a small pull-off area to 
improve the access road. Increased monitoring 
and maintenance efforts are proposed as well as 
an update to rules and regulations.

“Great kayak launch and boat 
launch. Small parking area. With 
separate kayak/canoe access.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Protect tidal wetlands and wildlife habitats. Maintain existing trails. Implement recommendations 
from the River Access Study.

35
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access
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GEORGE H. FREER MEMORIAL BEACH
SIZE
6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Esopus 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed from Canal Street, on 
the north side of town. It provides direct access 
to the Hudson River.

Esopus
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This park offers open picnic space, a large 
pavilion, parking, and a playground. Its informal 
canoe/kayak launch is a Hudson River Greenway 
Water Trail site.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ESOPUS 
RIVER ACCESS STUDY (2020)
Recommendations include improvements to the 
soft canoe/kayak launch, improving the driveway 
and parking lot, relocating and upgrading to an 
ADA bathroom along with an ADA playground 
area. Other proposed improvements include 
additional walkways and boardwalks, green 
infrastructure and shoreline stabilization through 
repair of the bulkheads and shoreline plantings. 

“This is a great site to view 
waterfowl on the Hudson River.  
Birds typically rare in this area 
are often here overwintering, like 
Barrow’s Goldeneye, Harlequin 
Duck, and Long-tailed duck.  I am 
often there in the company of 
others also birding while there”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain current amenities and progress on River Access Study recommendations.

15
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

60%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access and birding



323

Access Sites - Ulster Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HIGH BANKS PRESERVE
SIZE
287 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust Inc. 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
An accessible overlook, seating and parking area 
are located on the west side of River Road. There 
is no direct access to the Hudson River.

Esopus

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
More than two miles of trails for hiking, 
mountain biking, and cross-country skiing 
connect with bluffs offering superb Hudson 
River vistas, extensive wetlands, wildflower-filled 
meadows, hardwood forests, fascinating rock 
formations, and shoreline along Esopus Lake. An 
accessible gateway allows all visitors to enjoy 
river views.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain site and views of the Hudson River. Pursue connections to nearby Hudson River 
waterfront parks.

17
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails
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ESOPUS MEADOWS PRESERVE /
LIGHTHOUSE PARK

SIZE
97 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust / Town of Esopus 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Parking areas for both are located on River Road. 
They offer direct access to the Hudson River.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Trails at this 96-acre Esopus Meadows Preserve, 
owned and managed by Scenic Hudson, pass 
through a rolling forest landscape and hug the 
shoreline to a dramatic river lookout and Hudson 
River Greenway Water Trail site. The “meadows” 

Esopus

Source: Google
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for which the preserve is named, are underwater. 
A Phenology Trail allows visitors to help 
scientists track changing climate impacts. There 
are two pavilions, one at the preserve’s trailhead 
that is ADA-compliant was built to withstand sea 
level rise and a smaller one further south. The 
preserve connects to the 0.7-acre Lighthouse 
Park, owned by the Town of Esopus. The park 
offers stunning views of the last wooden 
lighthouse remaining on the Hudson River, built 
in 1871 and the focus of volunteer efforts to 
open the historic landmark to the public.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ESOPUS 
RIVER ACCESS STUDY (2020)
Recommendations include parking and pathway 
improvements, reconfiguring the picnic areas 
and memorials, and selective tree clearing. 
Shoreline stabilization improvements are also 
proposed along with a canoe/kayak launch.

“I’ve landed my kayak here many 
times and picnicked at the 
pavilion. This is a terrific water 
trail site!”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain site and access to the Hudson River. Pursue improvements proposed in the River Access 
Study. Continue to control water chestnut infestation. At Esopus Meadows Preserve, continue to 
offer educational opportunities for Hudson River Sloop Clearwater and other groups.

64
respondents already 
use this site, and

11
respondents would like 
to use this site

50%
would like to use this site for 
trails, parking, and birding
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EXISTING AMENITIES

BLACK CREEK PRESERVE
SIZE
130 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust Inc. 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The preserve can be accessed from Winding 
Brook Road off Route 9W. The Hudson River can 
be viewed and accessed at several locations, 
including the mouth of Black Creek. The preserve 
serves as the northern terminus of the John 
Burroughs Black Creek Trail.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Two miles of trails at the 130-acre preserve 

Esopus

Source: Google
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cross a dramatic suspension bridge, pass 
through woodlands with rock outcrops, 
stonewalls, and vernal pools offering critical 
sensitive habitat for amphibians (do not disturb), 
and lead to superb views at the river’s edge. 
Scenic Hudson is expanding and improving 
the preserve, including additional parking, and 
reusing the access drive as a multi-use trail that 
connects to the riverfront and a pavilion. With 
some tidal restrictions, the riverfront area may 
provide access from the Hudson as a future 
Hudson River Greenway Water Trail site.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ESOPUS 
RIVER ACCESS PLAN (2020)
Recommendations include expanding the 
parking lot, resurfacing the driveway as a 
multipurpose trail, expanding the trail system, 
restoring the historic gazebo, establishing 
several overlooks, and installing a pavilion. 
Renovating the existing boat launch is also 
proposed, which entails repairing the existing 
bulkhead, removing invasive vegetation, 
widening the boat ramp, and installing small 
boat storage racks.

“Quaint and beautiful spot right 
on the shores of the Hudson far 
from train noise.  Small beach 
and lovely mixed forest.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Formalize canoe/kayak access at the mouth of the creek as a Hudson River Greenway 
Water Trail landing site. Complete other planned improvements noted in the description. See 
recommendations in the Town of Esopus River Access Study.

45
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site

75%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views
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BOB SHEPARD HIGHLAND LANDING PARK
SIZE
1.7 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Lloyd 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Once a small oil terminal, this popular park is 
located on River Road, where there are at-grade 
railroad crossings to the north and south of the 
park. There is direct access to the Hudson River.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The 1.7-acre park, an excellent destination for 
enjoying river views and birdwatching. This 
Hudson River Greenway Water Trail Site features 

Lloyd

Source: Google
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a boat launch, canoe/kayak launch, deep water 
dock, pavilions, and benches. The former oil 
terminal office has been converted into a visitor 
center and office.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LLOYD 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2013)
“Encourage touring, historical, and other vessels 
to dock at the site to promote economic 
development. Renovate the existing brick 
building to house an environmental and 
historical education center. Install landscaping. 
Create an historical river walk. Build an outdoor 
education pavilion.”

“This site (the former restaurant 
to the south) should be expanded 
as part of Highland Landing Park, 
depaved, and made beautiful with 
trees and native vegetation and 
seating areas. Limited number of 
boat docks could be added.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain both at-grade crossings and continue planned park improvements. Post regulations 
pertaining to personal watercraft operation at the park.

28
respondents already 
use this site, and

10
respondents would like 
to use this site

64%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access
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JOHNSON-IORIO MEMORIAL PARK
SIZE
2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Lloyd 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park is located at the end of Haviland Road, 
where parking is available, or via the Walkway 
Loop Trail. There is no access to the Hudson 
River.

Lloyd
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This park contains interpretive features 
and offers scenic views from its bluff-top 
position of the Hudson River, Walkway Over 
the Hudson, Mid-Hudson Bridge, and the City 
of Poughkeepsie. It also provides access to 
the walkway on the Mid-Hudson Bridge and to 
Franny Reese State Park via a tunnel beneath the 
bridge.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LLOYD 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2013)
“Trim embankment overgrowth to improve 
overlook visibility. Install flower beds and other 
formal landscaping to improve the general 
appearance of the park.”

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to maintain viewshed and general park appearance.

13
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
parking, picnicking, scenic 
views, and canoe/kayak access
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FRANNY REESE STATE PARK
SIZE
251 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Primary access to the park is on Old Lewisburgh 
Road, which is located off Mack’s Lane. The park 
can also be accessed from John-Iorio Memorial 
Park through a tunnel beneath the Mid-Hudson 
Bridge. There is no access across the railroad 
tracks to the Hudson River.

Lloyd

Source: Google
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RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Named in memory of environmentalist Frances 
“Franny” Reese (1917-2003), the 251-acre park 
features 2.5 miles of hiking and mountain biking 
trails that follow a historic carriage road and 
pass by ruins of a 19th-century mansion. An 
overlook affords views of the Hudson River, Mid-
Hudson Bridge, Walkway Over the Hudson, and 
City of Poughkeepsie. A connecting trail links 
the park to the Walkway Loop Trail and Walkway 
Over the Hudson. Scenic Hudson conserved, 
created, and manages Franny Reese State Park 
for the Palisades Interstate Park Commission. It 
is owned by the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

With the cooperation of the adjacent property owner and other partners, conserve a portion or all 
of the 422-acre Hudson Valley Wine Village property to the south as an extension of Franny Reese 
State Park. Safeguard the entrance at Mack’s Lane. Improve access between the tunnel beneath 
the Mid-Hudson Bridge and Oakes Road. Enhance parking at the Mack’s Lane trailhead. Conduct a 
structural assessment and develop recommendations for the ruins of the former Roberts estate.

13
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site
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MILTON LANDING PARK
SIZE
15 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Marlborough 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park is accessible via Dock Road/Old Indian 
Trail. There is an at-grade railroad crossing to 
reach the parking lot, located next to the historic 
Milton-on-Hudson train station.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The 15-acre park features a newly refurbished 
fishing pier that transformed a fuel dock and 
deep-water pier into a gateway for accessing 

Marlborough

Source: Google
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the park from the Hudson River. In addition to a 
canoe/kayak launch (a Hudson River Greenway 
Water Trail site), the park features picnic tables 
with cooking grills, benches offering panoramic 
river views, and a small campground. The 
historic Milton-on-Hudson station has recently 
been restored, is programmed with events, and is 
available for public use.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM MILTON 
WATERFRONT PARKS MASTER PLAN 
(2017)
Recommendations included: creating open lawn 
with seating, an overlook, loop trail, dog park, 
and community garden on the bluff; trails and 
seating throughout the hillside; maintaining an 
accessible riverfront that can accommodate 
larger ships, improve shoreline conditions, 
renovate the southern pier; maintain the historic 
train station and views; create an open gathering 
space for fairs and events. Incorporate trails 
along historic roads, the creek, and waterfront.

“Schooner Apollonia, a sustainable, 
humanscale sail freight venture, 
docks at Milton Landing to take 
on cargoes of pumpkins, squash, 
grapes, apples, and more.  We 
work with local farmers...”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Provide appropriate signage for the park so visitors can traverse its different areas. Continue to 
make improvements outlined in the master plan.

8
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

50%
would like to use this site for 
swimming, canoe/kayak access, 
boat launch, and education
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MARLBORO NATURE TRAIL
SIZE
33 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Tilcon Inc 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access the Marlboro Nature Trail by 
parking in the St. Mary’s Catholic Church parking 
lot on the east side of Route 9W. There is no 
railroad crossing - the railroad is located at the 
river’s edge in this location.

Marlborough
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This recently developed trail network and 
protected habitat offers several points of interest 
and scenic views, such as Jews Creek Overlook 
and Two Creeks Point, located at the confluence 
of Lattintown and Jews Creek. In June 2023, the 
trail was dedicated to Tony Falco (1956-2021), a 
local visionary credited with the trail’s creation.

FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
Future plans include building a footbridge at the 
Jews Creek Overlook to allow hikers access to 
another parcel with a closer view of the Hudson 
River.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Complete future plans include building a footbridge at the Jews Creek Overlook

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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DUTCHESS COUNTY

 Source: Bob Wills
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TIVOLI - FISHING ACCESS
SIZE
Within railroad ROW

OWNERSHIP
Private (Railroad)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present. This 
area is accessed via the at-grade crossing at 
Diana Street and the railroad maintenance road.

Tivoli Village

Source: NYS Orthoimagery
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Fisherman often use the railroad maintenance 
road, either by walking or vehicle, to access 
points further north and south along the Hudson 
River, particularly this location near Broadway. 

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access

67%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views, recreation, and 
birding

“We go down here once or twice 
a week to enjoy the river and I 
know that many other people 
do too because there is almost 
always a least one or two groups 
of people at this location every 
time we come down.“

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

39
respondents already use 
this site, and

14
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossing at Diana Street and access to points north and south along the 
river’s edge.
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TIVOLI LANDING
SIZE
1 Acre

OWNERSHIP
Village of Tivoli

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
At-grade track crossing with automatic crossing 
arms and warning lights in each direction is 
located on Diana Street.

Tivoli Village

Source: NYS Orthoimagery Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This is an undeveloped waterfront municipal 
park on both sides of the railroad. The park is 
designated as a Hudson River Greenway Water 
Trail Site and people frequently use the legal, 
public grade crossing to launch kayaks and 
canoes.  Others use this river access for fishing, 
picnicking, walking, or enjoying the view of the 
river and boats. The Village of Tivoli has plans 
to stabilize the shoreline and develop municipal 
park facilities at this site. 

There are fewer than ten parking spaces 
currently available at the site. The land adjacent 
to the public parcel has been used by Amtrak as 
a construction staging area.

78%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

63%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access

“We bring our kids here to watch 
the river at different times of 
the year and picnic. It’s an 
important spot for our village to 
gather. We’ve attended memorial 
services here and used it for boat 
access other times, as well. “

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

180
respondents already use 
this site, and

29
respondents would like 
to use this site

Implement Village Municipal Park development plans. Maintain and update the existing at-
grade crossing and maintenance access using modern technology. Revisit earlier agreements 
requiring grade separated crossing structure. 
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SYCAMORE POINT
SIZE
0.1 acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS DEC

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present. 

Tivoli Village

Source: NYS Orthoimagery
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Locals use this site informally to launch kayaks, 
observe birds and other wildlife, and walking 
along the access road. There is a 0.1 acre parcel 
along the river’s edge that is owned by NYS and 
contains reminents of a dock or some other 
historic structure. 

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

75%
would like to use this site for 
birding and canoe/kayak access

“...If i am not kayaking, I am 
down there shooting photos 
and birding.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

27
respondents already use 
this site, and

14
respondents would like 
to use this site

Create rail with trail along maintenance road from Tivoli Waterfront at foot of Diana Street. 
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TIVOLI BAYS
SIZE
~1000 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS DEC

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Cruger Island is part of the larger Tivoli Bays 
National Estuarine Research Reserve. The Cruger 
Island Road hiking trail crosses the railroad 
tracks but no crossing infrastructure is present, 
as pictured to the left. 

Red Hook
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48%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and canoe/kayak 
access

43%
would like to use this site for 
trails and birding

“Wonderful mix of woods, trail, 
marsh”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

145
respondents already use 
this site, and

48
respondents would like 
to use this site

Upgrade informal crossing to a formal crossing with current signage and safety devices to 
provide access to Cruger Island. Future improvements should consider need and habitat 
conditions.
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ZABRISKIE’S WATERFALL - BARD COLLEGE FIELD 
STATION

SIZE
175 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Bard College

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing at this location. The railroad 
is several hundred away from the edge of the 
river, in the waterway. This site can be accessed 
through the Bard College campus. 

Red Hook

Source: Bard College
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A feasibility study of trail rehabilitation at Bard 
College was recently conducted, aiming to 
improve universal accessibility, provide resiliency 
to rising water, and preserve the visual character 
and historical features of the trail, funded by the 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation. 

67%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and trails

50%
would like to use this site for 
birding

“...This is an important viewpoint 
for me and others to monitor bald 
eagles nests, American eels,  and 
sensitive environments in this 
area. I walk my dog here too.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

36
respondents already use 
this site, and

8
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain viewshed and access.
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TRAPP CLIFF UNITARIAN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY

SIZE
260 acres / ~ 12 acres (underwater lands)

OWNERSHIP
Unification Theological Seminary

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no at-grade crossing present. 

Red Hook

Source: Dutchess County
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The property owner allows public use of this site. 

The “Fathers Trail” is designated as a Hudson 
River Greenway Trail and provides access to the 
south end of South Bay. 

63%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and recreation

50%
would like to use this site for 
trails

“Former ice yacht launch location 
to both the River and South Bay. 
Would love to again access this 
spot.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

43
respondents already use 
this site, and

27
respondents would like 
to use this site

Upgrade informal crossing to a formal crossing with current signage and safety devices. Future 
improvements should consider need and habitat conditions.

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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BARRYTOWN 
SIZE
2 acres

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Barrytown Road crosses the railroad on a small 
bridge and provides access to a few homes on 
Steamboat Dock Lane and on Dock Road to the 
Red Hook Boat Club. Station Hill Road dead-

Red Hook

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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89%
would like to use this site 
for scenic views

78%
would like to use this site 
for recreation

“ I would  love to use it for  a 
walking or parking destination to 
scenic views and observation of 
birds, wildlife, sky, and weather 
watching.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

23
respondents already use 
this site, and

29
respondents would like 
to use this site

ends at the rail line with a small turnaround, 
and Dock Road on the other side of the tracks 
terminates in a cul-de-sac. There is a short metal 
barrier to demarcate what was likely an at-grade 
crossing that was removed. There is no crossing 
infrastructure present. Dock Street has a bridge 
over the railroad tracks.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The area is developed with what is mostly 
residential use on both sides of the rail line. The 
Red Hook Boat Club is located on the Hudson 
River at the end of Dock Road. 

Maintain existing bridge crossing at Dock Street.
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ASTOR POINT / ROKEBY
SIZE
4.2 Acres (river edge)

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
An existing bridge over the railroad provides the 
property owner access to Astor Point and the 
Hudson River.

Red Hook

Source: Henry Bossett / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Though this site is private, during good ice 
years the property owner has allowed access 
to the Hudson River Ice Yachting Club and local 
residents for ice boating. 

57%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and canoe/kayak 
access

50%
would like to use this site for 
birding and recreation

“I’ve used this site in 2014 during 
a “good ice year.” The property 
owner was kind enough to invite 
the public here for ice boating. 
This bridge should not be lost!”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

40
respondents already use 
this site, and

20
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing bridge over the railroad to Astor Point. Include the bridge in a corridor-wide 
bridge rehabilitation contract.

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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POETS’ WALK PARK
SIZE
120 acres 

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A bridge is present over the railroad but is closed 
to public use. 

Red Hook

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Poets’ Walk Park is a popular publicly accessible, 
Scenic Hudson park with hiking trails leading to 
river overlooks. At the river’s edge, there is an 
historic steel truss bridge over the railroad that 
leads to the maintenance roadway along the 
tracks. The bridge is currently closed. 

80%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

60%
would like to use this site for 
birding and trails

“Beautiful site.  Outstanding river 
views.“

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

109
respondents already use 
this site, and

40
respondents would like 
to use this site

Rehabilitate the existing truss bridge across the railroad tracks. Include the bridge in a 
corridor-wide repair contract. 
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LONG DOCK
SIZE
~0.75 acres

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present.

Rhinebeck

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
On the west side of the tracks, there is a 
rectangular 4000-square foot protrusion of a 
historic dock and an abandoned jetty. A gravel 
maintenance road winds down the hill from 
the property above and terminates in what 
appears to be a staging ground for maintenance 
equipment.

67%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views, canoe/kayak 
access, and birding

33%
would like to use this site for 
recreation and trails

“As a volunteer for NYS DEC Fish 
& Wildlife, this is an important 
viewpoint for me and others 
to monitor bald eagles nests 
and sensitive environmental 
conditions in this area. “

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

27
respondents already use 
this site, and

10
respondents would like 
to use this site

Consistent with Rhinebeck LWRP Policy 1A, work with the railroad to secure access to Long 
Dock.
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SLATE DOCK
SIZE
172.2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Private (Railroad)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The ROW of Slate Dock Road, to Route 85, 
appears to be owned by the railroad. There is no 
rail crossing infrastructure present.

Rhinebeck

 Source: Bob Wills / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org



362

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Slate Dock Road provides access to the rail line 
north of the Kingston-Rhinecliff Amtrak station, 
as well as to the town water treatment facility 
(east of the rail line). The area is heavily used 
for informal access to fishing along the river on 
undeveloped land on the west side of the rail 
line. Aerial photos show cars lined up on this 
property during the Spring “Striper” season.

Amtrak has proposed impasse fencing and a 
locked gate at this location. 

90%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

80%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“This is a widely used location by 
many area residents for various 
activities and is one of the only 
spots near Rhinecliff where you 
can access the shoreline.“

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

63
respondents already use 
this site, and

22
respondents would like 
to use this site

Upgrade informal crossing to a formal crossing with current signage and safety devices. 
Consistent with Rhinebeck LWRP Policy 1A, work with railroad to secure access across the 
tracks to Slate Dock.
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RHINECLIFF LANDING
SIZE
0.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Rhinebeck

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Two above-grade crossings are available to 
access Rhinecliff Landing, which is a public park. 
One is a street bridge at the Rhinecliff Amtrak 
station, and the other is a pedestrian bridge 
crossing at the south end of the station boarding 
platform.

Rhinebeck

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org



364

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site is a small riverside park with parking, 
benches, floating docks, and a boat launch. 
There is occasional ferry / water taxi service 
available to Kingston from this site. The park is 
also a designated Hudson River Valley Greenway 
Water Trail site. 

Amtrak has proposed a locked gate at the south 
end of the Rhinecliff Station parking lot.

89%
would like to use this site 
for scenic views

84%
would like to use this site 
for recreation

“It’s a beautiful place to visit, 
watch the birds and the 
boats, and to walk my dog”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

89
respondents already 
use this site, and

12
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossings.
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Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

WILDERSTEIN ESTATE
SIZE
1.5 acres

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure at this 
location.

Rhinebeck

Source: Wilderstein Historic Site

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This is the former site of the dock for the 
Wilderstein Estate. The property is a privately 
owned historic site. Many have noted its 
significance as a birding and eagle observation 
site. The ability to monitor and inspect the 
Hudson River estuary for conditions within this 
vicinity was also noted. 

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails

75%
would like to use this site for 
recreation and views

“This is an essential spot for 
birding and observing eagle 
activity”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

21
respondents already use 
this site, and

24
respondents would like 
to use this site

Provide the historic site with adequate access across the tracks.  Add signage as necessary.

Source: Wilderstein Historic Site
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Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HOPELAND TRAILS
SIZE
97 acres / 6.5 acres (river’s edge)

OWNERSHIP
NYS OPRHP

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Two historic steel truss bridges provide access 
to the Hudson River waterfront. Currently, both 
bridges are closed due to deck conditions.
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Trail Key

Snowshoeing allowed on all Trails

Blaze NameUse

!F Hiking t Biking ®q Cross Country Skiing

®q !Ft

Blue Trail  (BL)®q !Ft

Green Trail 1(GR1)®q !Ft

Green Trail 2 (GR2)!Ft

Magenta Trail  (MG)!F

Orange Trail 1 (OR1)®q !Ft

!F Orange Trail 2 (OR2)

Red Trail  (RD)!F

!F River Trail  (RT)

Tan Trail 1 (TN1)®q !Ft

Tan Trail 2 (TN2)!F

Yellow Trail   (YL)!Ft

Stone Chair Trail  (STC)®q !F

Hopeland Trail  (HPT)

Hopeland Loop  (HPL)®q !Ft

Huntington Trail  (HU)®q !F

Hyde Park

Source: NYS OPRHP
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The riverfront is undeveloped. Remnants of a 
dock or pier are seen on aerial photographs. 
As shown on the trail map, the existing hiking 
trails no longer extend to the bridges due to 
their poor condition. One bridge’s deck has been 
removed and the other bridge deck has fallen 
into disrepair. 

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails and scenic views

75%
would like to use this site for 
birding and recreation 

“A beautiful site, especially good 
for viewing migrating/wintering 
waterfowl.  Unfortunately, it’s 
only accessible either by boat or 
by crossing the railroad tracks at 
grade level... “

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

36
respondents already 
use this site, and

16
respondents would like 
to use this site

Rehabilitate and reopen one or both of the two structures as a bicycle and pedestrian bridge 
to restore access to the river. Include the bridges in a corridor wide bridge repair contract. 



369

Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

STAATSBURGH STATE HISTORIC SITE
SIZE
Over 50 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS OPRHP

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Concrete bridge over the railway connecting 
Old Post Road to the Staatsburgh State Historic 
Grounds site. The two lane vehicular bridge is 
in serious disrepair and has been restricted to 
alternating one-lane traffic. This criticial access 
is the only paved (all-weather) entrance and exit 
to the site and park. 

Hyde Park
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Staatsburgh State Historic Site is comprised 
of a gilded age mansion and grounds. The 
Staatsburgh trail network connects to trails 
within Mills-Norrie State Park, as shown on the 
map below. The site also provides parking and 
picnic areas. 

90%
would like to use this site for 
trails

80%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and birding

“We have spent many afternoons 
exploring these trails—observing 
bald eagles, and gathering river 
treasures. Please keep this site 
accessible.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

61
respondents already 
use this site, and

14
respondents would like 
to use this site

Prioritize NYS capital funding to reconstruct the vehicular bridge to maintain proper access 
to the site. Reconstructed or replacement bridge should be context sensitive and allow safe 
passage of pedestrian and bicyclists.
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Trail Key

Snowshoeing allowed on all Trails

Blaze NameUse

!F Hiking t Biking ®q Cross Country Skiing

®q !Ft

Blue Trail  (BL)®q !Ft

Green Trail 1(GR1)®q !Ft

Green Trail 2 (GR2)!Ft

Magenta Trail  (MG)!F

Orange Trail 1 (OR1)®q !Ft

!F Orange Trail 2 (OR2)

Red Trail  (RD)!F

!F River Trail  (RT)

Tan Trail 1 (TN1)®q !Ft

Tan Trail 2 (TN2)!F

Yellow Trail   (YL)!Ft

Stone Chair Trail  (STC)®q !F

Hopeland Trail  (HPT)

Hopeland Loop  (HPL)®q !Ft

Huntington Trail  (HU)®q !F

Source: NYS OPRHP
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Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HOYT DRIVE / STAATSBURGH STATE HISTORIC 
SITE

SIZE
9.1 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS OPRHP

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Grade-separated crossing via an historic closed 
one-lane truss bridge over the rail line (pictured 
above). Bridge is currently closed due to a lack 
of maintenance.

Hyde Park
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
There are many excellent reasons to restore 
the Hoyt Bridge as a pedestrian entrance to the 
state park. Hoyt Drive was the original carriage 
road leading to the historic Hoyt House (1855) 
an estate once known as “The Point.” The house 
and carriage roads were designed by Calvert 
Vaux, who just a few years later teamed up with 
Frederick Law Olmsted to design Central Park. 

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails

55%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“A beautiful trail falling into 
disrepair from lack of use and 
neglect. “

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

21
respondents already 
use this site, and

11
respondents would like 
to use this site

Rehabilitate existing bridge as part of a corridor wide bridge contract to restore the trail and 
additional access to the park.

!o

!ñ

Hopeland Area

Dinsmore Golf Course

I n d i a n
K

i l l

N
orth

S
ta a tsbu rg

Cr eek

Dinsmore Golf Course

Camp
Ground

Railroad Tracks - Keep Off

Railroad Tracks - Keep Off

Railroad Tracks - Keep Off

)¥

Site of Civilian
Conservation
Corps Camp

)¥

HUDS ON R I V E R

N
. C

ross
R

d

?

YL

BL

BL

RT

BL

BL

BL

To Esopus Island

!

S
C

r o
ss

R
d

To Hyde Park
!

To Rhinebeck ?

? Old Post Rd

Park Entrance

?

?

Historic Site Entrance

100

300

100

100

300

300

300

300

300

30
0

200

300

30
0

300

100
100

300

100

Historic
Greenhouse

Area

Taconic Regional
Office Building
& Police Administration

Norrie Point
Environmental
Center

Club House
Restaurant & Cafe

Hoyt
House Hoyt House

Barn Complex

Cove
House

Powerhouse
(Picnic Shelter)

Historic Dairy
Barn Complex

Historic Carriage Barn
(Current Maintenance Area)

Historic
Ice House

Marina

Margaret Lewis
Norrie State Park

Ogden & Ruth
Livingston

Mills State Park

Staatsburgh
State Historic

Site

STC

GR1

HPT

GR2

TN2

RD

TN1

OR1

HPL

MG

YL

BL

HU

OR2

RT

Esopus
Meadows

Lighthouse

R
iv

er
 R

d

Old Post Rd

Mills
Cross Rd

Nichris Ln

Prospect St

E
E

lm
A ve

Baker St
Hillcrest Ter

High Wood Rd

Reservoir Rd

Spy Glass Ln

Hughes Ave

Vanessa Ln

H
opeland

L n

ChaucerRd

M
ulford Ave

Anderson
School R

d

Enderkill Dr

Lake
Dr

Mountain View Rd

Yacht C
lub

Rd

STATE
YORK
NEW

and Historic Preservation
Parks, Recreation

Park Office: (845) 889-4646
Historic Site: (845) 889-8851
Taconic Regional Office: (845) 889-4100
State Park Police: (845) 889-8866
In case of emergency, call 911
Email: millsnorrie@parks.ny.gov

Please be considerate of other park users.
Please report any accident or incident
immediately to park staff. 
Stay on designated trails.
Don't litter. "Carry In, Carry Out"
No motorized vehicles allowed on trails.

Map produced by NYSOPRHP GIS Bureau, July 30, 2015.

Legend

!ñ Mills Mansion

Parking

Park Police

Picnic Area

Picnic Pavilion

Restroom

!
!
!!
!

!
!
! Footpath

100 Foot Contour Index

Roads

Service Road

Highway

Railroad

Margaret Lewis Norrie State
Park

Ogden Mills & Ruth
Livingston Mills State Park

Staatsburgh State Historic
Site

\\\
\\ Wetland

0 ¼ ½

MILES

0 ¼ ½

Ki lome ters

µ

M
ar

ga
re

t 
Le

w
is

 N
or

ri
e 

S
ta

te
 P

ar
k

O
gd

en
 M

ill
s 

an
d 

R
ut

h 
Li

vi
ng

st
on

 M
ill

s 
S

ta
te

 P
ar

k
S

ta
at

sb
ur

gh
 S

ta
te

 H
is

to
ri

c 
S

it
e

9
 O

ld
 P

o
st

 R
o

a
d

S
ta

a
ts

b
u

rg
, 

N
Y

 1
2

5
8

0

Trail Key

Snowshoeing allowed on all Trails

Blaze NameUse

!F Hiking t Biking ®q Cross Country Skiing

®q !Ft

Blue Trail  (BL)®q !Ft

Green Trail 1(GR1)®q !Ft

Green Trail 2 (GR2)!Ft

Magenta Trail  (MG)!F

Orange Trail 1 (OR1)®q !Ft

!F Orange Trail 2 (OR2)

Red Trail  (RD)!F

!F River Trail  (RT)

Tan Trail 1 (TN1)®q !Ft

Tan Trail 2 (TN2)!F

Yellow Trail   (YL)!Ft

Stone Chair Trail  (STC)®q !F

Hopeland Trail  (HPT)

Hopeland Loop  (HPL)®q !Ft

Huntington Trail  (HU)®q !F

Source: NYS OPRHP
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Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

MARGARET LEWIS NORRIE STATE PARK
SIZE
356 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS OPRHP

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Two-lane bridge over the railway to serve 
as one of the main entrances to the state 
park; connecting NYS Route 9 to the inner 
campgrounds, trails, and waterfront.

Hyde Park

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The state park offers miles of trail for hiking, 
bicycling, cross country skiing or snowshoeing. 
This is a Hudson River Greenway Water Trail site. 
There are numerous parking areas on the site 
and several campgrounds, cabins, as well as 
a trailered boat launch. The park offers scenic 
views of the Hudson River. River access is 
available at the Norrie Marina and at the Norrie 
Environmental Center.

77%
would like to use this site for 
trails

69%
would like to use this site for  
recreation and scenic views

“The trails right on the river are 
so valuable with views and 
small fishing areas, beaches to 
beachcomb.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

72
respondents already 
use this site, and

17
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing vehicular bridge crossing.
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Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

NORRIE POINT
SUBSET OF THE MARGARET LEWIS NORRIE STATE PARK

SIZE
Over 50 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS OPRHP

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Single-lane tunnel under the railroad that 
connects Thompson Lane / Norrie Point Way 
to riverfront grounds. The tunnel provides 
access for a trail and is only for bicycles and 
pedestrians. 

Hyde Park
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park entrance road leads to Thompson Lane 
and the campgrounds and hiking trails. To the 
south is a marina, boat launch, and the Norrie 
Point Environmental Study Center. A kayak rental 
is also available. These facilities are all within 
the larger Mills-Norrie State Park and the Hyde 
Park waterfront. This is also a Hudson River 
Greenway Water Trail site. 

92%
would like to use this site for 
trails

67%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

“Public access to the river is so 
important! Access points need 
to be maintained for the public 
to enjoy our natural treasures 
safely.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

63
respondents already use 
this site, and

15
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing tunnel for bicycle and pedestrian access.
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Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

FORMER DOMINICAN CAMP
SIZE
72 acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust, Inc

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
An historic bridge is located over the railroad 
tracks but is currently closed due to its 
condition. 

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A former summer camp, this wooded property 
on the Hudson River offers spectacular views 
of the Black Creek Preserve, directly across 
the river, as well as Esopus Island, Shaupeneak 

Hyde Park

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Source: Robert Rodriguez / 
Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

Ridge (also a Scenic Hudson park) and the 
Catskill Mountains. The site also contains 60 
acres of federally designated wetlands, including 
numerous ecologically important vernal pools, 
and the circa-1769 George Rymph house, listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. It 
safeguards iconic views from parkland across 
the river and ensures that the property’s 700 
feet of shoreline will forever remain a public 
resource. The Hyde Park Trail runs through the 
site, connecting a neighborhood to the south of 
Mills-Norrie State Park.

100%
would like to use this site for 
recreation and birding

75%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views, trails, and canoe/
kayak access

“
Repairing the bridge here and 
enabling river access would 
vastly improve the old Dominican 
Camp property and make it more 
attractive for all recreational 
uses.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

10
respondents already 
use this site, and

22
respondents would like 
to use this site

“
Please fix this bridge. It would 
allow access between the Hyde 
Park Trail and the river’s shore.”

–Survey Respondent

Rehabilitate and reopen the existing bridge over the railroad as part of a corridor wide bridge 
repair contract to provide river access.
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Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

VANDERBILT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE / 
BARD ROCK

SIZE
211 acres / 10.7 acres (riverside)

OWNERSHIP
National Park Service

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A bridge crosses over the railroad tracks to allow 
visitors access to the Bard Rock recreational 
area along the Hudson River. 

Hyde Park
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site houses the Vanderbilt mansion, lawns, 
formal gardens, and woodlands. The site offers 
scenic views of the Hudson River. An access 
road leads to the bridge over the railroad and a 
parking area at Bard Rock. Access is regulated 
by a gate at the top of the road, particularly on 
busy summer days. This site has a kayak landing 
and is a formal Hudson River Greenway water 
trail site for day use. 

71%
would like to use this site for 
recreation, scenic views, and 
trails

57%
would like to use this site for 
birding

“Bring back waterfront access as 
it was intended.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

38
respondents already use 
this site, and

12
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing bridge crossing. Address South gate maintenance access by restoring the 
Dock Street Bridge on the south end of the Vanderbilt Estate.
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Access Sites - Dutchess Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

DOCK STREET
SIZE
5 acres / 1.7 acres (river side)

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no crossing infrastructure present at 
the railroad. A bridge over the Crum Elbow Creek 
leads to a gate just before the railroad, pictured 
on the next page. The stone arch bridge is 
currently closed due to structural concerns. 

Hyde Park



382

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Dock Street ROW ends at a long, narrow 
waterfront parcel that is privately owned, and 
wholly situated on the east side of the railroad 
tracks and connects to the former Hyde Park 
railroad station. There are no facilities visible on 
the narrow strip of land between the rail line and 
riverbanks. The railroad crosses the Crum Elbow 
Creek with bridge clearance that allows access 
by small boats to the marina. 

91%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

72%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“
This road used to provide Hyde 
Park with access for canoeing, 
kayaking & fishing until the 
private gate was installed. 
Until the bridge was closed, it 
was also the direct, obvious & 
attractive route of the Hyde Park 
Trail into the Vanderbilt site.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

56
respondents already use 
this site, and

98
respondents would like 
to use this site

Rehabilitate the existing stone arch bridge ($1.5 - $2M) to restore access to the south gate of 
the Vanderbilt estate, and restore access across the railroad to the river. 
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

COAL DOCK LANE / ROGERS POINT 
BOATING ASSOCIATION

SIZE
2.4 acres

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The site is accessible by a vehicular bridge over 
the railroad tracks on Coal Dock Road. 

Hyde Park
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This is the location of several single-family 
homes and a private boat club - “Rogers Point 
Boating Association”. There are two existing 
boat launches and slips where members can 
keep their boats. Events are also hosted here. 
The historic truss is open to vehicular traffic, but 
is in need of rehabilitation so that it can remain 
open.

92%
would like to use this site for 
trails and scenic views

77%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access

“This is an important access point 
for Hyde Parkers.  It provides 
access to  Roger’s Point Boat 
Club, where residents keep boats 
and attend events...A loss of this 
access would hurt Hyde Park” 

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

30
respondents already use 
this site, and

31
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing bridge crossing. Include the bridge in a corridor wide bridge repair contract.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CRUM ELBOW POINT/ROOSEVELT COVE
SIZE
640 acres (entire FDR site); 0.6 acres (river edge)

OWNERSHIP
National Park Service

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
An historic steel truss bridge over the rail line 
currently closed due to condition. 

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site has a navigation aid for vessels on the 
Hudson River. There is an existing historic truss 
bridge that crosses the railroad but is closed for 

FDR HOME NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE:

Hyde Park
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public and motor vehicle use. To the south is 
Roosevelt Cove. FDR & Hyde Park trail systems 
provide access to or near both these locations 
but do not continue across the tracks to provide 
access to the river. At Roosevelt Cove, there 
is also issues with flooding due to an existing 
beaver dam. 

79%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

71%
would like to use this site for 
trails

“
The now-closed Cove Trail was 
historically important, as the 
route used to bring FDR’s coffin 
from the train [boathouse] to 
the grave site. In recent times, 
it enabled wildlife viewing and 
birding...”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

38
respondents already use 
this site, and

36
respondents would like 
to use this site

“
Crum Elbow Point was long used 
as a hike destination, scenic 
viewpoint and picnicking spot... 
The bridge needs repair.”
–Survey Respondent

Restore historic truss bridge for pedestrian and bicycle access. Include the bridge in a corridor 
wide bridge repair contract. Resolve flooding/path issue due to beaver dam to reopen historic 
Roosevelt Cove.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HYDE PARK MARINA
SIZE
4 acres

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is an existing at grade private crossing 
available to access the Marina at River Point 
Road.

Poughkeepsie

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This is an existing private marina with a boat 
launch and several slips. 

75%
would like to use this site for 
trails, birding, recreation, and 
scenic viewing

“I’d like to have access to the River 
here for hiking and kayaking w/ a 
safe RR crossing at River Pt. Rd. 
Eventually, a trail connection to 
Quiet Cove Park and Walkway...”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

26
respondents already use 
this site, and

34
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing at-grade crossing. Create Riverfront Greenway Trail connections to the north 
and south. To the south, in order to create additional circulation, provide emergency access, and 
preserve additional waterfront access for the public, create access between the railroad and the 
river to connect to Quiet Cove Riverfront Park.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

QUIET COVE RIVERFRONT PARK

SIZE
6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Owned by NYSOPRHP; Maintained by Dutchess 
County

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The site is reached via Clearwater Drive by way 
of a single-lane paved road via a tunnel under the 
railroad tracks.  The street leads to a gate at the 
park entrance on the west side of the tunnel.

Poughkeepsie

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park provides two observation decks for 
scenic views and a trail along the riverfront. A 
small boat launch is available as well as areas 
for picnicking and fishing. Kayak rentals are also 
available. The park is closed between November 
and April. 

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

78%
would like to use this site for 
trails and recreation

“Park isn’t open as often as it 
should be. Would like to use it 
more.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

40
respondents already 
use this site, and

15
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing underpass. Increase days that the park is open each year. Create Riverfront Greenway 
Trail connections to the north and south. To the north, in order to create additional circulation, provide 
emergency access, and preserve additional waterfront access for the public, create access between the 
railroad and the river to connect to the Hyde Park Marina site. Construct docks for day-use transient boats.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

FERN TOR NATURE PRESERVE
SIZE
13 acres

OWNERSHIP
Private (Marist College)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There is no existing railroad crossing at this site.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Fern Tor Nature Preserve has a small 
network of hiking trails. It is the home of St. 
Ann’s Hermitage at Marist College. 

Poughkeepsie

Source: NYS Orthoimagery
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PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS
Marist College plans to formalize access at this 
site. The upland portion of the Nature Preserve 
will likely accommodate an extension of the City 
of Poughkeepsie Riverfront Greenway Trail to 
connect with the Hyde Park Trail.

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails

“Trail connection City of 
Poughkeepsie to Hyde Park 
Trails”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

4
respondents already use 
this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

Allow for planned connection between City of Poughkeepsie Riverfront Greenway Trail and Hyde 
Park Trail. Consider railroad crossing for river access and trail, if required.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

LONGVIEW PARK / BOAT HOUSE ROW
SIZE
7.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Private (Marist College and Vassar College)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
One-lane tunnel below the railroad to connect the 
college campus to the riverfront park, Hoffman 
Street bridge and North Water Street. 

Poughkeepsie

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Longview Park includes a bike/walk path along 
the river, a fishing pier, Marist’s historic Cornell 
boathouse, and scenic vistas. 

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS
A future greenway trail is planned along the 
riverfront that will connect south to the City of 
Poughkeepsie and north to Hyde Park. 

80%
would like to use this site for 
recreation and scenic views

60%
would like to use this site for 
trails

“IMPORTANT river access site for 
Hudson River Rowing Association 
AND annual Dutchess Dragon 
Boat Races & Festival fund-
raising event for Habitats for 
Humanity Dutchess!”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

48
respondents already use 
this site, and

27
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing tunnel for access to the site. Construct City of Poughkeepsie Riverfront 
Greenway Trail through the site to connect to One Dutchess Avenue and Fern Tor. 
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

ONE DUTCHESS AVENUE
SIZE
2.45 acres

OWNERSHIP
Private / Public Easement (City of Poughkeepsie)

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
An existing vehicular bridge (Hoffman Street) 
crosses over the railroad tracks to provide 
access to this site. 

Poughkeepsie

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site is being redeveloped as a mixed-use 
residential waterfront with a public esplanade 
connecting Dutchess Avenue with the Hudson 
River Rowing Association facility at “Boathouse 
Row”.

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS
A private residential development is under 
construction at this site. The site plan includes 
a public esplanade. Coordination with Central 
Hudson would be required to connect this 
proposed path to the path to the Walkway Over 
the Hudson Elevator. 

75%
would like to use this site for 
trails and recreation

50%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

“A connection is needed between 
Walkway Over the Hudson’s 
waterfront access elevator and 
Dutchess Avenue/waterfront 
esplanade at One Dutchess 
Avenue.

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

10
respondents already 
use this site, and

14
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing bridge access. Remove the fence at the north end of the site to connect the 
Riverfront Greenway Trail to Boathouse Row. To the south, connect the esplanade / Riverfront 
Greenway Trail through the Central Hudson site to the Walkway Over the Hudson elevator. 
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

UPPER LANDING PARK
SIZE
2.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Owned by Dyson Foundation; Maintained by NYS 
OPRHP 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed by Main Street Bridge 
or Poughkeepsie Train Station bridge crossings.

Poughkeepsie

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org



398

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Upper Landing Park is situated between Victor 
C. Waryas Park to the south and Walkway Over 
the Hudson to the north.  The connection to the 
Walkway is via the elevator at the base of the 
bridge at the north end of the park. 

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

67%
would like to use this site for 
trails and recreation

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

23
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing access to the park.

“IMPORTANT River Access Point 
as part of NYS DEC Fish & 
Wildlife Hudson River American 
Glass Eel Project!!”

–Survey Respondent
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

VICTOR C. WARYAS PARK
SIZE
8.25 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Poughkeepsie

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed by Main Street Bridge 
or Poughkeepsie Train Station Bridge crossings.

Poughkeepsie

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park contains a popular boat ramp, ferry 
landing, floating dock, fixed pier, playground, 
picnic tables, and restrooms, and a waterfront 
restaurant and promenade path. The promenade 
path continues across the Fall Kill to the north, 
connecting to Upper Landing Park and the 
Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Park. 
This is also a Hudson River Greenway Water Trail 
Site.

100%
would like to use this site for 
recreation and scenic views

67%
would like to use this site for 
trails and parking

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

30
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing access to the park. Create a unified development plan for Poughkeepsie’s 
riverfront parks, including improvements to Waryas Park.
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

KAAL ROCK PARK/KAAL ROCK
SIZE
5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Poughkeepsie

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park and promenade are accessible by the 
Laurel Street or Pine Street grade-separated 
crossings.

Poughkeepsie

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park is located along the waterfront south of 
Kaal Rock. The park contains a dock that is no 
longer in use, parking, picnic tables, and a trail 
along the waterfront that extends to the south. 

POTENTIAL/DESIRED IMPROVEMENTS
A connector trail to the north, around or over 
Kaal Rock is currently in design by the City of 
Poughkeepsie. Other park improvements have 
been proposed as part of the Local Waterfront 
Revitalization Plan and Comprehensive Plan. 

92%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and trails

77%
would like to use this site for 
recreation

“This is an integral site to link 
important waterfront resources 
so the public can have access 
and to the river.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

46
respondents already 
use this site, and

35
respondents would like 
to use this site

Maintain existing crossings and access to the site. Incorporate LWRP recommendations. 
Construct the Kaal Rock Connector to link Waryas Park and Kaal Rock Park. Create a unified 
development plan for Poughkeepsie’s riverfront parks, including improvements to Kaal Rock Park. 
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SIZE
13.4 acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Poughkeepsie / Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A small tunnel that passes beneath the elevated 
rail prism approximately 3000 feet south of 
the Mid-Hudson Bridge. The entrances are 
overgrown and fenced. The west portal of 
the tunnel opens onto currently undeveloped 
waterfront property. The east portal opens onto 
a residential development.

POUGHKEEPSIE SOUTHERN 
WATERFRONT

Poughkeepsie
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“This beautiful location should 
be open to the public to enjoy 
amazing views and access to the 
Hudson.” 

–Survey Respondent

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The tunnel opens up to the larger contiguous 
Poughkeepsie waterfront which includes former 
industrial sites, and open space from past 
demolitions and urban renewal. The area has 
been cleared of old structures. 

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS
Current and future planned developments in 
this area include rehabilitation of this tunnel 
to provide public access to this area of the 
waterfront. The adjacent developer is required 
to make the improvements to this tunnel that 
will allow a trail connection to the waterfront, 
per conditional approval received from the City 
planning board. 

83%
would like to use this site for 
recreation, scenic views, trails, 
and canoe/kayak access

67%
would like to use this site for 
birding

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Ensure well-designed public shoreline access when and if the site is developed. Rehabilitate the 
tunnel to provide public access to the waterfront as currently planned. To implement the City 
of Poughkeepsie’s riverfront Greenway Trail, extend trail from the Shadows Marina through the 
Southern Waterfront and under the railroad through Hudson Point to connect to Prospect Street. 

15
respondents already 
use this site, and

17
respondents would like 
to use this site
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SIZE
>10 acres

OWNERSHIP
Private

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A tunnel underneath the railroad right-of-way 
allows for vehicular access to this area. 

POUGHKEEPSIE SOUTHERN PORT

Poughkeepsie

Source: NYS Orthoimagery
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site is home to several industrial uses. A 
bulkhead along much of the Hudson River in this 
area provides access for commercial shipping, 
such as oil barges. 

80%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

60%
would like to use this site for 
trails and birding

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain existing tunnel access. Extend the City of Poughkeepsie’s Riverfront Greenway Trail 
to the site if and when industrial uses are no longer viable. 

9
respondents already 
use this site, and

19
respondents would like 
to use this site
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

LOCUST GROVE ESTATE
SIZE
200 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Locust Grove Estate

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Locust Grove Estate is located on Route 9. 
There is no access to the Hudson River across 
the railroad tracks. However, one can walk along 
the east side of Sunfish Cove, a shallow bay of 
the river, on the Sunfish Cove Trail.   

Poughkeepsie

TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

Source: Dutchess County
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Locust Grove Estate is an historic site with 
over 200 acres of landscaped grounds, five 
miles of hiking trails, and a visitor center with 
gallery space and classrooms for educational 
programs. The grounds are open to the public 
free of charge daily from spring through fall. 

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

The grounds are well maintained and well signed, which should continue. 

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Scenic Hudson
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EXISTING AMENITIES

IBM NORTH 100
SIZE
100 Acres

OWNERSHIP
IBM/Conrail 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The parcel can be accessed from Route 9 
and Rivercrest Road. An at-grade crossing on 
Rivercrest Road provides access to the Pirate 
Canoe Club.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This parcel is currently undeveloped and owned 
by IBM. 

Poughkeepsie

Source: Google
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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TOWN OF 
POUGHKEEPSIE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
“Explore obtaining an easement or purchasing 
property presently owned by IBM for the creation 
of a waterfront park or trail. IBM owns two 
parcels totaling almost 100 acres of undeveloped 
waterfront land west of Route 9 and north of the 
parcels containing IBM’s offices and operations 
(referred to as “the North 100” and also discussed 
in recommendation 1.1.3). These vacant parcels are 
ecologically significant (Hudsonia Ltd. 2008) and 
are located directly adjacent to the Locust Grove/
Samuel F.B. Morse Historic Site, which also contains 
significant ecological habitat and trails with views 
of the River... The 1999 LWRP encouraged the 
connection of the North 100 to the Pirate Canoe 
Club and the facilitation of public access where it 
is currently utilized by a private club. This should 
be considered along with any potential rezoning or 
development proposal for the North 100.”

“...Public access to this waterfront 
land would be beneficial to the Town 
of Poughkeepsie; especially if the 
Town (or one of its partners) is able 
to acquire the “North 100” from IBM 
for passive recreation..”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to engage in conversations with IBM and the Pirate Canoe Club for public access. The at-
grade crossing should be maintained.

2
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

50%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views, canoe/kayak 
access, and birding
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EXISTING AMENITIES

TILCON NORTH / SAND DOCK
SIZE
1.4 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Tilcon Minerals Inc 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Known as the Sand Dock, this site can be 
accessed using a trail from the end of Sand 
Dock Road that leads to a bicycle and pedestrian 
bridge over the railroad tracks.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The waterfront area has an informal loop trail 
that is well-used and traverses a large rock 
outcropping affording spectacular views. There 

Poughkeepsie
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are signs of encroachment by ATVs, as well as 
significant litter. There is no signage, either at the 
trail entrance or along the trails.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TOWN OF 
POUGHKEEPSIE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
The recommendations in the Comprehensive Plan 
focus on the entire site, while the Tilcon lands to 
the north are currently unused by the quarry and 
could be progressed towards public access more 
quickly. “Communicate on a regular basis with 
representatives of the Tilcon New York facility 
which operates a large quarry at Clinton Point, in 
order to continually assess the life expectancy of 
the quarry and plan for its future reuse, as it has 
a sizeable amount of land with direct access to 
the river that could be redeveloped.... An existing 
bridge provides access over the rail line. Portions 
of the site have been mined to depths of 175 
feet below mean sea level. While the ultimate 
disposition of the entire site and how it could be 
reused is unknown, “Clinton Point Drive/Blacktop 
Drive” follows the Casper Kill Creek and could 
provide future access to this waterfront property 
from Sheafe Road.”   

“Spectacular river views and 
access across the railroad tracks. 
Sadly, there is lots of trash.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Formalize access to this portion of the Tilcon property. Note: This is not the same bridge or 
waterfront land referred to in the comprehensive plan. Create a formal trailhead with standard 
language such as “open dawn to dusk” and “carry in, carry out.” Create shoreline access at the end 
of Sand Dock Road. Inspect, repair and maintain the truss bridge.

4
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

60%
would like to use this site for 
birding
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REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

BOWDOIN PARK
SIZE
301 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Dutchess County 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Bowdoin Park is located on Sheafe Road. There 
is no access to the Hudson River or across the 
railroad tracks, although a trail skirts a cove 
formed by the tracks crossing a portion of the 
water on fill.

Poughkeepsie
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
In addition to a network of trails, the 300-acre park 
features pavilions, playgrounds, and sports fields.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TOWN OF 
POUGHKEEPSIE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
“Consider the feasibility of encouraging greater 
access to the Hudson River from Bowdoin Park. 
Bowdoin Park offers expansive views of the 
Hudson River but does not have a boat launch 
or fishing area due to the rail line that cuts the 
park off from the river. A small cove is present at 
the southern edge of the park, and an outlet to 
the River over which the rail line continues. The 
Town should work with the County, which owns 
and maintains this park, to assess whether non-
motorized boat or fishing access can be facilitated. 
Farther north in the park, a small peninsula of 
land protrudes west of the train tracks. Consistent 
with the 1999 LWRP, the Town should work with 
the County to assess if safe access to this area, 
already part of the park, can be achieved.

“Absolutely the most beautiful park 
in Dutchess County! Great views, 
great trails, awesome activities 
(Maple sugaring).”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Pursue river access as recommended by the Town’s 1999 LWRP and 2021 Comprehensive Plans.

19
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

NEW HAMBURG WATERFRONT
SIZE
~2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Poughkeepsie 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
New Hamburg Riverfront Park is a small 
neighborhood park separated from the Hudson 
River by River Road. There is no direct, official 
access to the river from this site. Two local 
roadways, Main Street and Water Street, have 
right-of-way that extend to the shoreline. The 
small strip of land along the waterfront is owned 
by the adjacent White’s Hudson River Marina.

Poughkeepsie

Main Street end

N e w   H a m b u r g   W a t e r f r o n t

Water Street end

Riverfront Park

Source: Google
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This area features some playground equipment, 
an open field, and a small parking area. The park 
and adjacent River Road are known to flood quite 
frequently.

The public right of way on Main Street and Water 
Street provide public access to the shore, but do 
not have any formal amenities or signage.

“This would be a nice location for 
a kayak launch.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Upgrades to the existing park, including seating, plantings, and updated playground equipment, 
would bring value to the area. Any improvements should mitigate flooding concerns. Explore 
working with White’s Marina to legitimize the use of the waterfront area across from the park to 
provide direct river access. Formalize access at the ends of Main and Water streets.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

80%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch

Source: Google
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REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CARNWATH FARMS HISTORIC SITE AND 
PARK

SIZE
98.1 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town Of Wappinger 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This site can be accessed from either Wheeler 
Hill Road or River Road North. There is no access 
to the Hudson River since there is no measurable 
land between it and the tracks.

Wappinger
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A majestic Victorian-era estate turned into a 
public park, Carnwath Farms is planned to be 
the center of arts, culture, history, and leisure 
for the Town of Wappinger. Sitting high above 
the Hudson River, it consists of 99.7 acres 
of protected parkland, the 1850 Italianate-
style Carnwath Manor, an 1873 French-style 
Carriage House, the Reese Cultural Center, the 
Sports Museum of Dutchess County, a 1927 
colonial cottage, and a three-mile trail network 
with sweeping views of the Hudson River and 
surrounding valley. Parking is available to access 
the manor house, picnic areas, and trails. The 
town entered into an agreement in 2022 to 
create a one-acre community garden on the site.

“First I’ve learned of this”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue improvements to the site for increased amenities and use.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

50%
would like to use this site 
for trails, scenic views, and 
education
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CHELSEA BOAT RAMP
SIZE
N/A - Front Street Public Right-of-Way

OWNERSHIP
Town of Wappinger 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The boat launch can be accessed using an at-
grade railroad crossing on Bank Street. It is to 
the north on Front Street.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This public boat launch, a Hudson River 
Greenway Water Trail site, is surrounded by the 

Wappinger

Source: Google
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

private Chelsea Marina/Yacht Club. Trailers 
and trucks must park in the grass lot on Bank 
Street. No parking is permitted on the side of 
Front Street unless trailers are loading/unloading 
water craft.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain existing public access.

6
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views, swimming, and 
boat access
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CASTLE POINT PARK
SIZE
40 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Wappinger 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Access to the park is available from two points 
on South River Road. There is no waterfront land 
or access across the railroad. The park is entirely 
to the east of the river, railroad, and South River 
Road.

Wappinger

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This town park contains two baseball fields, a 
playground, and pavilion. It sits on a hill, and 
offers some views of the Hudson River through 
the tree line. 

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the existing river views.

2
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site
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TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

FORMER BROCKWAY BRICKYARD
SIZE
35.6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
R P A Associates/AVR - RPA Development LLC 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This area can be accessed from Brockway Road 
and Springwood Drive. There is an abandoned 
bridge over the railroad tracks that no longer has 
a deck. A large portion of land, site of the former 
brickworks, sits between the railroad and the 
river.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
As part of upland development projects that 

Fishkill

Source: Google
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PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

occurred over the last few decades, a trail 
parallel to the railroad has been created that 
extends approximately 3,000 feet. With the 
bridge being closed, there is currently no access 
to the Hudson River. There have been previous 
proposals to develop this currently vacant 
waterfront land, but none have moved forward. 
The beaches of this largely wooded area are still 
lined with bricks.

CURRENT ZONING
This area is currently zoned as Hudson River 
Waterfront Recreation District. This district is 
designed to utilize, to the maximum extent, the 
natural and intrinsic features of land adjacent to 
the Hudson River to make such lands accessible 
to the public. Uses in this district shall promote 
the public interest in the values of those areas 
for purposes of recreation, conservation and 
development of aquatic resources and shall 
strengthen the economic base of the Town by 
encouraging marine-related uses. In determining 
the uses allowed in the zone, the Town of Fishkill 
Town Board shall consider the economic viability 
of uses, especially when public amenities are 
required or deemed necessary.

“Once proposed for 
development with condos. 
Could be accessed via a 
bridge across the tracks”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Rehabilitate the bridge over the railroad and provide public access to the site. Limit future 
development and construct a new bridge here with access to a new waterfront park.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

PETE AND TOSHI SEEGER RIVERFRONT 
PARK

SIZE
6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City Of Beacon 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This park is accessible by foot, bike, and 
automobile (Red Flynn Drive/Long Dock Road 
which bridges over the railroad), rail (via Metro-
North to the Beacon station), and the Newburgh/
Beacon Ferry.

Beacon

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Transformed from a landfill several decades 
ago, the park offers sweeping views of the 
Hudson River and City of Newburgh on the 
opposite shore. Its features include picnic 
areas and barbecues, a playground, basketball 
courts, walking trails, and benches. The park’s 
most popular amenity is the River Pool, a 20-
foot round and partially enclosed floating pool, 
located off the shoreline. 

“The park needs “succession forest” 
planted. Majority of trees are old/
mature with no replacements 
growing. Shoreline can use some 
willows dogwoods/etc to help with 
erosion during floods.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Increase pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to the park, particularly to the residential 
neighborhoods to the north of the train station and to the south to the ferry dock, Long Dock Park 
and the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail. Ensure health of existing trees and consider planting plan to 
replace new trees as necessary.

28
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: Beacon Riverpool
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

SCENIC HUDSON’S LONG DOCK PARK
SIZE
19 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust Inc 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This park can be accessed via Red Flynn Drive/
Long Dock Road, which crosses over the railroad 
via a bridge south of the Beacon Metro-North 
station. It is also accessible by rail (via the 
Beacon Metro-North station) and the Newburgh-
Beacon Ferry.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Thanks to a massive cleanup and reimagining of 

Beacon

Source: Jeff Mertz / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org

Source: Courtesy of 
ScenicHudson.org

Beacon Riverfront Trail
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this former industrial site, Long Dock Park is now 
a popular place to launch kayaks, picnic, stroll 
through rehabilitated wetlands and meadows, 
drop a fishing line, explore an intriguing sculpture 
by renowned artist George Trakas, or just sit 
and admire the river. The park’s restored 19th-
century Red Barn is now Scenic Hudson’s River 
Center, which hosts arts and environmental-
education activities. An outfitter offers kayak 
and paddleboard rentals and rentals at Long 
Dock Park from Memorial Day weekend through 
mid-October. It is also the northern terminus 
of the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, which 
upon completion in 2030 will extend 7.5 miles 
between Beacon and Cold Spring. This trail will 
share an alignment with the Klara Sauer Trail, 
which runs between the river and railroad from 
Long Dock Park to Dennings Point. Just north of 
the park, the Beacon Sloop Club hosts a Hudson 
River Greenway Water Trail Site.

“Great place to launch from when 
the river is calm. It has a nice 
parking lot.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain existing access and continue to provide recreational and education opportunities. Protect 
park’s ecology and biodiversity.

67
respondents already 
use this site, and

10
respondents would like 
to use this site

25%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access
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CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HUDSON HIGHLANDS STATE PARK
SIZE
8000 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation 

EXISTING USE & 
FACILITIES
A mostly undeveloped preserve 
of more than 8,000 acres with 
over 70 miles of trails, Hudson 
Highlands State Park Preserve 
consists of a series of separate 
parcels of land stretching from 
Annsville Creek in Peekskill 
north to Dennings Point in 
Beacon. Several local parks 
and preserves also border 
the preserve, creating a vast 
network of trails and protected 
lands.

The various areas of Hudson 
Highland State Park Preserve, 
their amenities, and access are 
described on the following site 
sheets:  

• Dennings Point State Park

• Hudson Highlands North - 

• Hudson Highlands / Little 
Stony Point

• Constitution Marsh 
Audubon Center and Wildlife 
Sanctuary

Multiple
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Hudson Highlands State Park Preserve
Route 9D, Beacon, NY 10512

Park Office: (845) 265-3175 
Regional Office: (845) 889-4100 
Park Police: (845) 889-8866

:
Please be considerate of other park users.
Please report any accident or incident
immediately to park police. 
All boundaries and trails are shown as
approximate. Be aware of changing trail
conditions.

Trail Distances

Trail Name
Breakneck Bypass
Blue
Breakneck Ridge
Brook
Cornish Connector
Casino
Cornish
Dry Brook
Dennings Point
Fishkill Ridge
Highlands Trail

Length
0.76 mi
0.30mi
4.40 mi
0.95 mi
0.13 mi
2.00 mi
1.40 mi
0.76 mi
1.60 mi
4.60 mi
1.30 mi

ID
BB
BL
BR
BK
CC
CT
CN
DB
DP
FR
HT

Blaze
Red
Blue
White
Red
Blue/Red
Red
Blue
Yellow
White
White
Teal

ID
LS
NV
NH
NT
OL
SR
UC

UCB
WB
WM

Trail Name
Lonestar
Nelsonville
Nimham
Notch
Overlook
Split Rock
Undercliff
Undercliff Bypass
Washburn
Wilkinson Memorial

Blaze
Blue

Green
Green
Blue
Red
Red

Yellow
Green
White
Yellow

Length
1.00 mi
2.10 mi
0.53 mi
5.80 mi
1.70 mi
0.27 mi
4.10 mi
0.33 mi
2.54 mi
8.01 mi
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Map produced by NYSOPRHP GIS Bureau, August 20, 2021.

(AT Mileage from Trailhead to Bear Mountain Bridge)

Trail Distances
Trail Name
Appalachian 
Arden Point
Camp Smith
Carriage
North Redoubt
Osborne Loop
Sugarloaf

Length
5.20 mi
1.00 mi
3.63 mi
0.88 mi
0.59 mi
3.75 mi
2.40 mi

ID
AT
AP
CS
CC
NR
OB
SL

Blaze
White
Blue
Blue
Yellow
Red
Blue
Red

For your safety, please
stay on the marked trails
to avoid active military
training exercises

• Dockside Park - Cold Spring

• Hudson Highlands / Arden 
Point/ Glenclyffe

The Park Preserve protects a 
mosaic of special habitats from 
the Hudson River’s estuarine 
shore through young, deciduous 
forest to the rocky ridges 
and summits of the Hudson 
Highlands. It is a haven for 
many plants and animals just 
50 miles north of New York 
City and provides outstanding 
opportunities to enjoy outdoor 
activities, such as hiking, boating, 
fishing, and birding. The park’s 
extensive trail network includes 
terrain affording hikes ranging 
from easy to challenging.

There are two designated Hudson 
River Greenway Water Trail sites 
in the preserve — at Dennings 
Point and Little Stony Point. 
Access across the railroad to the 
river’s edge is also possible just 
north of the Glenclyffe site. The 
preserve also features a portion 
of the Appalachian Trail, which 
crosses the Hudson River over 
the Bear Mountain Bridge before 
heading over Anthony’s Nose, 
Canada Hill, and White Rock to 
Route 9 near Alt US-202.
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REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

DENNINGS POINT STATE PARK
SIZE
64 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Vehicles can access Dennings Point Park from 
Dennings Avenue via a bridge over the railroad. 
However, for most of the year, this roadway 
is gated and closed for public access prior 
to the bridge. Bicyclists and pedestrians can 
access the park from Scenic Hudson’s Long 
Dock Park via the Klara Sauer Trail, Dennings 

Beacon

Source: Google

Beacon Riverfront Trail
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Avenue trailhead and bridge, or the Dave Miller 
Connector Trail from Madam Brett Park (see 
following page). Upon completion, the Hudson 
Highlands Fjord Trail will provide access to the 
park.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Part of Hudson Highlands State Park, Dennings 
Point is mostly forested. The  Dennings Point 
Trail leads around the point to  popular fishing 
spots and superb river views. The tip of the 
point is a designated Hudson River Greenway 
Water Trail site. Starting in 2003, the first step 
was taken to remediate the site’s abandoned 
buildings and create an educational campus. It 
involved the renovation of the former Denning’s 
Point Brickworks into a 4,000-square-foot 
multipurpose LEED Gold educational facility 
known today as the Water Ecology Center. It 
was acquired by Clarkson University in 2011 
and is home to the Beacon Institute for Rivers 
and Estuaries. In June 2022, the NYS Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
announced a $3.2-million investment to convert 
an abandoned paper clip factory in the park 
into a formal visitors center and the Beatrice G. 
Donofrio Environmental Education Complex.

“This water trail site offers a 
welcome place to land, sit in the 
shade, and relax and enjoy the 
view.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve bicycle and pedestrian access on the bridge over the railroad tracks on Dennings Avenue.

54
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

25%
would like to use this site for 
trails, canoe/kayak access, boat 
access, birding, and education
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MADAM BRETT PARK
SIZE
12 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust Inc 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle access is 
available by both South Avenue or Tioronda 
Avenue to South Avenue.  South Avenue briefly 
tapers to a single lane under the rail bridge 
leading to the Tioronda Bridge where a dedicated 
gravel parking lot is situated at the east end of 
South Avenue along the Fishkill Creek. Access 
to the western portion of the park trails can be 
accessed from Dennings Point Trailhead Parking 

Beacon

Beacon Riverfront Trail

Source: Seth Martel / Courtesty of ScenicHudson.org
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located at the south end of Dennings Avenue.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Madam Brett Park, owned and managed by 
Scenic Hudson, is located along the Fishkill 
Creek in the southwest portion of the City of 
Beacon.  The park features a trail system that 
extends easterly along the riparian creek bank 
and a deck overlooking Tioronda Falls and 
westerly along the mouth of the Fishkill Creek 
with a deck and connectivity to the Dennings 
Point Trail, the Klara Sauer Trail to Long Dock 
Park.  The marsh at the mouth of Fishkill Creek, 
designated by the NYS Department of State as 
a Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat, 
provides critical habitat for amphibians and 
aquatic mammals, provides hunting grounds 
for ospreys and bald eagles, and is a stopover 
for migratory birds. A waterfall on the creek is 
especially impressive (and raucous) in spring or 
after heavy rains.

“Appreciate having it, nice connector 
to beacon riverfront parks.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Complete restoration of the bridge across Fishkill Creek to reconnect South Avenue and implement 
more wayfinding signage for the South Ave trailhead.

21
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

20%
would like to use this site for 
trails and scenic views
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HUDSON HIGHLANDS STATE PARK - 
NORTH

SIZE
123 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
he Breakneck Ridge Trail begins east of Route 
9D and crosses the railroad and roadway atop a 
tunnel. The shore is too steep in this location to 
access the water.There is a swath of parkland 
north of Gordons Brook in Beacon that is 
inaccessible. 

Fishkill
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Parking to access the trails is available along 
Route 9 /Breakneck Road in Beacon north 
of Gordons Brook and in Phillipstown at the 
Wilkinson Memorial Trailhead and Breakneck 
Ridge Trailhead. These trails afford outstanding 
views of the river and Hudson Highlands.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PLANNING 
EFFORTS
Significant improvements to parking, access, and 
river access are planned at Breakneck Ridge. 
See the trail descriptions in Chapter 5 for more 
details.

“Best used off season.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Provide public access to the existing park lands between the river and the railroad north of Gordons 
Brook.

28
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site

33%
would like to use this site for 
trails and scenic views
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ORANGE COUNTY

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING AMENITIES

CITY OF NEWBURGH WATERFRONT
SIZE
10 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Newburgh 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Front Street and River Street run parallel to 
the river and provide access to the Newburgh 
waterfront. The roadways can be accessed from 
the following railroad crossings: bridges over 4th 
Street, 3rd Street, 2nd Street, Carpenter Street, 
and Renwick Street; an at-grade crossing at 
Washington Street; and a pedestrian tunnel north 
of the ferry terminal.

Newburgh

Source: Google

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Scenic Hudson
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
While much of the site is commercial, public 
amenities include parking, a 0.75-mile trail 
along the shoreline, restrooms, picnic areas 
and greenspace (at Unico Park/South Street 
Park, on the waterfront between 4th and 3rd 
Streets), and several docks for commercial tour 
boat operators. The city’s public boat launch, at 
the end of Washington Street, contains ample 
parking and put-ins for both trailered boats and 
canoe/kayaks. A path from the park along the 
shore (in front of the city’s wastewater treatment 
plant) connects to Ward Brothers Memorial 
Rowing Park, headquarters of the Newburgh 
Rowing Club, which offers parking and picnic 
tables.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
NEWBURGH LWRP (2017)
South Street Park plans include an extension 
of the riverfront walkway, a viewing shelter and 
sitting area, a floating dock for car top or carried 
vessels and landscaping. Newburgh Landing 
Dock replacement — New dock would include 
areas for congregating/ performances, small 
vessel docking, river cruise boats, tall ships, 
and the potential to dock the Newburgh-Beacon 
Ferry. 

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve and connect the waterfront trail for continued bicycle and pedestrian access. Reconstruct 
and reopen the city pier, add additional amenities and landscaping to Ward Brothers Park.

18
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

80%
would like to use this site for 
picnicking, scenic views, and 
birding

“The Newburgh City Pier is in dire need 
of repair. This once provided a great 
place for fishing and viewing the River.”
–Survey Respondent
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PEOPLE’S PARK
SIZE
7 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Newburgh 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
An at-grade crossing provides access on 
Washington Street across the CSX freight line. 
Access to the People’s Waterfront Parcel is at 
the eastern end of Washington Street adjacent to 
the public boat launch.

Newburgh

People’s Park

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This seven-acre waterfront property, formerly the 
Consolidated Iron site, is now remediated and 
owned by the City of Newburgh, which opened 
it to the public in 2016. It offers open space, 
shoreline access, walking trails, and stunning 
views of the Hudson River, Mount Beacon, 
Storm King, and the Hudson Highlands, as well 
as tugboats, barges, and ships in the channel 
located just offshore.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
NEWBURGH LWRP (2017)
People’s Park: Any future redevelopment 
should include a substantial water‐dependent 
component, as well as amenities for public 
access to the Harbor Management Area (HMA), 
including construction of an extension of the 
riverfront walkway and seating, unobstructed 
scenic views, access for hand‐carried vessels 
including rowing shells and kayaks, shore‐based 
fishing, special waterfront events.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Given the small size of other city waterfront parks and their context between expensive restaurants 
and a marina, the People’s Waterfront Parcel can serve as a blank canvas on which to design and 
develop a flagship park that meets the needs of all residents. Public engagement, early and often, 
should inform the park’s design, programming, and maintenance.

10
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
birding

“There is momentum among 
Newburgh residents to creatively 
placemake our parks, specially this 
one within vicinity to the Hudson 
River.”
–Survey Respondent
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PLUM POINT PARK/KOWAWESE UNIQUE 
AREA AT PLUM POINT

SIZE
102 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of New Windsor/New York State 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Off Route 9W on Plum Point Lane, these parks 
are located between the railroad and the Hudson 
River on a broad peninsula known as Sloop Hill 
and/or Plum Point. Plum Point Lane crosses the 
railroad via a two-lane vehicular bridge with a 
sidewalk on its north side.

New Windsor

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
At the northern end of Sloop Hill lies Plum Point 
Park, a five-acre park owned and maintained 
by the Town of New Windsor. The park has a 
pavilion and offers scenic views of the Hudson 
River and Highlands, however, steep slopes 
preclude physical access to the shoreline.

Just to the south, the Kowawese Unique Area 
at Plum Point is a 102-acre park, owned by 
New York State and managed by the Orange 
County Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation. The park offers excellent 
opportunities for fishing, hiking, exploring 
Revolutionary War cannon batteries, and 
enjoying dramatic Hudson River views. Picnic 
tables, barbecue grills, and benches are located 
throughout the park, and a launch is available 
for car-top boats, as it is a designated Hudson 
River Greenway Water Trail Site. The interpretive 
center can be rented, for small parties, meetings, 
or classes.

“Beautiful.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain access to the park and the Hudson River.

33
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views
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DONAHUE MEMORIAL PARK AT 
CORNWALL LANDING

SIZE
6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed from Shore Road. 
There are at-grade crossings on Shore Road and 
Dock Hill Road, just before entering the park.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park is located at the site of historic 
Cornwall Landing, where steamboats and trains 
fostered a bustling business community well 
into the 1940s. Primarily open lawn, the park 

Cornwall-on-Hudson
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features a few parking spaces, a gazebo, and 
car-top boat launch. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2021)
“Maintain and improve Cornwall-on-Hudson’s 
beloved Donahue Memorial Park, including 
installing appropriately designed restrooms 
and creating a promenade footpath along Dock 
Hill Road. Recreational Boating—The interest in 
kayaking and other forms of recreational boating 
will continue to grow, and Cornwall Bay is a 
perfect place to enjoy the river. This activity is 
supported as is the expansion of public docking 
including coordination with tours of Bannerman 
Island (more properly Pollopel Island); parking 
should be considered carefully. Access to our 
waterfront for recreational and cultural use 
may be expanded by using the strip of Village-
owned land once used by the O&W Railroad. 
A plan to reclaim this substantial property in 
its entirety should be undertaken. Partnering 
with other entities to develop boat storage at 
the park should be explored. New benches and 
bicycle racks should be provided at the park to 
encourage alternate means of transportation.”

“Important park, important access 
point.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

As recommended in the comprehensive plan, implement the planned restrooms and pavilions 
and obtain access to the 9.4-acre village-owned parcel north of the park to expand recreation 
opportunities and Hudson River access.

8
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
picnicking and scenic views
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STORM KING STATE PARK
SIZE
1972 Acres

OWNERSHIP
The Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There are several trailheads — at the end of 
Shore Road, on Mountain Road, Reservoir Road, 
Route 218 including the Esty & Hellie Stowell 
Trailhead, and Route 9W — as well as several 
vista pull offs along Route 218. Two trails lead to 
the Hudson River but there is no access across 
the railroad tracks. 

Cornwall

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Spanning nearly 2,000 acres, Storm King State 
Park offers 15 miles of trails for hiking, areas for 
hunting, and unsurpassed vistas of the Hudson 
River and Highlands. The park is undeveloped: 
There are no toilets and limited parking.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain existing trail network and vista pull offs.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site
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WEST POINT
SIZE
16,000 Acres

OWNERSHIP
United States Government West Point Military 
Reservation 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
West Point is a working military installation, but 
it does allow guests to visit after going through 
a security checkpoint. The campus is situated 
along the Hudson River and features several 
areas where people can interact with it, including 
the Chain Battery and its “Flirtation Walk” (per 

Highlands

Source: : West Point Athletics
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tradition, only cadets and their guests may 
use this trail), as well as additional sites along 
Ernst and Pitcher roads. The railroad tunnels 
underneath the main portion of the campus.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
While the nature of the military institution may 
create unique restrictions to these sites, visitors 
can still enjoy its scenic views. Conferences held 
at West Point offer a broader opportunity for 
the public to experience the grounds. The 0.5-
mile “Flirtation Walk” trail is adjacent to several 
prominent monuments, including the Great 
Chain and statue of General Tadeusz Kosciusko. 
The academy’s South Dock is an important 
access point to the Hudson River and landing for 
the ferry offering public access to Constitution 
Island. The most desired amenities  

for this site are:

Maintain existing public access to West Point and promote access to South Dock and Constitution 
Island. Increase frequency of trips to Constitution Island.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: : Google
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FORMER HIGHLAND FALLS MARINA
SIZE
1.3 Acres

OWNERSHIP
A & I Builders, LLC 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Access is provided at the foot of Station Hill 
Road over an at-grade crossing of the CSX 
freight line. 

Cornwall

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The privately-owned site once accommodated 
a busy 44-slip marina. The 1880s-era Highland 
Falls train station still stands. It was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1982 as 
the Highland Falls Depot. It currently operates as 
an RV Park. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
VILLAGE OF HIGHLAND FALLS LOCAL 
WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION 
STRATEGY (2020)
 “Develop a strategy for public waterfront access 
through the redevelopment of the marina, 
the railroad property and the teardrop parcel. 
Reduce the number of allowable housing units 
on strategic waterfront parcels to increase the 
amount of valuable open space while continuing 
to allow residential development.” The most desired amenities  

for this site are:

The site offers huge potential as the Village’s only public riverfront access and should be 
redeveloped as a riverfront park. It is important to note that when developed as a waterfront park, 
this would be the only public river access between Mine Dock Park to the south and Donohue Park 
to the north, a distance of nearly 10 miles. Finally, park planning and design should accommodate 
rising sea levels and increase flood resilience.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site
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MINE DOCK PARK
SIZE
2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
The Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Accessible from Mine Dock Road, the park 
is bisected by the railroad, with an at-grade 
crossing between its two sections. There is 
direct access to the Hudson River.

Highlands

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This two-acre park offers sweeping vistas of the 
Hudson Highlands inches from the river’s edge. 
A Hudson River Greenway Water Trail site, it also 
is an excellent place to launch a canoe/kayak. 
A former 19th century loading dock for ore from 
inland iron mines, the land was protected by 
Scenic Hudson to secure the Town of Highlands’ 
first public access to the river since the creation 
of the West Shore Railroad in the 1880s. The 
park is owned by the Palisades Interstate Park 
Commission and managed by the town.

“This launch is a Godsend. It’s 
easy, seldom crowded, and 
affords access to Popolopen 
Creek, if the tides are favorable.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain at-grade access and provide additional amenities.

7
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access

Source: Robert Rodriguez, Jr. - Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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FORT MONTGOMERY STATE HISTORIC 
SITE

SIZE
275 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This historic site is accessible from Route 9W. 
A steep bank limits access to the Hudson River. 
There is a land bridge over the tunnel along the 
shore.

Highlands
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Visitors can learn about this important 18th-
century military post at the site’s museum, which 
showcases original artifacts and weapons, large-
scale models, highly detailed mannequins, and 
a 15-minute movie describing the 1777 British 
assault on the fortifications. Trails pass many of 
Fort Montgomery’s remains, including barracks, 
the gunpowder magazine, and redoubts. There 
is a spectacular view of the Hudson River from 
the Grand Battery, where reproduction cannon 
are occasionally fired. A path on the south edge 
of the site leads to the Popolopen Creek, a 
Hudson River Greenway Water Trail site, and the 
Popolopen Suspension Bridge, which provides 
off-road access to Bear Mountain State Park.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve the path to Popolopen Creek for easier Water Trail and bridge access.

7
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site
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PUTNAM COUNTY

Source: Anthony Coneski / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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HUDSON HIGHLANDS STATE PARK / 
LITTLE STONY POINT

SIZE
250 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Little Stony Point can be accessed using a 
bridge over the railroad tracks. The bridge 
allows for authorized vehicular access and has 
a pedestrian walkway on the south side. The 
vehicular portion of the bridge is sometimes 
open to pedestrians as well. The grade on the 
east side of the bridge, between the railroad and 
Breakneck Road, is steep.

Philipstown

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A large parking area and restrooms are available 
on the east side of Route 9D to access the 
upland trails as well as Little Stony Point. 
Adjacent to the bridge that crosses the railroad 
tracks is the Hudson Highlands State Park 
Preserve Park Office and the Volunteer Center 
of the Little Stony Point Citizens Association. 
Across the bridge to the west, a network of 
trails around the point offer scenic views of 
the Hudson River and access to beaches along 
the shore on the northwest side for waterside 
canoe/kayak access and shore fishing. This area 
is also a designated Hudson River Greenway 
Water Trail site. 

“The new parking area across 
the street and crosswalk is a big 
improvement! I love the “beach” 
and overlook area. This is a real 
gem!”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve grades and pedestrian access to the bridge over the railroad between Little Stony Point 
and Route 9D.

44
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

60%
would like to use this site for 
trails and scenic views
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MAYOR’S PARK
SIZE
8.2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Cold Spring 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Access is available from Fair Street, with parking 
located along the roadway. There is no access 
across the railroad tracks or to the Hudson River, 
but there is access to the cove along the east 
ride of the tracks.

Cold Spring

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Mayor’s Park is primarily used for sports. Most 
of the park is fenced in for baseball, soccer, 
and basketball. A pavilion with barbecues and 
benches is located at the north end of the park.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain river views and access to the cove.

5
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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COLD SPRING WATERFRONT NORTH / 
DOCKSIDE PARK

SIZE
8 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State Of New York / Village of Cold Spring 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This area is accessible from West Street via 
a pedestrian tunnel under the railroad at Main 
Street and a vehicle bridge with a sidewalk 
further south at Lunn Terrace. This area is 
directly accessible to and from Cold Spring’s 
Metro-North station.

Cold Spring

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Cold Spring Pier and bandstand located 
at the foot of Main Street are the heartbeat of 
Cold Spring’s waterfront. In addition to concerts 
at the bandstand, the pier hosts a variety 
of visiting vessels. Dockside Park, located 
at the north end of the waterfront, recently 
underwent renovations for sustainable shoreline 
stabilization. The riverbank was engineered and 
enhanced to provide ecological, recreational, 
and floodplain functions with design elements 
that allow for continued functionality as sea 
level rises. The design accommodates increased 
frequency of inundation and will be able to 
withstand reasonably foreseeable waves, water 
velocities (current), and ice. The park features 
a walking path, benches, and a hardened boat 
launch.  Although a gravel roadway is present, 
there is no significant parking and vehicular 
access appears to be restricted. This park is 
part of Hudson Highlands State Park Preserve 
and will serve as the southern terminus of the 
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Connect the path within the park to the sidewalk network on West Street.

24
respondents already 
use this site, and

12
respondents would like 
to use this site

25%
would like to use this site for 
trails, parking, swimming, and 
boat access
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COLD SPRING WATERFRONT SOUTH / 
FOUNDRY DOCK PARK

SIZE
0.7 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust, Inc. 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This area is accessible from Market Street via 
a pedestrian tunnel under the railroad at Main 
Street and a vehicle bridge with a sidewalk at 
Lunn Terrace. This area is directly accessible to 
and from the Metro-North Cold Spring station.

Cold Spring

Source: Anthony Coneski / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
In addition to offering magnificent views of the 
Hudson Highlands, Foundry Dock Park is a great 
place to paddle into Foundry Cove and Audubon 
New York’s Constitution Marsh Sanctuary, which 
provide a haven for waterfowl and migratory 
birds. Kayak rentals are available from Hudson 
River Expeditions. The site has benches, picnic 
tables, a short trail, and is a good place for 
fishing. It is a designated boat launch and 
Hudson River Greenway Water Trail Site.

Both Foundry Dock Park and the adjacent 
historic The Chapel Restoration are listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. The 
nearby West Point Foundry Preserve , connected 
to Foundry Dock with a beautiful trail, is a 
designated National Historic Landmark.

“A beautiful preserve that shows 
how Mother Nature can reclaim 
a former heavily industrialized 
site. Please connect a trail from 
West Point Foundry Preserve 
to Constitution Marsh Audubon 
property.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain views and water access.

37
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

30%
would like to use this site for 
trails, scenic views, and canoe/
kayak access
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WEST POINT FOUNDRY PRESERVE
SIZE
90 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Scenic Hudson Land Trust, Inc. 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The preserve can be accessed at the end of 
Kemble Avenue or by a trail from Metro-North’s 
Cold Spring station. There is no direct access to 
the Hudson River, but the preserve abuts Foundry 
Cove and Constitution Marsh.

Philipstown

Source: Tyler Blodgett / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Woodland trails pass remains of this 19th-
century ironworks and interpretive features tell 
the story of its contribution to the Industrial 
Revolution and the Civil War, as well as the land’s 
astonishing ecological renewal. In 2021, the 
West Point Foundry Archeological Site, which 
includes foundry remains in the preserve and 
nearby Foundry Dock Park, was designated a 
National Historic Landmark. An audiovisual 
tour of the site is available. An accessible trail 
leads from the train platform to the center of the 
preserve along with restrooms, benches and bike 
racks.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain site, trails, and views of the marsh. Improve pedestrian and bicycle connections to Main 
Street. Consider connecting West Point Foundry Preserve to Constitution Audubon Center and 
Sanctuary. 

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: Robert Rodriguez, Jr / 
Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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CONSTITUTION ISLAND
SIZE
176.6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
United States Military Academy

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This site is only publicly accessible by ferry from 
the U.S. Military Academy’s South Dock, on the 
river’s west shore. An access road along the 
west side of the railroad tracks from the Cold 
Spring Metro-North station provides private 
access to the site.

Philipstown

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Constitution Island Association partners 
with the U.S. Military Academy to provide visitors 
and the West Point community with educational 
and recreational experiences based on the 
island’s history, ecology, and unique location on 
the Hudson River. Constitution Island is the site 
of the earliest Revolutionary War fortifications 
in the Hudson Valley. Taken briefly by the British 
in 1777, the island was re-occupied by American 
forces in 1778 and made an integral part of 
Fortress West Point. In 1908 Mrs. Russell Sage 
and Miss Anna Warner presented Constitution 
Island to the United States government as a joint 
gift. 

In addition to the historic forts, the island 
features the Warner House and gardens. Public 
tours of them are typically available in the 
summer. 

“I wish this beautiful island was 
publicly accessible.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Increase frequency of tours and update publication of tour dates and times.

4
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails, picnicking, canoe/kayak 
access, boat access, and 
birding
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CONSTITUTION MARSH AUDUBON 
CENTER AND WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

SIZE
269 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State of New York / National Audubon Society 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The site is accessible by water or Warren 
Landing Road. There is no access across the 
tracks by land.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Constitution Marsh Audubon Center and 
Sanctuary is a unique and beautiful tidal marsh 
providing vital natural habitat in the Hudson 
River Estuary. Part of Hudson Highlands State 

Philipstown

Source: Michael O’Donnel / Courtesy of ScenicHudson.org
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Park, it is an Audubon New York Important Bird 
Area, a New York State Bird Conservation Area, 
and a state-designated Significant Coastal Fish 
and Wildlife Habitat.

Recreational opportunities include hiking trails 
that lead to a 700-foot boardwalk exploring the 
marsh and limited paddling access through 
the network of man-made channels. Paddling 
tours are offered throughout the year from the 
Audubon Center, but the public must access 
the marsh from other launches, such as Scenic 
Hudson’s Foundry Dock Park.

Access is severely limited due to parking 
constraints. The former parking area at the 
intersection of Warren Landing and Indian Brook 
Roads has been closed. Access is available via 
rideshare service, the Cold Spring Trolley on 
Saturdays and Sundays, or by purchasing a pass 
for the Boscobel House and Gardens, typically 
open Friday through Monday. 

“I used to go here all the time. 
Now that parking is closed, it’s 
locals only unless you walk from 
the Village. I’d like to understand 
access options.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to work on developing a solution for parking and better public access to the site.

27
respondents already 
use this site, and

13
respondents would like 
to use this site

83%
would like to use this site for 
trails, parking, and scenic views
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GARRISON GAZEBO/GARRISON’S LANDING 
PARK

SIZE
1.4 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Garrison Landing Association 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Garrison waterfront and gazebo can be 
accessed via a roadway bridge with sidewalk 
north of Garrison Metro-North station. 

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
For more than 50 years, the Garrison’s Landing 
Association, a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to restoring and preserving the history of 

Philipstown

Source: Google
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this small but important Hudson Highlands 
community, has owned the railroad depot (now 
the Philipstown Depot Theatre), the marina 
(leased to the Garrison Yacht Club), and a 
portion of the riverfront park around a gazebo. 
It also owns and maintains the street, formerly 
known as Depot Square but now named 
Garrison’s Landing, which runs north to south on 
the east side of the railroad tracks. The park is 
the only part of the waterfront open to the public. 
It offers the gazebo, benches, picnic tables, and 
views of the Hudson River and West Point on the 
opposite shore. 

“LOVE IT !”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Formalize the alley behind Garrison’s Landing and open it up for public access to the park and a 
walking loop around the waterfront.

5
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

Source: Garrison Landing Association
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HUDSON HIGHLANDS STATE PARK / 
ARDEN POINT/ GLENCLYFFE

SIZE
93 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation / Town of Phillipstown / Open 
Space Institute / Garrison Institute 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Visitors can access the Glenclyffe Loop Trail via 
the new, 12-car parking area and trailhead on 
Glenclyffe Road off Route 9D There is additional 
parking at the Garrison Metro-North station, 
where visitors can access trails via the Arden 
Point and Glenclyffe trailhead.  Pedestrians and 

Philipstown

Source: Google
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bicyclists can access the waterfront via a single-
lane truss bridge over the railroad..

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Glenclyffe Loop Trail offers two miles of 
footpaths through more than 90 acres of scenic 
woodland habitat. In addition to views of the 
Hudson River, visitors can experience the site’s 
history — it was part of Benedict Arnold’s escape 
route after his failed treasonous attempt to 
surrender Fortress West Point to the British. The 
Marcia’s Mile Trail at Glenclyffe honors Marcia 
Favrot, a well-known conservationist, artist, 
teacher, and philanthropist. 

In October 2022, The Open Space Institute (OSI), 
in partnership with the New York State Office 
of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, 
the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference 
(NYNJTC), the Lost and Foundation, the Garrison 
Institute, Hudson Highlands Land Trust, and the 
Town of Philipstown announced the opening 
of an improved Glenclyffe Loop Trail. It is more 
welcoming and accessible to visitors, facilitates 
park access and enhances the connectivity 
between the trail and the Garrison train station. 

“Signage is sometimes confusing 
and off putting but nice spot.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the bridge over the railroad for continued non-motorized access to the shore.

13
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site
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MANITOU POINT PRESERVE
SIZE
126 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Open Space Institute 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The public can access the site’s trails and 
waterfront from the parking area on Mystery 
Point Road (off Route 9D) by crossing the bridge 
across the railroad tracks. Vehicles may not use 
roads within the preserve.

Philipstown

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Manitou Point Preserve features 126 acres of 
protected habitat, predominantly forested, and a 
four-mile trail network. Along the trails, visitors 
can access the waterfront and fishing locations 
along it, as well as the tidal Manitou Marsh, an 
important nursery for striped bass.

“Upgrades to trails are 
appreciated.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the bridge over the railroad tracks for current and future access to the Hudson River.

11
respondents already 
use this site, and

5
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views and canoe/kayak 
access

Source: Open Space Institute
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BEAR MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
SIZE
5205 Acres

OWNERSHIP
The Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
There are several access points to Bear 
Mountain State Park, primarily from Route 
9W/202. A portion of the park, Bear Mountain 
Dock, is located on the Hudson River. It is 
publicly accessible via a pedestrian tunnel under 
the railroad. A private service road utilizes an at-
grade crossing south of the docks and tunnel.

Stony Point

Jones Point Path
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Bear Mountain State Park is situated in rugged 
mountains rising from the west bank of the 
Hudson River. It features a large play field, 
playgrounds, shaded picnic groves, lake and 
river fishing access, a swimming pool, Trailside 
Museums and Zoo, and trails for hiking, biking 
and cross-country skiing. An outdoor ice rink 
is open to skaters seasonally. The Perkins 
Memorial Tower atop Bear Mountain affords 
spectacular views of the park, the Hudson 
Highlands, and adjacent Harriman State Park. 
The dock is a popular spot for fishing and 
enjoying views of the Hudson River.

“This dock provides access for 
tour boats but is a great place for 
people to view the River, watch 
bald eagles, etc!”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain and improve access to the dock.

23
respondents already 
use this site, and

11
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

Source: Palisades Parks Conservancy
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IONA ISLAND MARSH
SIZE
120 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Palisades Interstate Parks Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Iona Island can be accessed using the Iona 
Island Access Road located east off of Route 
9W/202. There is an at-grade railroad crossing 
just east of the public parking area. Access 
beyond this point is restricted by the state.

Stony Point

Jones Point Path
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Part of Bear Mountain State Park, Iona Island 
is maintained by the Palisades Interstate Park 
Commission, while the tidal marsh between the 
Island and the shore is managed by NYSDEC 
as part of the Hudson River National Estuarine 
Research Reserve. Designated a National 
Natural Landmark by the National Park Service, 
the site features brackish intertidal mudflats, 
brackish tidal marsh, freshwater tidal marsh, 
and deciduous forested uplands that provide 
habitat for a variety of waterfowl, wetland birds, 
deer, muskrats, turtles, frogs, fish and crabs. 
Free guided canoe programs are available in the 
summer, but no public canoeing or kayaking is 
allowed. Bald eagles may roost on the island in 
the winter and can be viewed from the overlook 
on Route 6/202 across the river.

“I love this area for birding.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Consider ways to open appropriate parts of Iona Island east of the railroad to the public.

4
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
trails, scenic views, canoe/
kayak launch, and birding
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STONY POINT BATTLEFIELD STATE 
HISTORIC SITE

SIZE
32 Acres

OWNERSHIP
The Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The site is accessible via Battlefield Road, off 
Park Road. The lighthouse and museum are 
located across the bridge over the railroad tracks 
along the Hudson River. There is a private, at-
grade crossing south of the bridge following an 
old service road.

Stony Point

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This National Historic Landmark preserves 
the earthworks of this fortification captured 
by Continental troops after a daring nighttime 
assault in 1779, one of the last Revolutionary 
War battles in the Northeast. A museum features 
exhibits about the battle and nearby 1826 Stony 
Point Lighthouse, the oldest lighthouse on the 
Hudson River. Interpretive programs, such as 
reenactments highlighting 18th-century military 
life, cannon and musket firings, and cooking 
and blacksmith demonstrations, are offered 
periodically. A “beach” on the site’s southern 
shoreline is designated as a Hudson River 
Greenway Water Trail Site offering paddlers a 
place to land and visit the park. Kayaks can also 
be launched here, although it would require a 
fairly long carry. The most desired amenities  

for this site are:

Maintain the bridge across the railroad and access to the Hudson River.

7
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site
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VINCENT CLARK PARK
SIZE
1.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town Of Stony Point 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park is accessible from Beach Road, with 
amenities on both sides. It offers direct access 
to the Hudson River.

Stony Point
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A boat launch is available for permit holders. The 
park also offers a playground, pavilion, picnic 
tables, and scenic views of the Hudson River.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain water access, park amenities, and viewshed.

respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

would like to use this site for 
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RIVERFRONT PARK
SIZE
9.7 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town Of Stony Point 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park is located on Grassy Point Road with 
direct access to the Hudson River.

Stony Point

Source: Google



490

HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park features a pavilion, pier, picnic areas, 
playgrounds, and restrooms. In addition to 
offering views of the Hudson River, the pier is 
available for fishing.

“The Fireboat McKean is currently 
docked in Grassy Point, adjacent 
to Riverfront Park at privately 
owned Panco Fuel. We would 
love to see improvements that 
allow the McKean to tie up to a 
public pier and provide public 
activities and programming.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain water access, park amenities, and viewshed. Consider pier modifications for boats to 
dock.

2
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
parking, picnicking, and boat 
launch
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HAVERSTRAW BAY COUNTY PARK
SIZE
38 Acres

OWNERSHIP
County of Rockland 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park, which can be accessed from Gagan 
Road/County Route 109, has parking for 200 
vehicles. It offers direct access to the Hudson 
River.

Haverstraw
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The 27-acre park borders the Hudson River and 
provides water-based amenities, including a 
trailered boat launch and fishing piers. There 
are also picnic facilities, an open-air pavilion, 
playgrounds, restrooms, nature and walking 
trails, and the Rockland County September 
11 Memorial. Following Hurricane Sandy, the 
County Parks Department noticed that the 
site’s natural beach areas received less storm 
damage compared to its hardened shorelines 
(like bulkheads and riprap). After consulting 
with NYSDEC and a local landscape architecture 
firm, the department installed a “soft” shoreline 
in 2015-2016. This more natural design utilizing 
native plants has provided myriad benefits 
— stabilizing the riverbank, enhancing scenic 
beauty, decreasing maintenance costs, and 
making the park more resilient to future storm 
damage. The Hudson River National Estuarine 
Research Reserve network recently added 
Haverstraw Bay County Park as a case study site 
for its Sustainable Shorelines Project.

FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
Construction of a nature trail around the park’s 
freshwater pond.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain park amenities and access to the Hudson River. Continue expanding the trail network.

8
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site



493

Access Sites - Rockland Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

BOWLINE POINT PARK
SIZE
13 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Haverstraw 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Located on Mckenzie Avenue, off Bowline Plant 
Road, the park is almost entirely surrounded by 
water — the Hudson River and Bowline Pond.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Recreational amenities include an Olympic-
size pool with a diving well and wading area, 
two water slides, a toddler pool and handicap-
accessible water spray area, playgrounds 

Haverstraw
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(including one universally-accessible), two tennis 
court, a pickleball court, regulation-size volleyball 
court, Challenger obstacle course, walking 
paths, and a fishing pier with a spectacular river 
view. There are also numerous picnic tables and 
barbecue grills, and a gazebo for parties.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
HAVERSTRAW COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
Shoreline stabilization; utility access, vehicular 
access along shoreline; possible pedestrian 
connection from Bowline Point Park to Chair 
Factory site.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the park and access to the Hudson. Implement comprehensive plan recommendations, 
prioritizing the greenway trail connection across Bowline Pond to increase accessibility to the park.

2
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site
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ROSE NELSON MEMORIAL PARK
SIZE
0.2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Haverstraw 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Located on Jefferson Street, the park sits 
above Bowline Pond and Henry Hudson 
Quadricentennial Park). There is no access to 
the pond or Hudson River due to steep slopes.

Haverstraw
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Thanks to its elevation, the park offers clear 
views of the Hudson River and Bowline Park. 
It features playgrounds, picnic tables, and 
benches.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
HAVERSTRAW COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
Improve the overlook to Bowline Pond and 
provide public sidewalks on adjacent roadways.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain park and views of the Hudson River and Bowline Pond.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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EMELINE PARK
SIZE
1.7 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Haverstraw 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Located on Front Street, the park offers direct 
access to the Hudson River.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The 3-acre Emeline Park, owned and managed 
by the Village of Haverstraw, features a 
waterfront trail, playground, gazebo, beach, 

Haverstraw
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small pier, and a launch for car-top boats. The 
nearby Haverstraw Brick Museum uses the small 
beach to conduct environmental and historical 
educational programming.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
HAVERSTRAW COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2021)
“Due to projected flooding and sea level rise, it 
is recommended that the pier be reconstructed 
and accommodate an additional stop for 
the [Haverstraw-Ossining] ferry as well as 
other purposes such as fishing, viewing, and 
education. Connect the Emeline Park Greenway 
to other shoreline parks.”

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Reconstruct the pier and complete greenway connections to nearby parks as noted in the 
comprehensive plan. Continue to ensure that private restaurant use of the park does not obstruct 
public access to the riverfront. Improve the park in order to create a seamless integration with the 
park that will be developed at the former Chair Factory to the north.

4
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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HAVERSTRAW WATERFRONT 
PROMENADE PARK

SIZE
0.7 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Haverstraw 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This park is located on Round Point Drive. While 
there is no boat access, the park contains a trail 
following the shoreline of the Hudson River.

Haverstraw
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This is a linear park created as part of a recent 
development. The trail continues for about 
2,000 feet along the river, offering seating and 
scenic views. There are plans to extend the trail 
to the north and south, as future developments 
proceed.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the promenade for public access and continue its expansion and, in particular, create 
connections between the promenade and Haverstraw neighborhoods to increase the public’s 
awareness and use of the waterfront at this location.

2
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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DUTCHTOWN PARK
SIZE
0.6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Haverstraw 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Located along Riverside Avenue, the park sits on 
the shore of the Hudson River but provides no 
formal access to the water.

Haverstraw
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This park offers greenspace, a playground, and 
parking area. It is separated from the developed 
portion of the Haverstraw waterfront by Tilcon’s 
Haverstraw Quarry.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve existing park amenities. Look into the feasibility of providing shoreline access and a 
canoe/kayak launch.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site
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HOOK MOUNTAIN STATE PARK/
ROCKLAND LAKE STATE PARK/
HAVERSTRAW BEACH STATE PARK

SIZE
676 acres/1,333 acres

OWNERSHIP
The Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Rockland Lake State Park can be accessed 
from Route 9W. Hook Mountain State Park can 
be accessed via the The Hook Mountain/Nyack 
Beach Bikeway, which runs along the river. Hook 
Mountain State Park can also be reached by 
walking down Landing Road from Rockland lake 
State Park. Haverstraw Beach State Park can be 
accessed via Riverside Avenue.

Haverstraw / Clarkstown

Source: Google

Hook Mountain Trail
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Rockland Lake State Park is located on the back 
side of Hook Mountain above the west bank of the 
Hudson River. The park boasts a 25,000-square-foot 
zero-entrance swimming pool with diving boards, a 
spray ground, and two large water slides. The park 
also offers a playground for children, picnic areas, 
a car-top boat launch at the lake, hiking trails, six 
tennis courts, and two 18-hole golf courses. A 3.2-
mile paved trail encircles Rockland Lake.

Hook Mountain State Park is a 676-acre 
undeveloped park spanning nearly seven miles of 
waterfront and cliff slopes. At 730 feet, its summit 
offers spectacular views of Rockland Lake and 
the Hudson River Valley. This State-designated 
Important Bird Area is a prime location for watching 
various types of hawks. Hook Mountain is also 
designated as a National Natural Landmark along 
with adjacent Nyack Beach State Park. 

Haverstraw Beach State Park is a component of 
the larger Rockland Lake State Park complex. The 
Hook Mountain/Nyack Beach Bikeway runs through 
the park. This site is also the location of Snedeker’s 
Landing, the oldest shipyard in Rockland County.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PARK 
MASTER PLAN (2013)
“A paved pathway will be constructed to connect 
upper Landing Road to the River Trail.”

“Important area for hiking and 
birding.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the River Trail and increase its connectivity to the rest of the park.

14
respondents already 
use this site, and

5
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
picnicking
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NYACK BEACH STATE PARK
SIZE
140 Acres

OWNERSHIP
The Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This park is south of and adjacent to Rockland 
Lake State Park. It can be accessed by foot or 
bike from the Hook Mountain/Nyack Beach 
Bikeway or via vehicle from North Broadway. 
Parking is available near the beach and on the 
Upper Plateau. The park provides direct access 
to the Hudson River.

Upper Nyack

Hook Mountain Trail
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Spanning 76 acres at the base of Hook 
Mountain, Nyack Beach State Park is the 
southern terminus of the first section of the 
Hudson River Greenway and one of the best 
places in the U.S. to view hawks and other 
raptors. Amenities include hiking, biking, 
cross-country skiing, birdwatching, fishing, 
and picnicking. Launching canoes/kayaks or 
windsurfers from the beach is permitted.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PARK 
MASTER PLAN (2013)
“Bathhouse: Continue to rent to large groups 
and remove hazard trees above the boathouse. 
Beach: seawall and retaining walls — repair in 
place.”

“I like to ride my bike in this park 
north along the river.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the park and its access to the Hudson River. Improve the canoe/kayak launch.

19
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
trails and scenic views
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VILLAGE OF NYACK / SOUTH NYACK 
WATERFRONT

SIZE
10 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Nyack / Village Of South Nyack 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Nyack’s waterfront includes the Village of Nyack 
Memorial Park, Towt Park, Nyack Marina, and the 
Nyack Pier. All four sites provide direct access 
to the Hudson River. Nyack Memorial Park 
and Towt Park can be accessed via Piermont 
Avenue. Nyack Pier is at the east end of Main 
Street. In South Nyack, the Hudson also can be 
accessed at the end of Gesner Avenue.

Nyack / South Nyack

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
These sites provide scenic views, fishing access, 
and parking. At Nyack Memorial Park, there are 
ball fields, a playground, a skate park, picnic 
areas, and a gazebo. Visitors can cross the 
Memorial Park Inlet Bridge, a small footbridge, to 
access the Nyack Municipal Boat Launch. Towt 
Park and Gesner Avenue Park also have canoe/
kayak launches.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM VILLAGE 
OF NYACK LWRP (2021)
“Provide waterfront improvements to support 
recreational and commuter ferry services. 
Extend the Memorial Park Pier to create a fishing 
pier in the Hudson River. Partner with New York 
State to restore wetland on the state owned 
parcel at the southern boundary of the village. 
Better connect Nyack’s riverfront sites to one 
another.”

“This is a great spot to launch a 
kayak or small boat.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Implement recommendations from the recently adopted LWRP.

16
respondents already 
use this site, and

11
respondents would like 
to use this site

75%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views
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FRANK PARELLI PARK/FLYWHEEL PARK
SIZE
13 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Piermont 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Accessible from Hudson Way and Ash Street off 
Piermont Avenue.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Frank Parelli Park is a Village of Piermont park. 
Immediately to the southeast is Flywheel Park, 
part of a 1990s-era mixed use redevelopment 
of the former industrial sites including the 
Piermont Paper Company, Robert Gair Company, 

Piermont

Source: Google
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Continental Can Company, and Clevepack, which 
closed its doors in 1982. 

Frank Parelli Park occupies the former Mill beach 
and is named after a long time resident and first 
president of the Piermont Lions Club. This park 
features a small boardwalk with benches and is 
used by both Village residents and visitors, alike. 
The park is home to the Piermont Rowing Club, a 
community garden, and a weekly farmers market 
is held in the parking lot on Sundays during the 
growing season. 

Immediately to the southeast of Frank Parelli 
Park, Flywheel Park is a more formally designed 
park that includes a riverfront esplanade with 
views of the Tappan Zee. At the southeastern 
corner of the park visitors will find the 1902 
flywheel that was once part of the former 
Piermont Paper Company. According to the 
Piermont Historical Society, when demolition 
began for Piermont Landing, workers struggled 
to remove the flywheel and the wrecking ball 
just bounced off it. The workers were told to 
leave it and today it stands as a monument 
to Piermont’s industrial past and to the hard-
working men and women who were a part of it.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to maintain the parks and its uses. Develop plans to accommodate rising sea levels and 
increase resiliency to flooding and inundation.

3
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site
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PIERMONT PIER
SIZE
78 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Piermont / NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation / Private 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Piermont Pier includes several different 
sites related to accessing the Hudson River. The 
pier itself is accessible via Ferry Road. Other 
small parks along the pier can be accessed 
from Hudson Way, Ash Street, Hudson Terrace, 
and First Street. Most of these sites are directly 
along the Hudson River and many provide direct 
shoreline access.

Piermont
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Piermont Pier provides fishing access, scenic 
views, bird watching, picnic areas, and parking. 
It is also heavily used by walkers and bicyclists. 
The 4,000 foot-long pier was hand-built in the 
mid-1800’s and was the terminus of the Erie 
Railroad.  The Old Erie Path, leading to the pier, 
is approximately three miles of mostly unpaved 
off-road trail for walking and bicycling. It also 
features picnic areas and parking. South of Ferry 
Road/Paradise Avenue are several greenspaces, 
including the Piermont Community Dog Run, 
Piermont Marsh, and Kane Park & Playground. 
The marsh is a protected habitat and wetland 
with scenic views. Parking is available. This area 
also includes the Tappan Zee Marina, a privately 
owned riverfront 
property with a 
restaurant open to 
the public.

“Enjoy the scenic views with a 
great walk on weekends when no 
cars ruin it. Leave no trace.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Explore feasibility of strengthening connections between existing greenspaces to form a more 
cohesive and intuitive experience.

26
respondents already 
use this site, and

9
respondents would like 
to use this site

56%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access
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TALLMAN MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
SIZE
92.8 Acres

OWNERSHIP
State of New York 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Tallman Mountain State Park sits between Route 
9W and the Hudson River’s Piermont Marsh. The 
protected marsh area prevents park visitors from 
accessing the Hudson. The park is accessible at 
multiple trailheads and parking areas, including 
at the southwest corner along Route 9W, at 
the northeast corner at Ferdon Avenue, and 
off Rockland Road, where many facilities are 
located.

Orangetown

Tallman Mountain State Park Bike Path
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park offers a wide range of uses, including 
walking and bicycling paths, picnic areas, sports 
fields, playgrounds, restrooms, areas with scenic 
views, and a pool.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PIERMONT 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Piermont’s Comprehensive Plan mentions 
“Canoeists often manage, with some difficulty, to 
put-in from Tallman Park beside the Army Bridge 
at the fire road entrance.”

“Favorite spot for forest walk and 
forest bath.  Views of the river, 
the salt marsh and the town of 
Piermont.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve canoe/kayak access between Piermont and Tallman Mountain State Park.

6
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

50%
would like to use this site for 
trails, scenic views, and canoe/
kayak access
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PALISADES INTERSTATE PARK - 
PEANUT LEAP CASCADE

SIZE
6.4 Acres

OWNERSHIP
The Palisades Interstate Park Commission 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Long Trail and Shore Trail join at Peanut 
Leap Cascade in New York, with access to the 
bank of the Hudson River. These trails can be 
accessed from parking areas located in New 
Jersey.

Orangetown

Source: NJHiking.com
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Within New York, the park features trails and 
scenic overlooks, including the Shore Trail along 
the Hudson River. In addition, there are several 
scenic overlooks and waterfalls, among them 
Peanut Leap Cascade. The greater Palisades 
Interstate Park is 12 miles long along the 
Hudson River and encompasses more than 
2,500 acres, most of it located in New Jersey. 
Park amenities include trails, picnic areas, 
canoe/kayak access, and fishing.

“Good place to pull up, but steep 
hike up/down precludes its use 
as a regular launch.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Explore opportunities to provide access to these trails from the north.

3
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: NJHiking.com
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY
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HUDSON HIGHLANDS STATE PARK - 
SOUTH

SIZE
1908 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Steep cliffs make the river largely inaccessible 
in this area of Hudson Highlands State Park 
along Routes 9D and 202. However, there is 
an informal access point at the Bear Mountain 
Bridge, where the railroad tunnels under the 
hillside.

Cortlandt
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This area of Hudson Highlands State Park is 
primarily used for hiking and includes popular 
routes such as the Anthony’s Nose and Camp 
Smith trails, both offering scenic overlooks. This 
portion of the park also includes a stretch of 
the Appalachian Trail. East of the Camp Smith 
Trail, Camp Smith is still used for active military 
training exercises.

“There is a fisherman’s access 
to the river on the north side of 
where the Bear Mountain Bridge 
meets route 9D.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Repair and improve parking along Routes 9D and 202 for fishing and hiking access. Improve the 
scenic overlooks along Route 202.

10
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails
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ANNSVILLE PADDLE CENTER AND 
ANNSVILLE PRESERVE PARK

SIZE
9 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Cortlandt/City of Peekskill 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Located on the north side of Annsville Creek, 
in the Town of Cortlandt, the Annsville Paddle 
Center is accessible from Route 202. Annsville 
Preserve Park, on the south side of the creek 
in the City of Peekskill, is accessible by vehicle 
from Old Pemart Avenue, a very narrow roadway 
between the railroad and steep slopes. A trail 
and boardwalk along Jan Peeck Bridge/Route 

Cortlandt/Peekskill

Source: Google
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202 connects the two sites. There is no direct 
access across the railroad tracks to the Hudson 
River from either site..

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Both are Hudson River Greenway-designated 
Water Trail Sites. The Annsville Paddle Center 
offers ample parking, kayak rentals, a boat 
launch, walking trails, and scenic views. The 
Annsville Creek Walkway connects to the bridge 
and then back down along the creek on the 
south side. Annsville Preserve Park has more 
greenspace, a fishing pier/overlook, and parking.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
PEEKSKILL LWRP 2015 UPDATE
“Annsville Creek Trail Completion- The Annsville 
Preserve Park is the start of a relatively calm and 
remote trail network which would benefit from 
expansion and maintenance to extend further 
along Annsville Creek and to connect to the 
Town of Cortlandt across the Route 9/Jan Peek 
Bridge... Secure easements from the properties 
along Corporate Drive to complete the section 
of the Annsville Creek Trail from 9 Corporate 
Drive to Highland Avenue.  Explore right-of-
way to extend Annsville Creek Trail alongside 
Westchester County Sewage Treatment 
Plant...  Restore section of the Annsville Creek 
Trail that extends from Route 9/Jan Peeck 
Bridge northwest to the southern edge of the 
Sewage Treatment Plant. Additionally, restore 
the deteriorated overlook platform along this 
portion of the trail before reaching the Sewage 
Treatment Plant.”

“Not so  easy to access but 
nice and often empty”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve Old Pemart Avenue and fix the traffic signal for one-way traffic flow. Improve bicycle and 
pedestrian connectivity between the park and the other areas of the Peekskill waterfront. Continue 
to progress recommendations from the LWRP. 

17
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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PEEKSKILL RIVERFRONT
SIZE
51 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Peekskill 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The waterfront can be accessed from Hudson 
Avenue, which has an at-grade railroad crossing 
located just north of the Peekskill Metro-North 
station. Other than the pedestrian bridge at the 
train station, this is the only access point across 
the tracks to these parks.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Peekskill riverfront consists of a mix of 

Peekskill

Source: Google
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uses but the two parks are the predominant 
features. Riverfront Green, located steps away 
from Metro-North’s Peekskill station, is the city’s 
premier waterfront park, with excellent views 
of the Hudson Highlands and extensively used 
facilities, including volleyball courts, a beach, 
overlook, pavilion, sculptures, gardens, a large 
gazebo, and both a trailer-accessible boat launch 
and canoe/kayak launch. Immediately to the north 
lies Scenic Hudson Park at Peekskill Landing, 
which is owned by Scenic Hudson and managed 
by the city. Thanks to Scenic Hudson’s protection 
of this former industrial property, it has undergone 
a transformation into a vibrant park featuring 
a shoreline boardwalk, a pedestrian footbridge 
leading to adjacent Riverfront Green Park, docks 
for kayaks and small watercraft, a gazebo and 
trellis, and trails for jogging, biking, walking, 
birdwatching, and other outdoor activities.  The 
Peekskill Bay Greenway connects both parks and 
continues south past the Peekskill Yacht Club to 
the southern end of the waterfront area.

“Would love to be able to bring the 
Fireboat McKean here for a visit. 
Need docking with a 9 ft depth 
and safe public access. Would 
love to do public access and 
programming for visitors.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain access and amenities.

27
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

30%
would like to use this site for 
parking
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CHARLES POINT PARK
SIZE
13.6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City Of Peekskill 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Parking for Charles Point Park can be accessed 
via Louisa Street, which crosses the railroad 
east of the park. The park’s multi-use trail 
also connects to John Walsh Boulevard at its 
southernmost point.

Peekskill
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This narrow, but linear greenspace offers access 
to the Hudson River. The park is situated just 
north of Lents Cove and includes an area known 
to some as Fleischmann Pier Park. Considering 
the size of Charles Point Park, it features 
surprisingly diverse amenities, including fishing 
access, picnic areas, a multi-use path (part of 
the Westchester RiverWalk), and a 400-foot long 
pier that affords panoramic views of the river. 

A construction project anticipated to be 
completed in 2023 will provide exciting new 
park amenities, including a pier that will 
accommodate large tour boats, two smaller 
docks for transient boats, a kayak launch, 
an expanded parking lot, an ADA-compliant 
pathway to the pier, and restroom facilities.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Complete the Westchester RiverWalk south to Lents Cove Park.

7
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site 
for scenic views, fishing, 
swimming, canoe/kayak access, 
and birding
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LENTS COVE PARK
SIZE
9.3 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Buchanan 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Lents Cove Park features direct access to the 
Hudson River. Sitting between Lents Cove to 
the north and Indian Point Energy Center to the 
south, it can be accessed via Broadway.

Buchanan

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Facilities include hiking trails, fishing access, a 
boat and canoe launch, and picnic area. The park 
affords superb river views.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve the parking area and entrance signage. Complete the Westchester RiverWalk to Charles 
Point Park.

7
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails and canoe/kayak access
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CORTLANDT WATERFRONT
SIZE
3.2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Town of Cortlandt 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Situated between Verplank and Montrose, 
the Cortlandt Waterfront Area includes the 
Steam Boat Dock, Veterans Park, and Cortlandt 
Community Boat Launch. They provide 
unobstructed access to the Hudson River and 
can be accessed via Riverview Avenue/Hardie 
Street.

Cortlandt

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Together, the sites feature a boat and canoe 
launch, scenic lookouts, several areas to 
fish, a small beach, picnic sites, and a small 
playground. Veteran’s Park also contains a 
programmable community space well-suited for 
events.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Complete the riverfront trail for the length of the public waterfront to unify the park areas.

12
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails, swimming, and canoe/
kayak access
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MONTROSE POINT STATE FOREST
SIZE
51 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The site can be accessed from a small parking 
area on Kings Ferry Road. A walking trail 
provides direct access to a small portion of the 
Hudson River shoreline.

Cortlandt

Source: Mollie Reznick / Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The 51-acre Montrose Point State Forest is 
managed cooperatively with Westchester County 
Parks, which oversees its maintenance. A 
brick factory was once on the site and the area 
was heavily mined for its clay, leading to the 
rolling nature of its topography. There are 1.25 
miles of trails that loop around the property. A 
trail splitting off the loop crosses a brick arch 
bridge and leads down to a “brick beach” and 
scenic viewing area. Along the way, there are 
exceptional scenic views of the Hudson River. 
Fishing is allowed on the shoreline.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain current access and trails.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: Mollie Reznick / Google
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GEORGE’S ISLAND PARK
SIZE
208 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Westchester County 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
George’s Island Park provides direct, uninhibited 
access to the Hudson River in an area where the 
railroad deviates significantly inland from the 
river’s edge. It is accessed via Dutch Street.

Cortlandt

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This 208-acre waterfront park offers magnificent 
views of the Hudson River, contains tidal 
wetlands, a freshwater pond, and woodland 
trails, as well as a playground. The park offers 
canoe and boat access to the Hudson River as 
well as areas for nature study and picnicking. 
In winter, it is a favored spot for viewing bald 
eagles.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain access to the river, trails, and viewsheds.

17
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: Westchester County
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OSCAWANA ISLAND PARK
SIZE
123 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Westchester County 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Oscawana Island Park can be accessed by 
parking at the designated trailhead on Cortlandt 
Street. Visitors can reach Oscawana Island 
by using designated trails within the park and 
crossing a land bridge that will take them over 
the railroad tracks. There is also a small canoe 
launch adjacent to the trailhead.

Cortlandt
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Visitors can enjoy short trails totaling a mile 
in length and can cross the land bridge to 
access a fishing site along the Hudson River. 
The protected habitat offers scenic views and 
multiple picnic spots, and also is a popular bird 
watching destination. For longer hikes, visitors 
can explore trails at the adjacent McAndrews 
Estate, which uses the same parking trailhead.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the land bridge over the railroad that provides existing shoreline access.

9
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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GRAFF AUDUBON SANCTUARY
SIZE
1.6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Saw Mill River Audubon 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Graff Audubon Sanctuary is separated from 
the Hudson by the railroad tracks, and while 
visitors can get close to the shoreline via the 
sanctuary’s River View trail, there is no access 
to the river. Visitors can access the sanctuary’s 
main entrance via Briggs Lane, and may also be 

Croton-on-Hudson

Source: SawMillRiverAudobon.org
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able to walk in from Furnace Dock Road.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Graff Audubon Sanctuary features walking 
trails, scenic views, and a parking area. The trails 
pass many beautiful trees and several interesting 
rock formations, including glacial erratics.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the site and consider future connections to Oscawana Island Park to the north.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site
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CROTON-ON-HUDSON WATERFRONT
SIZE
131 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Croton 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Croton-On-Hudson waterfront includes 
Croton Landing Park and Senasqua Park, which 
are separated by the Croton Yacht Club. The two 
parks are connected by the Croton Riverwalk, 
a path that spans more than 1.5 miles and 
connects to Croton Point Park. Pedestrians 
and cyclists can access the Croton-On-Harmon 

Croton-on-Hudson

Source: Google
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waterfront area via the Adiv Bridge, which spans 
both the railroad and the Croton Expressway, 
as well as a tunnel that can be accessed from 
Half Moon Bay Drive. Motor vehicle access is 
provided via Elliot Way from Half Moon Bay 
Drive.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Croton Landing Park features a boat and canoe 
launch, picnic areas, fishing access, scenic 
viewpoints, ballfields, restrooms, and parking. 
The shared use path terminates to the north at 
a 9/11 memorial. Amenities at Senasqua Park 
include a programmable greenspace, beach 
volleyball courts, and another canoe and boat 
launch.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain all non-motorized and vehicular railroad crossings.

21
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
parking
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CROTON POINT PARK
SIZE
508 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Westchester County 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Located on a peninsula, Westchester County’s 
sizable Croton Point Park provides several ways 
to access the Hudson River. Bridges over the 
railroad tracks at Croton Point Avenue and Half 
Moon Bay Drive connect  the peninsula to the 
mainland. The Croton Harmon rail station is 
accessed on the east side of the tracks, but is 
separated from the park by a large railyard. In 

Croton-on-Hudson

Source: Google
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addition, the park is connected to the Croton 
Riverwalk from the north, where pedestrians and 
bicyclists can access it.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Park amenities include boat and canoe launches, 
a campground, hiking trails, a swimming beach, 
playgrounds, scenic lookouts, and fishing spots. 
There are two designated Greenway Water Trail 
Sites within the park.

“I go when there is no parking fee 
charged...off season, evenings.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve access over the railroad yard on Croton Point Avenue for non-motorized access and 
enhance appeal for visitors.

16
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

60%
would like to use this site for 
swimming and canoe/kayak 
access
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ECHO CANOE LAUNCH
SIZE
0.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Croton-on-Hudson

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This village-owned and operated site can be 
accessed via Veterans Plaza, past the parking 
area for the Croton-Harmon train station.

Croton-on-Hudson

 Source: Jehuda Ish Shalom
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site offers places to launch canoes and 
kayaks into the Croton and Hudson rivers, as 
well as storage for them (for a fee).

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve wayfinding signage to the site and maintain access to the river at this point.

5
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views, canoe/kayak 
access, and birding

Source: Google



545

Access Sites - Westchester Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

CRAWBUCKIE PARK AND NATURE 
PRESERVE

SIZE
3 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Ossining 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Crawbuckie Park and Nature Preserve is 
separated from the Hudson by the railroad 
tracks. The greenspace can be reached by Beach 
Road. The main entrance is less than a 0.5 
mile from where the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail 
intersects with Beach Road.

Ossining

Source: Google

Old Croton Aqueduct State Trailway
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The preserve features over 20 acres of forest 
with walking trails and scenic views. The main 
trailhead at Beach Road has parking and an 
information kiosk.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OSSINING 
LWRP (2011)
“Clear and improve trails; remark and create 
new trails to improve education aspects of the 
park and locate a small rustic shelter/-bulletin 
board near the park entrance. Increase the total 
acreage of preserved parkland of the Edward M. 
Wheeler Crawbuckie Nature Preserve Area when 
possible.” 

“Needs to be taken care of.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain trails and viewsheds. Implement recommendations from the LWRP and increase the total 
acreage of the preserve when possible.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
picnicking

Source: Ossining.com
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VILLAGE OF OSSINING WATERFRONT
SIZE
9.4 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Ossining 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Henry Gourdine Park and Louis Engel Waterfront 
Park each provide direct access to the Hudson 
River. The waterfront area is mainly accessed 
by a bridge over the tracks at Secor Road. The 
Ossining Metro North station is directly adjacent 
to this bridge.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Separated by the Ossining Boat & Canoe Club, 

Ossining
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the parks provide scenic views, walking paths, 
and dedicated parking. Henry Gourdine Park 
also features a ferry connection to Haverstraw, 
a gazebo, an artistic archway, and a playground. 
It is directly adjacent to complementary 
businesses, like a restaurant and ice cream 
shop. Louis Engel Park contains a boat and 
canoe launch plus a larger playground with 
separate areas for different age groups.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM  OSSINING 
LWRP (2011)
“The Town of Ossining has recently completed 
a stabilization of the shoreline. These include 
a boating/fishing dock, spray deck, increased 
picnicking facilities, further landscaping, 
playground, a pavilion, improvements to 
the guard tower and possibly a restaurant. 
Directional signage to the park will be added. 
Parking for the Waterfront Park will be studied 
along with the other serious parking problems in 
the area.”

“Ossining beach used to be a public 
swimming beach. The water quality 
there is generally good, would be 
a huge asset to the community 
to have a free swimming beach 
restored to the community.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain river access and amenities along the waterfront and implement recommendations in the 
LWRP.

9
respondents already 
use this site, and

5
respondents would like 
to use this site

80%
would like to use this site for 
swimming
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SPARTA PARK
SIZE
0.8 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Ossining 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Railroad tracks separate Sparta Park from the 
Hudson. The park can be accessed via Liberty 
and Hudson Streets.

Ossining
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Sparta Park features scenic views, a small 
playground, and walking trails. It also has a 
relatively large parking area considering the 
small amount of greenspace.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
OSSINING LWRP (2011)
The Sparta Dock area should be used primarily 
for fishing and, as the river becomes cleaner, 
for swimming. The historic properties in the 
area have received local State and Federal 
recognition. Continue to apply for grants or other 
opportunities for a pedestrian crossing of the 
railroad tracks to make Sparta Dock area safely 
accessible.

“Needs some care.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to pursue opportunities for an at-grade crossing to access the park.

respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
picnicking

Source: Google
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SCARBOROUGH PARK
SIZE
0.7 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village Of Briarcliff Manor

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Scarborough Park provides direct access to the 
Hudson River. It can be accessed by crossing 
a bridge over the tracks on Locust Road. The 
Scarborough Metro-North station is directly 
across the tracks, and is a 0.25-mile walk from 
the park.

Briarcliff Manor

Source: Google

Old Croton Aqueduct State Trailway
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park provides good views and a canoe/
kayak launch with over 25 adjacent parking 
spaces. The village recently completed 
improvements that included shoreline 
stabilization, as well as the addition of new 
paths, benches, trees, and landscaping.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain access and new amenities.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site
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ROCKWOOD HALL
SIZE
88 Acres

OWNERSHIP
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Driveways to Rockwood Hall are located on 
Rockwood Road and Kendal Way. There is no 
access to the Hudson River.

Mount Pleasant

Source: Google

Old Croton Aqueduct State Trailway
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The site of William Rockefeller’s Gilded Age 
mansion, the estate once encompassed up to 
1,000 acres.  Today, an 88-acre section of it is 
part of the Rockefeller State Park Preserve and 
features hiking trails with scenic views.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain views of the Hudson River and the trail network.

6
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: Wikipedia - M
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SLEEPY HOLLOW WATERFRONT
SIZE
19 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Westchester County / Village of Sleepy Hollow 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Access is via the western end of Beekman 
Avenue and River Street. Bridges on Palmer and 
Beekman Avenues provide connections over 
the railroad tracks where people can access 
Kingsland Point Park. The Sleepy Hollow 
waterfront, Kingsland Point Park and Horan’s 
Landing are a short walk from Tarrytown Station 
and Philipse Manor Station. Bicycle/pedestrian 
facilities need to be improved.

Sleepy Hollow

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Kingsland Point Park offers walking trails, 
fishing, scenic views, a community mural, and a 
playground. The park includes the Kathryn W. Davis 
RiverWalk Center, a restored 1926 bathhouse that 
served for decades as a popular destination for 
community gatherings. Upon restoration by Scenic 
Hudson, it has provided river-based education 
and recreation on the county’s planned 51-mile 
RiverWalk. Named for philanthropist Kathryn 
W. Davis, the center hosts educational and arts 
programming that reaches over 2,000 children 
annually. 

With recent residential/commercial developments, 
a riverfront path was completed that connects the 
park south along the waterfront to the restored 
Sleepy Hollow Lighthouse and Horan’s Landing. 
Horan’s Landing is a Hudson riverfront park with a 
grassy area and small beach. While no swimming 
is allowed there, it does serve as a kayak and 
paddleboard launch. In the summer, the park plays 
host to music concerts.

“The sandy beach area is closed 
off to the public and there is an 
exclusive beach just up the road that 
only families who pay a lot of money 
can access. The beach is beautiful 
and would be a lovely place to bring 
children.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Restore the historic steel truss bridge for non-motorized access to Kingsland Point Park. Provide 
improved bicycle and pedestrian connections between Metro North Stations at Tarrytown and 
Philipse Manor as recommended in the Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown Multimodal Transportation Study 
(2021).

21
respondents already 
use this site, and

7
respondents would like 
to use this site

67%
would like to use this site for 
swimming
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TARRYTOWN WATERFRONT
SIZE
59 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Tarrytown 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The Tarrytown waterfront can be accessed 
from the “H Bridge,” a vehicular bridge over the 
railroad (Railroad Avenue) or two pedestrian 
bridges at the Tarrytown Metro-North station. 
River access is available at waterfront parks and 
marinas.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Scenic Hudson RiverWalk Park at Tarrytown was 

Tarrytown

“Add a new river 
access point to launch 
kayaks, paddle boards, 
canoes. Provide kayak 
and paddle board rental 
services.”
–Survey Respondent

Source: Google
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developed through a partnership between Scenic 
Hudson, the village, county and developer Natural 
RE/sources to remove an 80-year-old asphalt 
plant and turn this prime waterfront site into a 
public park offering magnificent views stretching 
to the Manhattan skyline. Features include a 
riverside esplanade, grass terraces and lawns, 
and an “eco-corridor” filled with native plants. Just 
south, Pierson Park offers 9-acres of land with a 
playground, basketball court, recreation center, 
and a pool. The park offers river access for fishing 
and has other amenities such as picnic areas and 
a trail that offers scenic views. South of Pierson 
Park, just past the marina, Losee Park offers river 
access for fishing and a small boat launch. Visitors 
have access to the riverfront trail that offers scenic 
views. These waterfront parks are connected by the 
Westchester RiverWalk trail. The most desired amenities  

for this site are:

25
respondents already 
use this site, and

4
respondents would like 
to use this site

86%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access

RECOMMENDATIONS
Complete the Village’s draft Local Waterfront 
Revitalization Program (LWRP) in order to 
create a plan that integrates planning along all 
waterfront parcels. Implement the proposed 
“Westchester RiverWalk Connection,” an 
extension of RiverWalk south of Losee Park 
under the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge to 
Van Wart Avenue, including a stairway up the 
north side of the bridge to Westchester Landing 
and the bridge’s Shared Use Path to Rockland 
County, as well as an ADA compliant path to 
Route 9 south of the bridge. Improve bicycle and 
pedestrian connections between Metro North 
Stations at Tarrytown and Philipse Manor as 
recommended in the Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown 
Multimodal Transportation Study (2021). Explore 
reopening the tunnel under the railroad at north 
end of Tarrytown Station. Address problems 
associated with sinkholes along RiverWalk at 

Scenic Hudson RiverWalk Park at Tarrytown. As 
appropriate, implement recommendations in 
Cornell University’s Department of Landscape 
Architecture’s Climate-Adaptive Design Studio. 
Improve the bicycle pedestrian connection along 
Green Street between Tarrytown Station and Lot 
G-Losee Park parking lot.
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WESTCHESTER RIVERWALK 
CONNECTION

SIZE
0.9 miles proposed

OWNERSHIP
Public/Private (various owners) 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This future shared use path will be accessed 
from existing segments of Westchester 
RiverWalk (Greene Street and Van Wart Avenue), 
as well as from a set of stairs descending from 
Westchester Landing, which serves as  welcome 
center and parking area for the Governor 
Mario M. Cuomo Bridge Shared Use Path. The 
Westchester RiverWalk Connection will also 
provide a universally accessible trail to the Route 

Tarrytown

Source: KaN Landscape Design
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9, where a "side path" (a dedicated bicycle and 
pedestrian facility) is under construction in 2023. 
The project is planned with two bicycle/pedestrian 
bridges over the railroad and may also include a 
"get down" to the shoreline at Holmes Point, the site 
of a former dock south of the bridge.

The southern, existing portion, of Westchester 
RiverWalk runs parallel to the railroad on a bluff 
east of the tracks. Its northern terminus can be 
accessed via Van Wart Avenue and its southern 
terminus along Lyndhurst Museum Lane. There is 
no river access along this portion of the trail.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The Westchester RiverWalk connection is under 
development. There are no existing facilities along 
the existing portion of trail between Van Wart Ave 
and Lyndhurst.

FUTURE PLANNING EFFORTS
The RiverWalk project is actively progressing in 
this area. A Feasibility Study has been completed 
and approximately $10M in funding has been 
secured for project planning, design, permitting and 
environmental review. See the trail description in 
Chapter 5.

“This has long been a favorite place 
for anglers. Shoreline access should 
be created here as part of the 
Westchester RiverWalk Connection.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

15
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

25%
would like to use this site for 
parking, picnicking, fishing, 
birding, and education

Implement the proposed Westchester RiverWalk Connection. Improve maintenance of the paved 
path and fencing. Create shoreline access at Holmes Point, opposite Van Wart Avenue, as part of 
the project. 

Source: KaN Landscape Design
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LYNDHURST ESTATE
SIZE
67.2 Acres

OWNERSHIP
National Trust for Historic Preservation 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
A Daily Grounds Pass is required for vehicle 
entry. (Due to limited quantities, it must be 
purchased in advance.) Walkers may enter 
Lyndhurst for free via the Old Croton Aqueduct 
State Park trail or the Westchester RiverWalk. 
Restrooms are available seven days a week from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There is currently no access 
across the tracks to the Hudson River.

Tarrytown

Source: Clifford Pickett
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A majestic 67-acre estate on the banks of 
the Hudson River, Lyndhurst offers an ADA-
accessible pathway with an adjacent parking 
area leading to the lower landscape, which 
affords majestic views of the river. ADA 
bathrooms are available at the Welcome Center 
and in the Bowling Alley. Bicycling and dogs 
on leashes are welcome on walking paths, and 
picnicking is permitted.

“Would be amazing to access the 
Hudson Riverfront from here!”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Study the restoration and reopening of the historic steel truss “yacht bridge” that spans the railroad 
tracks and once connected the mansion to a dock on the Hudson River. Study installing a new dock 
to complement the bridge and provide water access.

10
respondents already 
use this site, and

9
respondents would like 
to use this site

82%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views
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WASHINGTON IRVING’S SUNNYSIDE
SIZE
10 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Historic Hudson Valley 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Washington Irving’s Sunnyside is located on 
W. Sunnyside Lane between Route 9 and the 
railroad/Hudson River. There is no railroad 
crossing at this location and, therefore, no direct 
access to the Hudson River.

Tarrytown

Source: Historic Hudson Valley
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
In 1835, Washington Irving (author of such 
classics as “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and 
“Rip Van Winkle”) bought a two-room Dutch 
stone house on the banks of the Hudson. 
He expanded and extensively remodeled the 
building, adding Tudor-style clustered chimneys, 
Dutch stepped gables, Gothic windows, and a 
Spanish tower. Irving also made the grounds 
more picturesque, planting trees in carefully 
chosen locations and creating hills, a pond, and 
a meandering stream with a waterfall. Today, 
both the house and grounds have been restored 
to look much as they did in the 1850s. Many of 
the original furnishings remain, while the wisteria 
vine Irving planted by the front door continues 
to bloom each spring. Winding trails throughout 
the estate afford superb vistas of the river and 
the landscape, and visitors can walk between 
Sunnyside and Lyndhurst via the Old Croton 
Aqueduct Trail.

“At one time could fish here.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain and expand upon the trail connections to the Lyndhurst estate to the north.

1
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
fishing
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MATTHIESSEN PARK
SIZE
5.6 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Irvington 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park can be accessed by going south on 
Main Street and making a right onto North 
Astor Street. Once at the end of North Astor 
Street, make a left turn onto Bridge Street, which 
crosses the railroad tracks. The river can be 
accessed for fishing and launching canoe and 
kayaks.

Irvington

Source: Google
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The six-acre park is situated directly on the 
Hudson River, which allows users water access 
for fishing and paddling. It also features a large 
playground, picnic tables, barbecue pits, a spray 
pool, and trails offering scenic views.

“We used to have lunch here, it 
was secluded, cozy, we called it 
the beach. It has various wildlife 
members who would come by, 
especially birds. It changed, but 
it was a great spot for over 30 
years and many people have 
special memories there.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain as parkland for public access.

20
respondents already 
use this site, and

6
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access
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SCENIC HUDSON PARK AT IRVINGTON
SIZE
12 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Irvington 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
This park can be accessed from River Road, 
which crosses the railroad over a bridge.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Scenic Hudson initially acquired this 
contaminated industrial site to prevent its 
development and help local residents realize 
their dream of a public riverfront. The nearly 
one-mile of walking paths afford superb views 

Irvington

Source: Scenic Hudson
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stretching from the Manhattan skyline to the 
Tappan Zee. There are approximately 4.5 
acres of open lawns for passive recreation 
and picnicking. Additional features include 
ballfields and a senior center. The site includes 
a Greenway designated Water Trail Site and boat 
launch for non-motorized, car-topped crafts.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
IRVINGTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(2018 UPDATE)
“Explore opportunities to improve pedestrian 
access to the waterfront, such as by designating 
a pedestrian pathway along the road to the 
Scenic Hudson Park, by creating a streetscape 
along West Main Street, and by constructing a 
second pedestrian overpass to the west side of 
the railroad tracks, south of the Main Street area, 
as listed on the Governor’s Task Force on Access 
to the Estuary. A second vehicular access point, 
to accommodate emergency vehicles and 
improve access to waterfront areas, should 
also be considered. Prioritize pedestrian access 
to Scenic Hudson Park and Bridge Street with 
pedestrian bridge over the railroad tracks.”

“Would be great to use the boat 
launch but it has been locked for 
years.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Improve the non-motorized boat launch and signage for its location within the park. Pursue the 
recommendations for increased connectivity to the park from the comprehensive plan.

32
respondents already 
use this site, and

10
respondents would like 
to use this site

46%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak access and boat 
access
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WATERFRONT PARK (DOBBS FERRY)
SIZE
10 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Dobbs Ferry 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Waterfront Park is accessible from High Street, 
which has a bridge over the adjacent railroad 
tracks. The park is also accessible from the 
pedestrian bridge over the railroad at the Dobbs 
Ferry train station. There is direct access to the 
Hudson River.

Dobbs Ferry
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This 10-acre public park hosts a variety of 
community events and concerts. It is a haven 
for relaxation, picnics, and contemplation, as 
well as an inspiring environment for exercise, 
dog walking, and active play. Its facilities include 
a playground, walking paths, soccer field, 
covered stage, fishing pier, restrooms, exercise 
equipment, boat dock, and picnic areas – made 
possible by a major renovation completed in 
2015. A riverfront trail extending the length 
of the park connects the various recreation 
areas. Ample parking is shared between the 
park and train station. The Friends of the Dobbs 
Ferry Waterfront Park Inc. is a private nonprofit 
organization that helps support the park over 
and above what the Village can provide, and 
works closely with the village. Current projects 
include the installation and care of shade trees, 
native flower beds (Friends Meadow), and other 
special plantings that beautify the park.

“I enjoy this park frequently to 
enjoy the Hudson River.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain the park and riverfront access. Continue native plantings.

20
respondents already 
use this site, and

8
respondents would like 
to use this site

75%
would like to use this site for 
swimming
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MACEACHRON WATERFRONT PARK/
KINNALLY COVE PARK

SIZE
4.3 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Village of Hastings-On-Hudson 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
These parks are located at the north end of River 
Street on the Village of Hastings-on-Hudson 
waterfront. They provide direct access to the 
Hudson River after crossing the railroad using 
the W. Main Street vehicular bridge. The bridge 
contains sidewalks, but they do not continue 
along River Street.

Hastings-On-Hudson
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The 1.3-acre MacEachron Waterfront Park has 
a playground and open green space, with ample 
seating along the water’s edge. The 3.0-acre 
Kinnally Cove Park, located just to the south, 
features a wooden boardwalk along the beach, 
picnic tables, and canoe/kayak launch that is a 
designated Hudson River Greenway Water Trail 
site.

“Was here today for a vine cutting.  
There’s a lovely beach at this 
cove. Yes, one can swim off 
McEacheron Park but its best 
to enter the water on the beach 
which is a very short walk from 
the Metro North train station.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Continue to maintain the shoreline to prevent erosion. Complete the pedestrian connection 
between the parks and the bridge over the railroad.

38
respondents already 
use this site, and

17
respondents would like 
to use this site

50%
would like to use this site for 
birding
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HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON WATERFRONT
SIZE
42 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Three parcels under separate ownership 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Located just south of the Hastings Tennis 
Club and across the tracks from Hastings-on-
Hudson Metro North Station, this 42-acre former 
industrial site stretches for nearly 0.7 mile 
between the railroad and the river, and includes 
almost a mile of shoreline, but currently offers 
no public shoreline access. 

Two bridges span the tracks at this location. The 
vehicular “H” Bridge conveys W. Main Street over 

Hastings-On-Hudson

Source: Google
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the railroad to River Street and provides access 
to the north to the Tennis Club of Hastings, two 
waterfront parks (Kinally Cove and MacEachron 
Park) and a restaurant, Harvest on Hudson. 
Another bridge near the southern end of the site 
identified on Google Maps as Pedestrian Bridge at 
Railroad Avenue, is blocked with a Jersey barrier.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The vacant site, undergoing brownfield 
investigation and remediation and planning 
processes, including the Village’s LWRP and 
Comprehensive Plan updates, serves as a blank 
canvas representing the Village of Hastings-
on-Hudson’s best opportunity for riverfront 
revitalization and shoreline public access.

“Push forward remediation 
efforts!”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

32
respondents already 
use this site, and

55
respondents would like 
to use this site

71%
would like to use this site for 
scenic views

RECOMMENDATIONS
Continue Village planning processes for the 
site and rezone the site from its past industrial 
use to a Climate-forward 21st Century future. 
Consistent with strategies, tools, and techniques 
in Revitalizing Hudson Riverfronts, future uses 
on the northern portion of the site should 
include appropriately-scaled water-dependent 
and -enhanced mixed use that capitalizes on 
its direct proximity to Hastings-on-Hudson’s 
Metro North Station. The site’s entire shoreline 
should be public and geared to water-related 
recreational. Bulkheads, riprap and hardened 
shoreline should be limited only to places where 
absolutely necessary. Work with the Hudson 
River Estuary Program to implement Sustainable 
Shoreline treatment on the central and southern 
portions of the site. Elevate appropriate portions 
of the site above the 500-year floodplain and, 
as appropriate, accommodate ongoing sea 
level rise and storm surge/flooding events by 
accommodating rising waters with habitat 
restoration, such as the creation of embayments 

and salt water marshland. Finally, the Village and 
property owners should collaborate on ways to 
provide access to the site over the southernmost 
railroad bridge.
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YONKERS RIVERFRONT PROMENADE
SIZE
1.8 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Yonkers 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The promenade can be accessed using the 
pedestrian bridge over the Greystone train 
station.

Yonkers
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
This area offers a 500-foot-long, roughly five-
foot-wide concrete walkway along the Hudson 
River. There are two overlook seating areas to 
the north and south of the train station as well as 
a fishing access site. .

“This is the Greystone Metro North 
stop, so its super convenient.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Add additional seating and picnic tables to promote use of this site for scenic views, picnicking, 
and fishing. Consider widening the existing walkway.

3
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
swimming
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OTIS PARK
SIZE
5.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Yonkers 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Otis Park can be accessed from Warburton 
Avenue. There is no access across the railroad 
or to the Hudson River.

Yonkers

Otis Park

Source: Google

Old Croton Aqueduct State Trailway
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EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The 2.2-acre park can be accessed using on-
street parking on Warburton Avenue. It offers 
a fenced area with seating, picnic tables, 
green space, and playground equipment. Wide 
sidewalks on the west side of Warburton Avenue 
connect the park to two additional scenic 
overlook areas located to its north.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM YONKERS 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2010)
“Formalize the connection between the 
Glenwood Train Station and the marina to 
increase pedestrian traffic and improve access 
to the marina.  Protect natural resources and 
capitalize on views along the northern waterfront 
area. Develop a streetscape and landscape plan 
to make Warburton Avenue between Hudson 
Fulton and Otis Parks a scenic promenade. 
Designate the City-owned wooded areas 
between these parks as recreational open space 
to protect their natural features, views and vistas 
along the Hudson River. Explore opportunities to 
provide access to the water’s edge.”

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Maintain scenic views from the park and continue to implement recommendations from the 
Comprehensive Pan.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

2
respondents would like 
to use this site
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Access Sites - Westchester Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

JFK MARINA AND PARK
SIZE
17.8 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Yonkers 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The park is accessible via a vehicular bridge, 
with a sidewalk over the railroad on John F 
Kennedy Memorial Drive. The park offers direct 
access to the Hudson River with approximately 
2000 feet of shoreline.

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
The park offers ample parking, green space 
along the river’s edge, three fishing/viewing 

Yonkers

JFK Marina 
and Park

Source: Google
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

overlook areas, a large pavilion, and restrooms. 
There is a formal boat launch, canoe/kayak launch, 
and kayak rentals available at the north end of the 
site.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM YONKERS 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2010)
“Enhance the JFK Marina with new uses, amenities 
and connections. • Promote the use of smaller 
boats. Promote canoeing and sea kayaking and 
other non-motorized uses. • Promote the site with 
boating demonstrations, competitions and fishing 
derbies. • Encourage increased activities such as jet 
skiing and other waterborne activities. • Publicize 
the availability of the boat launch and improve the 
park’s attractiveness by the provision of rest rooms. 
Encourage small concessions for food, fishing 
tackle and boat rental. • Formalize the connection 
between the Glenwood Train Station and the marina 
to increase pedestrian traffic and improve access to 
the marina.”

“This is the only substantial park 
on the Hudson in Yonkers. It is an 
important place for thousands of 
residents of the city, the majority of 
whom don’t have backyards of their 
own. It must be protected from 
privatization and development and 
should be vast.”
–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Assess parking needs and consider reallocating some of the parking area for additional 
greenspace. Create a waterfront trail extending the length of the park. Consider relocating the 
boat launch from the north end of the park to reduce issues with winds and currents. Implement 
recommendations in the Comprehensive Plan. 

3
respondents already 
use this site, and

0
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
trails, picnic, scnenic views, 
fishing, canoe/kayak launch, 
birding, and education



581

Access Sites - Westchester Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HUDSON PIERS - EXTELL DEVELOPMENT
SIZE
1.8 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Extell Hudson Waterfront LLC 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
The proposed site is located on 20 acres along 
the downtown Yonkers waterfront and close to 
the Metro-North train station.

Yonkers

Source: Google
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
A proposed mixed-use development at a 
previously industrial site along the riverfront, 
Hudson Piers is projected to house its first 
residents in 2024. The project proposes almost 
1,400 studio-to three-bedroom luxury apartments 
with views of the Hudson River and Palisades. 
It also proposes recreational spaces, parks, and 
a 1.5-mile promenade with an array of riverfront 
activities. The site will also include prime retail 
opportunities.

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Assure public access and use of the promenade.

0
respondents already 
use this site, and

1
respondents would like 
to use this site

Source: Extell Development
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Access Sites - Westchester Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

HABIRSHAW PARK ON THE HUDSON
SIZE
3.4 Acres

OWNERSHIP
Westchester County

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
Habirshaw Park provides visitors with direct 
access to the Hudson and can be accessed via 
Alexander Street.

Yonkers

Source: Google
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
At Habirshaw Park, visitors can enjoy fishing, 
scenic views, and a short walking path with 
a nearby parking area. The site also features 
a unique tidal marsh and small beach area. 
Habirshaw Park provides a rare environment 
in close proximity to downtown Yonkers. 
The restored marsh is utilized as an outdoor 
classroom for local youth through the adjacent 
Sarah Lawerence College Center for the 
Urban River at Beczak. Scenic Hudson has a 
conservation easement ensuring its use as 
public parkland/interpretive space.

“I use this marina and kayak 
launch all summer. It’s 
wonderful.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Support the Beczak Environmental Education Center’s use and programming of the site. Explore 
ways to more directly connect Habirshaw Park with the rest of the Yonkers waterfront.

12
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
canoe/kayak launch
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Access Sites - Westchester Co

CROSSING TYPERIVER ACCESS

REGIONAL TRAIL LINKS

EXISTING AMENITIES

YONKERS WATERFRONT
SIZE
5.5 Acres

OWNERSHIP
City of Yonkers / Yonkers IDA 

ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS
In downtown Yonkers, residents and visitors 
can connect with a lengthy stretch of the river, 
including at Esplanade Park and the 9/11 Blue 
Star Memorial on the Hudson. The esplanade 
can be easily accessed via the local street 
network, including Main, Dock, and Wells Street 
and Pier Pointe Streets, which runs parallel to the 
shoreline.

Yonkers
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HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN

PUBLIC INPUT

RECOMMENDATIONS

EXISTING USE & FACILITIES
Recent redevelopment of former industrial 
sites has improved river access in Yonkers. The 
waterfront features a prominent esplanade along 
the river’s edge with picnic areas, playgrounds, 
and areas to fish, as well as Van der Donck 
Park, which was established along the lower 
reaches of the recently ‘daylit’ Saw Mill River. 
The "daylighting" project has transformed the 
Saw Mill River into an amenity. The area is also 
activated by the adjacent development, which 
leans into its riverfront identity.

“We would love the option of 
bringing the historic NYC fireboat 
John D McKean here for visits 
and participation in city events.”

–Survey Respondent

The most desired amenities  
for this site are:

Explore the feasibility of a pedestrian and bicycle connection between the Apex Hudson Riverfront 
development and the American Sugar Refinery to Buena Vista Avenue. Expand public use of the 
Yonkers Recreation Pier.

10
respondents already 
use this site, and

3
respondents would like 
to use this site

100%
would like to use this site for 
boat launch

Source: Jeffrey Anzevino / Courtesy of ScenicHudosn.org
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February 10, 2020 

 

Jeffrey Anzevino 

Scenic Hudson 

One Civic Center Plaza, Suite 200 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601-3157 

 

Dear Jeff, 

 

As Mayor of the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson, I strongly support your efforts to preserve and increase 

safe public access to the Hudson River in Rensselaer, Columbia, and Dutchess Counties. Amtrak’s 

proposal to install fencing along the east bank of the Hudson River threatens public access from 

Stuyvesant to Poughkeepsie. Here in the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson in Rensselaer County, we are an 

“on-Hudson” village, yet we have no public access to the river at all.  

 

We have been promised access to the Village’s Riverfront Park over the last 25 years, but fences and 

locked gates mean we have no access! We have an approved LWRP, and Riverfront Park was designated 

one of the three top priorities in the County for public access by the Rensselaer Land Trust’s Hudson 

River Access Study (2018). Yet we still gaze at our eponym through locked gates with no trespassing 

signs. 

We have come a long way since Pete Seeger's My Dirty Stream. It's 2020; the river is clean, the river is 

desirable and access is our right! We are too close to Albany and the Capital District to stay hidden much 

longer. Riverfront recreation with free access is a powerful economic driver. Investment is coming to 

both Castleton-on-Hudson as well the Town of Schodack with an expectation of access to the natural 

beauty and recreational opportunities provided by the river. it's our soul and our lifeline.  

We have been awarded a NYSDEC Hudson River Estuary Access grant to pursue access. Combined with 

Scenic Hudson’s outstanding leadership and advocacy, I hope this is the start of greater opportunities 

for all communities on the east bank of the Hudson. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Robert G. Schmidt 

Mayor 

Village of Castleton-on-Hudson 



Columbia Caunt|>

Poarb of ̂ uperbtsiorsi
401 State Street

Matt B. Murell Hudson, New York 12534
Chairman

Telephone: 518-828-1527 Kellys.Baccaro
RonaldL.Knott t-. nno Clerk

Fax: 518-822-0684Deputy Chairman
www.CoIumb iaCountvNY. com

James J. Guzzi

Deputy Chairman

February 14,2020

By email: janzevino@scenichudsQn.Qrg

Jeffrey Anzevino

Scenic Hudson, Inc.

1 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 200

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Dear Mr. Anzevino:

We are writing to support Scenic Hudson's initiative to engage Columbia County stakeholders and

others to better understand challenges and opportunities associated with protecting—and ultimately

expanding—public river access.

The Hudson River is the reason why places like Stu)wesant Landing, Stockport Landing, Hudson,

Germantown, and Cheviot developed in the first place. River access was key to Columbia County's early

economic success. As time went, however, changes in transportation technology diminished the need for river

access. At the same time river became tainted by sewage and industrial waste. Communities, literally, turned

their backs on the Hudson River.

But, over the past decades and through the collaborative efforts of many public and private partners the

Hudson River is cleaner now and serves once again as a source of community pride. Communities in Columbia

County and beyond rely on the Hudson River as an integral part of their 21®' century economy.

However, as you know, the railroad line along the Hudson's shoreline has been and remains a major

impediment to river access. Throughout the 20''" Century, one-by-one many historic, generational grade

crossings have been closed. Historic steel truss bridges such as the one at Ferry Street in Hudson have gone

unmaintained and fallen into disrepair. Some have been dismantled and we're in danger of losing others. A few

years ago in Stuyvesant, we almost lost a grade crossing at Nutten Hook were it not for public outcry from local

residents. And in 2018 Amtrak unveiled a plan to

"like" us on

I facebook



install gates and impasse fencing in eight locations in five communities, including several locations n

Stuyvesant, Stockport and Germantown. While the plan was withdrawn due to public pressure, we know that

Amtrak will be back with a new application—and the new plan will probably not differ much from the old plan.

Our constituents at the January 4'^ Hudson River Shoreline Access Plan stakeholder meeting in

Germantown spoke with a clear and unified voice. There is broad consensus that while the railroad is an

important part of New York State's transportation infrastructures, a collaborative approach is required to

reducing risk along the rail corridor that does not reduce already limited river access along the shore. This has

been a burning issue in Columbia County for two years now and interest is steadily growing.

Again, thank you for engaging us in your effort to convene municipalities in three counties overcome

river access challenges posed by the rail line along our shoreline. We believe that a reasonable solution can be

identified that reduces risk while at the same time increases much-needed river access. We look forward to

reviewing the plan when it becomes final in March.

Sincerely,

latt Ef. Murell

Chairman, Board of Supervisors

Supervisor, Stockport

Deputy Chairman, Board of Supervisors

Supervisor, Stuyvesant

CBeaun

Supervisor, Germantown

'like'us on

facebook





 

Residents' Input Sought about  
Hudson River Shoreline Access Plan 

Dear Fellow Residents: 

I am deeply concerned by Amtrak’s proposed gates and fences along the Hudson River shoreline. The Hudson River, 
with its beautiful waterfronts, irreplaceable ecosystems, and rich history, is a national state and local treasure, and is 
part of what defines Dutchess County as a great place to live, work and visit. Since the passage of the Clean Water 
Act and the advent of the environmental movement born in the valley, the Hudson River has made a tremendous 
comeback and riverfront communities that once turned their backs on this polluted waterway, now look to the renewed 
river with waterfront plans and increased access opportunities driving private and public investments. 

The towns of Red Hook and Rhinebeck, and Village of Tivoli have adopted Local Waterfront Revitalization Plans. As 
you know, Hudson River access and our shared viewshed is critical to each of these communities. The integration of 
the Hudson River into the modern development of each municipality is built upon the river’s significant historic, cultural, 
and environmental past. This renewed realization led to the adoption of local land use policies, development patterns, 
economic development and tourism promotion efforts, the National Landmark District (requiring certain project reviews 
and policy consideration), Hudson River Valley Greenway, this County’s Greenway Compact, and adoption of the 
Heritage River designation. All this should make clear this region’s commitment to the river as a shared and essential 
asset. Access to the Hudson River is not only important; it is fragile. 

We first raised this issue in March 2018 as Amtrak announced its intention to install fencing and barricades along its 
right of way in the towns of Rhinebeck and Red Hook. While that initial proposal has been withdrawn thanks to the 
outpouring of concerns from residents and elected officials, it is likely that the issue will be raised again. While we 
understand the safety intent and purpose of the proposed project, the ability to engage in discussions with Amtrak to 
identify areas of concern and where appropriate access restrictions and methods would be prudent was not available. 

To provide a course of action that can be supported by river lovers and key stakeholders in Dutchess, Columbia and 
Rensselaer counties, Scenic Hudson has engaged consultants to draft a Hudson River Shoreline Access Plan. In 
addition to completing an updated documentation of places (formal and informal) where people currently enjoy water-
related recreation, the plan will identify gaps in public access, recommend places for safe new shoreline access, and 
suggest ways to improve safety at these locations. 

We share Scenic Hudson’s concerns and encourage you to help by providing your input about where and how you use 
the river and, more importantly, where and how you’d like to use the river in the future. Please visit 
hudsonriveraccess.org and share your concerns and ideas. 

Sincerely, 

 

Marcus J. Molinaro 

Dutchess County Executive 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMjIuMTU5MDIwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2h1ZHNvbnJpdmVyYWNjZXNzLm9yZy8ifQ.hkHHtOMK6Wu8hmmypk1eE3pTpTG_i2v05nualkEZloI/br/74201348234-l




















 

 

 

10 February 2020 

 

Jeffrey Anzevino 

Scenic Hudson 

One Civic Center Plaza, Suite 200 

Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 

 

Dear Mr. Anzevino: 

 

The hamlets and great estates along the east bank of the Hudson River all enjoy a 

long history of access to the river that in many cases predates the coming of the 

railroad.  This makes sense, since the transport of people and goods between New 

York City and Albany was quickest and most efficient by river even when roads 

connected the two cities, and remained so until the advent of rail travel.  These river 

access points, both public and private, were retained once the railroad right-of-way 

was established, and form a critical historical, cultural, and practical physical link 

between the people resident on the east bank and their river.  While the importance 

of river transport for people and goods has diminished, cargo still moves up and 

down the river on a daily basis, and passenger traffic has been replaced by 

recreational use – sailing, rowing, canoeing and kayaking, power boating, fishing, 

swimming, riverbank hiking, picnicking, and simply enjoying the iconic views, 

largely and intentionally preserved by generations of people who have cared.  From 

a preservation perspective, the railway crossings – whether vehicular or pedestrian – 

are recorded as contributing features to the historic estates and hamlets that feature 

them.  From Staatsburg to Clermont, within the bounds of the Hudson River 

National Historic Landmark District, these access points across the railway to the 

river are an essential component, bearing witness to the very reason the estates and 

communities were established here. 

 

Specific bridges that exist within the Landmark District, and which are therefore 

considered contributing features protected by state and federal law, include 

vehicular bridges at The Point (Hoyt House), Staatsburgh (Mills Mansion), The 

Locusts (2 bridges), and the former Huntington estate (2 bridges), all in Staatsburg, 

the Rhinecliff ferry dock and the van Meeteren estate in Rhinebeck, Rokeby and 

Barrytown (Dock Road) in Red Hook, and Midwood in Clermont, along with 

pedestrian bridges at Rhinecliff and Poet’s Walk Park.  Continued and enhanced 

physical access to the Hudson River is and must remain a paramount public policy 

for our communities, the state, and the nation, regardless of whether the individual 

bridges are in active use today, are currently in usable condition, or are privately 

owned.  Cutting off these connections to the river does more than inconvenience 

citizens and commerce; it would serve to diminish the quality of life and historical 

record of the Hudson River valley, and result in a negative environmental impact 

for those living in and visiting the affected communities. 

 

Sincerely 

 
Warren Temple Smith, R.A. 
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February 10, 2020 

Mr. J. Jeffrey Anzevino 

Land Use Advocacy Director 

Scenic Hudson, Inc. 

One Civic Center Plaza Suite 200 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

janzevino@scenic Hudson.org 

Dear Jeff: 

I am writing as Chair of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Hyde Park Foundation 

because I have learned that the bridge over the CSX railroad tracks, which 

affords access to the Hudson from the land bequeathed to Scenic Hudson by 

Gerald Morgan, is threatened with elimination.  

The Foundation is working to raise funds to facilitate the eventual transfer of the 

Morgan parcel to the National Park Service. A major reason why such an 

addition to the Roosevelt Historic Sites is desirable is that the bridge assures that 

the public can safely enjoy the recently established network of hiking trails on 

the adjacent riverfront parcel. Further, while there are some maintenance-related 

problems with the bridge’s decking, they can easily be repaired; otherwise, the 

bridge appears to be structurally sound. 

There is good reason to believe that the bridge, as part of the Morgan tract 

(which includes the ancient lane and the mid-19th  century tenant house, will be 

eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places;  under both 

State and Federal law, the State Historic Preservation Office must approve the 

dismantling of the bridge. Given that improved public access to the Hudson 

River is a policy goal of both the State and Federal governments, dismantling 

this venerable link to the riverfront now would be so shortsighted as to be almost 

wanton. It is the position of the Foundation that this must not happen. 

Please let me know if we can do anything further to support the effort to preserve 

this bridge; it is an important public asset. 

With thanks and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin M. Burke, Ph.D. 

kevin.matthew.burke@gmail.com 

(917) 584-0856

http://www.fdrhydepark.org/
mailto:kevin.matthew.burke@gmail.com
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Columbia County Board of Supervisors * Village of Castleton-on-Hudson * Town of Germantown 

City of Hudson * Town of Hyde Park * Town of Rhinebeck  

Town of Stockport * Town of Stuyvesant * Village of Tivoli 

March 19, 2021 

Dear Deputy Secretary Santiago-Martinez:  

As a result of the ongoing and incremental loss of river access due to railroad practice and policies, the 

Columbia County Board of Supervisors and municipalities of Castleton-on-Hudson, Germantown, 

Hudson, Hyde Park, Rhinebeck, Stockport, Stuyvesant, and Tivoli have each passed resolutions outlining 

our concerns and authorizing letters requesting your assistance. These resolutions are attached.  

We the undersigned are writing with one voice to ask the New York State Department of State (DOS) to 

assist the municipalities between Poughkeepsie and Rensselaer to help us coordinate our public access 

goals, improving river access while at the same time reducing the risk of danger along the Empire 

Corridor’s Hudson Line. We believe that a regional shoreline access plan that identifies places where 

people use the river, places where new access is needed, and projects that would facilitate that access is 

the best way to help us achieve our collective river access goals.  

Background 

When Amtrak in January 2018 proposed gates and impasse fencing at eight locations in five 

municipalities between Rhinecliff and Stuyvesant, we viewed this as another step in the longstanding, 

decades-long. incremental loss of river access. We also witnessed in reaction to Amtrak’s proposal an 

outpouring of public interest in engaging in a more collaborative approach to balancing the need for 

public shoreline access and reducing risk along the rail corridor. During public meetings held by Scenic 

Hudson between December 2018 and January 2020, it became apparent that river access needs are 

extensive—some communities have little formal access in parks; many people use the shoreline in 

informal places for water-related recreation; in some places access has been closed; in at least one place 

a costly and obtrusive pedestrian overpass will be required; and several unmaintained historic truss 

bridges have been closed. Many of these bridges are in State parks, and if restored and reopened new 

river access could be provided.  

Fortunately, the DOS has established a set of statewide coastal management policies, including policies 

that protect the public’s right to river access along the State's coastline. We appreciate that the DOS 

required Amtrak to apply for a Coastal Consistency Determination for the plan for gates and fencing. 

Likewise, we applaud the NYS Departments of State and Transportation for asking Amtrak to withdraw 

its application and in collaboration with municipal officials, develop a five-year plan that looks beyond 

the railroad’s needs at the original eight locations.  

Some municipalities have Local Waterfront Revitalization Programs (LWRPs). Others have programs in 

progress. Others have no program. Likewise, River access varies from municipality to municipality. But 

the limiting factor to river access is the railroad’s siting along the shoreline. Much of the rail line is on 

formerly submerged State lands, conveyed by New York State to the railroad in the mid-19th Century.  
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Our residents have for decades enjoyed access to New York’s coastal waters for water-related 

recreation. While some shoreline access occurs at limited parkland, many people access the foreshore 

across the rail line or by walking or driving along the access road along the shoreline. While our river 

access varies from municipality to municipality, we share in common the need to protect and increase 

river access. That is why we write you today.  

Our ask  

Now, with Amtrak working on a 5 Year Fencing Program on the Hudson Line Section of the Empire 

Corridor, we ask your assistance to help us create a plan that coordinates our river access goals and 

identifies a path forward to achieving these goals. We believe such a plan is needed to strike an 

appropriate balance of protecting existing river access, creating new access, and reducing risk along the 

corridor.  

Conclusion  

Therefore, the Columbia County Board of Supervisors and municipalities of Castleton-on-Hudson, 

Germantown, Hudson, Hyde Park, Rhinebeck, Stockport, Stuyvesant, and Tivoli request that the NYSDOS 

work with us to create a regional shoreline access plan that coordinates our public access goals, 

identifies places for new public access, and ensures that existing shoreline access is protected in the 

future. We believe that by working together we can find common sense ways to provide river access for 

water-related recreation while at the same time reducing risk along the rail line. Please let us know how 

we can make this happen.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Matt Murell, Chairman   Mayor Joe Keegan      Supervisor Robert Beaury 
Columbia County    Village of Castleton-on-Hudson     Town of Germantown 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Kamal Johnson   Supervisor Aileen Rohr      Supervisor Elizbeth Spinzia  
City of Hudson    Town of Hyde Park      Town of Rhinebeck 
 
 
  
      
  
 
Supervisor Matt Murell   Supervisor Ron Knott       Mayor Joel Griffith 
Town of Stockport   Town of Stuyvesant       Village of Tivoli 



 

Didi Barrett 
Assemblymember 106th District 

Columbia County 
Dutchess County 

THE ASSEMBLY 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY 

CHAIR 
Veterans’ Affairs 

Legislative Women’s Caucus 
 

COMMITTEES 
Agriculture 

Environmental Conservation 
Mental Health 

Tourism, Parks, Arts and 
Sports Development 

 
March 22, 2021 
 
Kisha Santiago Martinez, Deputy Secretary of State 
New York State Department of State 
Office of Planning, Development and Community Infrastructure 
One Commerce Plaza 
99 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12231 
  
  
Dear Deputy Secretary Santiago Martinez: 
  
       I write today in support of the Columbia County Board of Supervisors, and several of the  
municipalities I represent, including Germantown, Hudson, and Hyde Park, which have each 
passed resolutions outlining their concerns and authorizing letters requesting your assistance 
with the ongoing and incremental loss of river access due to railroad practice and policies.  
 
       Specifically, they are requesting that the New York State Department of State (DOS)  
assist the municipalities between Poughkeepsie and Rensselaer to help coordinate their  
public access goals and improve river access while at the same time reducing the risk of  
danger along the Empire Corridor’s Hudson Line.  A regional shoreline access plan that  
identifies places where people use the river, places where new access is needed, and projects 
that would facilitate that access with the safety of our residents and visitors in mind is the 
best way to help achieve their collective river access goals.  
 
       Since January 2018, when Amtrak proposed gates and impasse fencing at eight locations 
in five municipalities between Rhinecliff and Stuyvesant, we have seen an outpouring from 
the public to engage in a more collaborative approach to balance the need for public shoreline 
access while reducing risk along the rail corridor.  Public meetings held by Scenic Hudson  
between December 2018 and January 2020 fortified the fact that river access needs are  
extensive and varied.  
 
       While some of these municipalities have established Local Waterfront Revitalization  
Programs (LWRPs), some are in the midst of establishing programs and there are others that 
have no program. Likewise, river access varies from municipality to municipality. The  
greatest limiting factor to river access is the railroad’s placement along the shoreline.  
Residents and tourists have enjoyed access to New York’s coastal waters for water recreation 
for centuries. While there is limited parkland access to the Hudson River shoreline, many 
people access the foreshore by crossing the rail line, or by walking or driving along the access 
road.  
 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 12 Raymond Avenue, Suite 105, Poughkeepsie, New York 12603 • 845-454-1703, FAX: 845-454-2408 
420 Warren Street, Hudson, New York 12534 • 518-828-1961, FAX: 518-828-5329 

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 841, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248 • 518-455-5177, FAX: 518-455-5418 
EMAIL: BarrettD@nyassembly.gov 

 



 
       Fortunately, the DOS established a set of statewide coastal management policies,  
including policies that protect the public’s right to river access along the State's coastline. We 
appreciate that the DOS required Amtrak to apply for a Coastal Consistency Determination 
for the plan for gates and fencing. Likewise, we applaud the NYS Departments of State and of 
Transportation for asking Amtrak to withdraw its application and in collaboration with  
municipal officials, develop a five-year plan that looks beyond the railroad’s needs at the 
original eight locations. 
 
       Now, with Amtrak working on a Five Year Fencing Program on the Hudson Line Section 
of the Empire Corridor, these affected municipalities need your assistance to create a regional 
shoreline access plan that coordinates the various river access goals, identifies public access 
goals, identifies places for new public access, and ensures that existing shoreline access is 
protected in the future. Such a plan is needed to strike an appropriate balance of protecting 
existing river access, creating new access, and reducing risk along the corridor. 
 
       Whether enjoying recreational activities or admiring the stunning Hudson River 
viewsheds, residents and visitors alike have long cherished their river access. It is imperative 
that DOS and the Office of Planning, Development & Community Infrastructure work with 
these affected municipalities to ensure public access and the safety of our residents. 
 
       Thank you for your attention to this issue. If you have any questions, please do not  
hesitate to reach out to my office. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Didi Barrett 
Member of Assembly, 106th District 
 
 
cc:       Ray Lang, Senior Director National State Relations, Amtrak 
            Matt Murell, Chairman, Columbia County Board of Supervisors 
            Robert Beaury, Supervisor, Town of Germantown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 12 Raymond Avenue, Suite 105, Poughkeepsie, New York 12603 • 845-454-1703, FAX: 845-454-2408 
420 Warren Street, Hudson, New York 12534 • 518-828-1961, FAX: 518-828-5329 

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 841, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248 • 518-455-5177, FAX: 518-455-5418 
EMAIL: BarrettD@nyassembly.gov 
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Countj' of Columbia

i^elu gork

Resolution No. 236-2020

^ C- ■Sponsored by Supervisor —\ "

A RESOLUTION URGING NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO JOIN WITH

OUR COMMUNITIES IN A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT TO REVIEW LOCAL

GOVERNMENT AND REGIONAL PUBLIC ACCESS NEEDS AND IMPLEMENTATION FOR

LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAMS

UPON, recommendation of the Finance Committee; at a meeting held on the 6'^ day of August, 2020;

WHEREAS, on January 12, 2018 Amtrak submitted to the New York State Department of State (NYSDOS) an
application for Consistency Review for a series of gates and fences at eight locations in five municipalities between
Rhinebeck and Stuyvesant along the Empire Corridor South Hudson Line; and

WHEREAS, five of these eight locations were in the Columbia County municipalities of Germantown (at Cheviot
Park, Germantown Lower Main Street, and Ernest R. Lasher Jr. Memorial Park), Stockport [at Stockport Creek), and
Stuyvesant (at Stuyvesant Landing, Mile Post 123.88 and Ferry Rd) and are enjoyed by residents throughout the
County; and

WHEREAS, the hundreds of people expressed concern in comments to the NYSDOS that the construction of gates
and fencing at these locations would reduce access for water-related recreational activities such as fishing, hunting,
launching boats and ice boats, as well as viewing the Hudson River; and

WHEREAS, on September 6, 2018 five Columbia County Supervisors wrote to the NYS Department if State
expressing serious concerns with the process that the DOS was conducting to review the proposal for gates and
fences; and

WHEREAS, the September 6, 2018 letter stated that Columbia County Supervisors believed that "DOS has a greater
responsibility to the people of the State of New York than to Amtrak" and requested that "the DOS take an interest in
how the outcome of this (Amtrak's) application will have on the immediate and negative impact on our
communities"; and

WHEREAS, on December 15, 2018 the Town of Germantown hosted a public meeting attended by approximately
115 people at which Scenic Hudson announced its white paper At-Grade Passenger Rail Pedestrian & Trail Crossings.,
the white paper documented modern techniques used to reduce risk and allow public access along and across
Amtrak lines in other parts of the United States; and

WHEREAS, on January 7, 2019 a letter was sent to NYSDOS Secretary of State Rossana Rosado signed by 11 mayors
and Supervisors between Hyde Park and Castleton-on-Hudson, including the Mayor of Hudson and Supervisors of
Clermont, Germantown, Livingston, Stockport and Stuyvesant. This letter reiterated and expanded upon concerns
raised in the previous September 6, 2018 letter; and

WHEREAS, on January 18, 2019 Amtrak, after meetings with the NYS Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) and
NYSDOS, withdrew its proposal for gates and fences so it could be revised in conjunction with a five-year corridor
plan to improve safety. Amtrak's press release also stated that Amtrak would continue to work with affected
communities, Town officials, and State agencies in formulating the revised plan; and



Resolution No. 236-2020 (p^gei)

WHEREAS, on January 3, and 4, 2020 as part of public outreach for its Hudson River Access Plan, Poughkeepsie to
Rensselaer, Scenic Hudson conducted three stakeholder meetings and three public meetings in Castleton-on-Hudson,
Germantown, and Rhinebeck, at which approximately 300 people attended expressing the need to protect existing
river access and expand future access; and

WHEREAS, during January 2020, Scenic Hudson conducted additional public outreach for the Hudson River Access
Plan, which resulted in over 5,500 votes for various public access location and 1,000 comments on access needs
were submitted;

WHEREAS, based on these meetings and public comments, Scenic Hudson on March 26, 2020 published the Hudson
River Access Plan, Poughkeepsie to Rensselaer, which received letters of support from the Columbia County Board of
Supervisors, County Legislatures of both Rensselaer and Dutchess Counties, County Executives of both Rensselaer
and Dutchess Counties, municipalities of Castleton-on-Hudson, Hudson, Tivoli, Rhinebeck, Hyde Park, not-for-profit
organizations Hudson River Heritage, Franklin D. Roosevelt-Hyde Park Foundation;

WHEREAS, on March 6, 2020 Congressmen Tonko, Delgado and Maloney sent a letter to Amtrak expressing hope
that "Amtrak will work with all relevant state and local representatives to effectively reduce safety risks without
compromising the public's ability to access the Hudson River;"

WHEREAS, this letter also supported cooperative efforts such as Scenic Hudson's Hudson River Access Plan, stated
that "railroad development along both shores of the Hudson River has also created numerous barriers that may
affect the public's ability to access the Hudson River," and expressed "a deep concern that the potential for loss of
access runs contrary to New York State's Coastal Program;"

WHEREAS, on May 22, 2020 Congressmen Tonko, Delgado, and Maloney followed up with a second letter to Amtrak
expressing that "the loss of access with which we are concerned is not limited to designated public parkland, but
also other places along the shoreline where generations of people have fished or simply enjoyed river views;"

WHEREAS, this letter also stated that Congressmen "remain concerned that Amtrak should do more to address local
officials' concerns regarding the past, ongoing and future loss of shoreline access" and expressed an interest in
seeing a "cooperative effort that maintains, and ultimately increases, shoreline access throughout the corridor;"

WHEREAS, this letter referenced the Hudson River Access Plan's "11 clear recommendations and over 70 case-

specific examples of crossings that need to be maintained or improved," urged Amtrak's project staff "to read the
entire report before continuing to reformulate fencing and gate locations; adjust the proposal accordingly; and then
explain on a case-by-case basis how risk can be managed without reducing river access at each location"

WHEREAS, on July 16,2020 we were disappointed to learn via an Amtrak-convened video conference, that the
reformulated Five Year Fencing Program on the Hudson Line Section of the Empire Corridor would expand the
locations of gates and fencing to additional locations in Rensselaer, Dutchess and Columbia Counties, including new
locations in the City of Hudson and Towns of Greenport and Stuyvesant;

WHEREAS, we are vitally concerned with decades-long erosion of public river access, most of which is due to
railroad policy and its operational procedures and the Columbia County Board of Supervisors views this loss of
access as an impediment to our ongoing individual and collective efforts and initiatives to improve the economic
health and social well-being of not only our individual communities, but to the region that defines us;

WHEREAS, each of our municipalities is in a different place with respect to articulating our vision for the future with
some having adopted Local Waterfront Revitalization Programs (LWRP), others not benefitting by an LWRP, and
still others working on draft LWRPs for approval; and

WHEREAS, every municipality in Columbia County, whether it benefits by a Hudson River location or not, shares a
common interest in increasing our collective access to the Hudson River.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Columbia County Board of Supervisors believes It would be valuable for the New York State
Department of State to join our communities in a collaborative effort to review local government and regional public
access needs and implementation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that a letter to the Secretary of State will be sent requesting assistance from the NYSDOS in developing a
regional riverfront access plan; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Columbia County Board of Supervisors urges every municipality along the eastern shore of the
Hudson River between Rensselaer and Poughkeepsie to make a similar request of the Secretary of State; and be it
further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Columbia County p-easurer, Columbia
County Attorney, NYS Dept of State, NYS Congressmen: Tonko, Delgato, and Maloney.

Approved:

Rob^iT]TTitzsimmons, County Attorney

S

STATE OF NEW YORK}

COUNTY OF COLUMBIA) ss;

This is to certify that I, undersigned Clerk of the Board ofSupervisors of the Coun^ of Columbia, have compared the foregoing resolution with the
original resolution, now on file in the office ofsaid clerk, and which was adopted by said Board ofSupervisors on the 12"' day of August, 2020;
and that the same is true and correct transcript of such original resolution and of the whole thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Board of Supervisors this 13"' day of August, 2020.



 

 

Minutes of September 8, 2020 Germantown Town Board meeting via Zoom, commencing at 7:00pm. 
 
Present:   Supervisor Beaury 
   Councilman Sullivan 
   Councilman Kukon 
   Councilmember Suarez 
   Councilman Christian 
 
   Town Attorney, Corinne Smith 
 
Recorded by:  Town Clerk, Joyce Vale 
 
Supervisor Beaury welcomed everyone and then Led with the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Motion to open the meeting made by Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilmember Suarez, with all 
in favor and none opposed. 
 
Motion to approve the August 11, 2020 regular meeting minutes made by Councilman Kukon, seconded 
by Councilman Sullivan, with all in favor and none opposed. 
 
Motion to pay audited bills made by Councilmember Suarez, seconded by Councilman Kukon, with all in 
favor and none opposed. 
 
Old Business  
 

- Finance update.  Sales tax receipts are down approximately 15%.  Supervisor Beaury sent the 
tentative budget to the clerk for the fiscal year 2021.  Town Board will review tentative budget.  

 
Motion to adopt the tentative budget for fiscal year 2021 made by Councilman Sullivan, seconded by 
Councilman Christian, with all in favor and none opposed. 
 

- Budget workshop (before 10/13/2020 meeting).  Sewer and lighting districts are in good shape.   
Supervisor Beaury said the two areas to look into are the DPW which is Highway and 
Maintenance.  Proposed date for workshop is September 22, 2020 at 7:00pm starting with an 
executive session, followed by the workshop. 

 
- Public hearing- Preliminary Budget Fiscal Year 2021 on October 13, 2020 at 6:45pm.  Supervisor 

Beaury recommended having the public hearing before the next monthly meeting at 6:45pm. 
 

Motion to set workshop date for September 22, 2020 at 7:00pm made by Councilman Kukon, seconded 
by Councilmember Suarez, with all in favor and none opposed. 
 
Motion to set Public Hearing for Preliminary Budget for Fiscal Year 2021 on October 13, 2020 at 6:45pm 
made by Councilmember Suarez, seconded by Councilman Kukon, with all in favor and none opposed. 
 



 

 

- Hiring freeze.  Supervisor Beaury talked to Rich about the personnel situation and they came to 
an understanding they may need one extra person during a snow season for wingman for the 
snowplow driver. 

 
Motion to approve hiring freeze contingent upon a one person hire for seasonal needs made by 
Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Kukon, with all in favor and none opposed. 
 
Councilman Kukon asked what to do in a situation of a big snowstorm when they need a wingman for the 
snowplow?  Supervisor Beaury said we have three drivers with CDLs and two wingmen.  If we need a 
third we can hire one and he will keep the Town Board informed as the season unfolds. 
 

- Flagpole at Lasher Memorial Park.  Councilman Christian said the American Legion is supplying 
the park with a well needed new flagpole.  Councilman Christian said he would like to see the 
flagpole by the memorial and not near the boat launch.   Councilman Christian suggests one 
flagpole for both flags instead of the 2 flagpoles that are there now.  Councilman Sullivan 
wondered if there was a reason for the 2 flagpoles.  Supervisor Beaury asked if Councilman 
Christian talked to the committee who made the recommendations because we should take into 
consideration their recommendations.  Councilman Christian said he spoke to two members.    
Supervisor Beaury will send out an email to the committee tomorrow. 

 
- Resolution- Amtrak fences and gates.  Supervisor Beaury sent the resolution to the Town Board 

to read. 
 
 

TOWN BOARD 

TOWN OF GERMANTOWN 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, NEW YORK 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING COLUMBIA COUNTY RESOLUTION 236-2020 

A RESOLUTION URGING NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO JOIN WITH OUR COMMUNITIES 

IN A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT TO REVIEW LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REGIONAL PUBLIC ACCESS NEEDS 

AND IMPLEMENTATION FOR LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAMS UPON, 

recommendation of the Finance Committee; at a meeting held on the 6th day of August, 2020. 

Dated: September 8, 2020 

 WHEREAS, Amtrak filed an application in early 2018 with the NYS Department of State to install 

fences and gates in three areas of the town along the railroad tracks, at Ernest R. Lasher Memorial Park, 

lower Main Street and Cheviot Park; and  

WHEREAS, the Town Board of Germantown recognizes and acknowledges the efforts of local 

community leaders and volunteers for their work with the NYS Department of State, the NYS 

Department of Transportation and Amtrak on ensuring public access to the Hudson River;  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Germantown hereby adopts Columbia 

County Resolution 236-2020; and be it further  



 

 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Germantown joins with the Columbia County Board of Supervisors in 

their belief that it would be valuable for the New York State Department of State to join our waterfront 

communities in a collaborative effort to review local government and regional public access needs and 

implementation; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that a letter to the Secretary of State will be sent requesting assistance from the NYSDOS in 

developing a regional riverfront access plan; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Germantown authorizes the Supervisor to continue working with 

local, County, State and Federal officials to achieve our shared goal of maintaining public access to the 

waterfront.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Germantown that this 

Resolution is hereby adopted. 

Introduced by Councilmember Suarez   

Seconded by Councilman Christian   

The question of the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly put to vote, which resulted as 

follows: 

Supervisor Beaury   Aye 

Deputy Supervisor Sullivan  Aye 

Councilmember Christian  Aye 

Councilmember Kukon   Aye 

Councilmember Suarez   Aye 

 

This Resolution having been approved by a majority of the Board, the same was declared duly adopted. 

 

Joyce Vale, Germantown Town Clerk 

 

- Re-Opening Plan.   
 

- Activity Building.  Councilman Kukon would like the Town Board’s opinion with having the 
budget workshop in person.  Councilman Kukon feels meeting in person is better as long as  
everyone is comfortable with it.  Supervisor Beaury said the Activity Building might not be ready 
for the workshop and they would have to re-configure the Town Hall.  Councilmember Suarez is 
not comfortable meeting in person and will need to think about it.  Councilman Sullivan said the 
Public Hearing for the budget will have to be on zoom.  Corinne said the board will have to 
decide on how they will hold the meeting and the public notice has to include everything. 
 

- Playground.  Councilman Kukon doesn’t understand why the playground is closed.  Councilman 
Sullivan said he saw people taking their kids in the dog park.  Supervisor Beaury said the 
playground can’t be cleaned after each use.  Councilman Christian suggested putting a notice to 
the public that the playground is cleaned once a day in the high touch areas.  Corinne said as long 
as there are guidelines and a time frame of it being cleaned that would protect the town.  Corinne 



 

 

also said the town should follow the Governor’s guidelines for reopening the playground   More 
discussion on playground cleaning followed.  Councilman Christian asked if the restrooms at the 
lake were still closed so he could update?  Supervisor Beaury answered yes. 
 

- Parsonage.  Status quo.   
 

- Update notice of status of Town facilities 9-15-2020 through 9-30-2020. 
 

- Update Technology Committee.  Councilman Sullivan said they were adding forms from the 
departments.  Councilmember Suarez said the Park Commission is adding a description of all the 
parks with some photos. 
 

New Business  
 

- Purchase of Gator.  Supervisor Beaury said they want to purchase a new Gator for just under 
$14,000 and the 6-wheeler has to be replaced, the cost is approximately $215,000.  Anthony and 
Rich came up with a suggestion purchasing the Gator was more important to use around the park.  
George can use the black pickup that Anthony uses and the guys can use the red truck that Rich 
uses when he’s not around.  Supervisor Beaury said they will partially pay for the Gator using  

- Chips money.   
 
Motion to purchase the Gator made by Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Kukon with all in 
favor and none opposed. 
 

- Surplus utility truck. 
 
Motion to surplus the utility truck on delivery of the Gator made by Councilman Sullivan, seconded by 
Councilman Kukon, with all in favor and none opposed. 
 

- DPW laptop and fuel software. We have a fuel depot and sell at a discounted rate to the school 
and the fire company.  The laptop we have uses Windows 7 and if we upgrade to a laptop with 
Windows 10 specific software is needed and will cost $6,500 to make it compatible with 
Windows 10. Councilman Christian suggested purchasing a laptop with windows 7 from ebay.  
Supervisor Beaury asked if Councilman Christian would look into possibly purchasing the laptop 
from a reputable company.  Janet will get fuel prices.  Councilman Sullivan said the Livingston 
highway department just updated and to check with them.  Supervisor Beaury will check with 
Supervisor Guzzi. 

 
Supervisor’s Report  
 

- 9/11 Ceremony and Purple Heart proclamation at Pavilion/Monument at 9am.  If weather is good 
ceremony will be at the monument, if not under the pavilion. 

 
- CC DOH Covid-19 testing at Activity Building lot on 9/13/2020 from 9-11am. 

 
- Fire Company BBQ pickup at the Activity Building lot on 10/3/2020 from 4-6pm. 



 

 

 
- CC DOH Flu Clinic at Activity Building lot on 10/8/2020 from 9-11am. 

 
- Next meeting is October 13, 2020 at 7:00pm.  Town Board workshop is September 22, 2020 at 

7:00pm. 
 

Comments from Councilmembers  
 
Councilmember Suarez said GEDAC is asking permission to host a movie night in September.  
Supervisor Beaury thinks this is a good idea and asked if the Town Board can see a plan. 
 
Councilman Christian asked if you had to register for the Covid testing and is there a fee?  Supervisor 
Beaury asked Janet to follow up. 
 
Councilman Christian asked if there was a cost for the flu shots?  Janet said there is paperwork to fill out 
first on the Columbia County website and she also said there is no charge for the drive up Covid testing.  
Supervisor Beaury said they will post notices for both. 
 
Comments from the public. 
 
Tony Albino asked if the Gator was electric or gas.  Supervisor Beaury answered gas. 
 
Written Communications to the Town Clerk  
 
Town Clerk received an email from a resident on Anchorage Road concerned about cars speeding up and 
down the road.   
 
Town Clerk received a resignation from Mattie Gifford resigning as a court clerk. 
 
Supervisor Beaury said he let the Sheriff Deputies know about the speeders. 
 
Councilman Sullivan wondered if they could ask Supervisor Guzzi if we could borrow their portable 
speed signs.  Supervisor Beaury will ask Supervisor Guzzi. 
 
Councilman Christian said he sees people speeding not only with boats but sports cars.  Supervisor 
Beaury asked if he sees them to get the times of day this is going on.  Councilman Christian will try to get 
license plates. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Kukon, with all 
in favor and none opposed. 
 
Meeting closed at 8:10pm. 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 



RESOLUTION 8:31 – 4 OF 2020 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF HYDE PARK TO ISSUE A LETTER 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE REQUESTING THAT THE NEW YORK STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE ASSIST HYDE PARK AND OTHER COMMUNITIES IN 
CREATING A REGIONAL HUDSON RIVER ACCESS PLAN THAT ADDRESSES, 
THE NEED TO REPAIR, MAINTAIN, AND PRESERVE HISTORIC TRUSS 

BRIDGES OVER AMTRAK’S HUDSON LINE INCLUDING THE COAL DOCK LANE 
BRIDGE  

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Hyde Park is keenly interested in maintaining and 

expanding the public’s access to the Hudson River; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Hudson River Railroad, constructed in the 1850s and now 

owed by CSX and managed by Amtrak, runs along the Hudson River shoreline and 
prevents river access in many locations; and 

 

WHEREAS, Hyde Park is blessed with a  collection of seven historic truss 
bridges constructed in the early part of the 20th century and although several have 

fallen into various states of disrepair, they could, if restored, reopened and 
maintained, provide valuable Hudson River access for residents and help support 
local businesses as well as the regional tourism industry; and 

 
WHEREAS, for example, a deteriorated and closed historic truss bridge at the 

Gerald Morgan property adjacent to the Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site 
and Hyde Park Trail could, if restored and reopened, provide river access at this 
historic site, including a Hudson River Water Trail Site serving kayakers; and 

 
WHEREAS, for example, a deteriorated and closed historic truss bridge at the 

former Dominican Camp and adjacent to the Hyde Park Trail could, if restored and 
reopened, provide valuable river access at that site, which currently has no access; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, for example, a deteriorated and closed historic truss bridge at the 

Staatsburgh State Historic Site, could, if restored and reopened, provide a beautiful 
pedestrian connection between the hamlet of Staatsburg and the Hoyt House, a 
National Historic Landmark along a carriage road developed by Frederic Law 

Olmsted; and 
 

WHEREAS, recognizing the concerns regarding the condition of these bridges, 
on September 4, 2018, State Senator Sue Serino wrote to the New York State 
Department of Transportation Commissioner, Paul A. Karas expressing concern 

over the number of orphan bridges (bridges without a clear record of ownership) in 
New York, and in particular, a Hyde Park orphan bridge in such poor repair that 

emergency vehicles will not cross due to safety concerns; and 
WHEREAS, as a result of inaction with respect to the maintenance and 

repair, the New York State Department of Transportation on March 30, 2020 issued 

a “red flag” ordering the historic truss bridge on Coal Dock Lane to be closed to 
vehicular traffic—the same bridge, although unnamed, that was the subject of State 

Senator Serino’s 2018 letter; and 
 

WHEREAS, in response to the closure of the bridge, on June 11, 2020 

Representative Antonio Delgado wrote to CSX and Amtrak urging that “the parties 
responsible for the repair or replacement (of the Coal Dock Lane bridge) are soon 
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identified and compelled to complete the repairs” and called the matter of the bridge 
condition “a serious safety concern for the businesses and homes on the west side 

of the tracks and also for the many train riders that could be subjected to falling 
debris or if a catastrophic event occurred with the bridge or a vehicle falling onto the 

tracks”; and 
 
WHEREAS, prior to the closure of the Coal Dock Lane bridge on        January 

12, 2018, Amtrak submitted to the New York State Department of State (NYSDOS) 
an application for Consistency Review for a series of gates and fences at eight 

locations in five municipalities between Rhinebeck and Stuyvesant along the Empire 
Corridor Service Hudson Line; and 

 

WHEREAS, on January 7, 2019 a letter was sent to NYSDOS Secretary of 
State Rossana Rosado signed by Supervisor Aileen Rohr and 10 other Supervisors 
and Mayors between Hyde Park and Castleton-on-Hudson expressing, among other 

things, the need to “assess Hudson River public access needs along the entire 
Empire Corridor South from Rensselaer to Poughkeepsie in cooperation with local 

governments, relevant State agencies, Hudson River users, other public 
stakeholders, and the general public; and 
 

WHEREAS, on January 18, 2019 Amtrak, after meetings with the NYS 
Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) and NYSDOS, withdrew its proposal for 

gates and fences so it could be revised in conjunction with a five-year corridor plan 
to improve safety. Amtrak’s press release also stated that Amtrak would continue to 
work with affected communities, Town officials, and State agencies in formulating 

the revised plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, on January 3, and 4, 2020 as part of public outreach for its 
Hudson River Access Plan, Poughkeepsie to Rensselaer, Scenic Hudson conducted 

three stakeholder meetings and three public meetings in       Castleton-on-Hudson, 
Germantown, and Rhinebeck, at which approximately 300 people attended 
expressing the need to protect existing river access and expand future access; and  

 
 

 
WHEREAS, during January 2020, Scenic Hudson conducted additional 

public outreach for the Hudson River Access Plan, which resulted in over 5,500 

votes for various public access locations and 1,000 comments on access needs were 
submitted; and 

 
WHEREAS, based on these meetings and public comments, Scenic Hudson 

on March 26, 2020 published the Hudson River Access Plan, Poughkeepsie to 
Rensselaer(HRAP) and found that “there is an immediate need to launch a program 
in 2020 to save historic pony truss bridges,” specifically mentioning the threatened 

bridges in Hyde Park, including the bridge at Crum Elbow and the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt National Historic Site, and recommended, among other things, that a 

“Bundled Bridge Program” should be implemented to save historic (orphan) bridges; 
and 

 

WHEREAS, the Hudson River Access Plan received letters of support from the 
Town of Hyde Park Recreation Director, Franklin D. Roosevelt Hyde Park 
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Foundation, Hudson River Heritage, County Executive Marcus Molinaro, and 
Dutchess County Legislature, among others; and 

 
WHEREAS, on March 6, 2020 Congressmen Tonko, Delgado, and Maloney 

sent a letter to Amtrak expressing hope that “Amtrak will work with all relevant 
state and local representatives to effectively reduce safety risks without 
compromising the public’s ability to access the Hudson River”; and 

 
WHEREAS, this letter also supported cooperative efforts such as Scenic 

Hudson’s Hudson River Access Plan, stating that “railroad development along both 
shores of the Hudson River has also created numerous barriers that may affect the 
public’s ability to access the Hudson River,” and expressed  “a deep concern that 

the potential for loss of access runs contrary to New York State’s Coastal Program”; 
and 

   
WHEREAS, on May 22, 2020 Congressmen Tonko, Delgado, and Maloney 

followed up with a second letter to Amtrak expressing that “the loss of access with 

which we are concerned is not limited to designated public parkland, but also other 
places along the shoreline where generations of people have fished or simply 

enjoyed river views”; and 
 
WHEREAS, this letter also stated that the Congressmen “remain concerned 

that Amtrak should do more to address local officials’ concerns regarding the past, 
ongoing, and future loss of shoreline access” and expressed an interest in seeing a 

“cooperative effort that maintains, and ultimately increases, shoreline access 
throughout the corridor”; and 
 

 
WHEREAS, this letter referenced the Hudson River Access Plan’s “11 clear 

recommendations and over 70 case-specific examples of crossings that need to be 
maintained or improved,” urged Amtrak’s project staff “to read the entire report  

before continuing to reformulate fencing and gate locations; adjust the proposal 
accordingly; and then explain on a case-by-case basis how risk can be managed 
without reducing river access at each location”; and   

 
WHEREAS, on July 16, 2020 Amtrak convened a video conference to 

announce to municipal officials a reformulated Five-Year Fencing Program on the 
Hudson Line Section of the Empire Corridor that would expand the locations of gates 

and fencing to several new locations, including three in Hyde Park—the Hyde Park 
Station (MP 79.28), the Poughkeepsie Yacht Club (MP 81.5), and River Road 
Staatsburg (MP 83.67); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board is vitally concerned with the potential loss of our 

seven historic truss bridges, decades-long erosion of public river access, most of 
which is due to railroad policy and its operational procedures, and further, the 
Town Board views this loss of access as an impediment to our ongoing individual 

and collective efforts and initiatives to improve the economic health and social well-
being of not only our individual communities, but to the region that defines us; and 
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WHEREAS, the Town Board believes that every municipality along the 

Hudson River shares a common interest in increasing our collective access to the 

Hudson River; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Board believes It would be valuable for the New York 
State Department of State to join our communities in a collaborative effort to review 
local government and regional public access needs, develop recommendations to 

repair, maintain, and preserve historic truss bridges, preserve existing river access, 
create new river access, and assist in implementing these recommendations. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board will issue a 

letter to the Secretary of State requesting assistance from the NYSDOS in 

developing a Regional Riverfront Access Plan as described above; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board urges every municipality 

along the eastern shore of the Hudson River between Rensselaer and Poughkeepsie 
to make a similar request of the Secretary of State; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be 

forwarded to Mr. Dylan Miyoshi, Hudson Valley Representative for Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo; Rosanna Rosado, Secretary of State, NYS Dept of State; Congressmen 
Tonko, Delgado, and Maloney. 

 
MOTION:  Councilman Schneider 
SECOND:  Councilman Marrine 

 
VOICE VOTE: 

 
ALL IN FAVOR: 5 
ALL OPPOSED: O CARRIED 

 

 



TOWN OF RHINEBECK 
 

RESOLUTION 2020184 
 

REQUESTING THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE ASSIST 
RHINEBECK AND OTHER COMMUNITIES TO ADDRESS OUR CONCERNS WITH 

AMTRAK’S PROPOSED FENCING PLAN AND THE LOSS OF OUR ACCESS TO THE 
HUDSON RIVER 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Rhinebeck’s approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

(LWRP) explicitly prioritizes and proposes increased access to the Hudson River shoreline; and 

WHEREAS, the Hudson River Railroad, constructed in the 1850s and now owed by CSX and 

managed by Amtrak, runs along the Hudson River shoreline and, as stated in the Town’s LWRP, 

prevents river access in Rhinebeck; and 

WHEREAS, with approximately eight miles of Hudson River shoreline, the railroad has 

limited the Town’s public river access to approximately 300’ at the Town Park at Rhinecliff Landing; 

and 

WHEREAS, on January 12, 2018 Amtrak submitted to the New York State Department of 

State (NYSDOS) an application for Consistency Review for a series of gates and fences at eight 

locations in five municipalities between Rhinebeck and Stuyvesant along the Empire Corridor South 

Hudson Line; and 

WHEREAS, two of these locations proposed in that submission were in Rhinebeck—one at 

Rhinecliff Station (MP 89) and another at Slate Dock Road (MP 90.1); and 

WHEREAS, Several Town of Rhinebeck Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) 

Policies (Policies 1, 1A, 2, 19, 20, 20A, 21, 21 B, 24, 24A, and 24B), as well as several proposed 

projects in the LWRP, address the need for expanded riverfront access specifically proposing the 

need for access to Slate Dock and Long Dock, both of which would be adversely impacted by 

Amtrak’s proposal for two gates and 400 feet of impasse fencing at Slate Dock Road; and 

WHEREAS, hundreds of people, including many Rhinebeck residents, expressed concern in 

comments to the NYSDOS that the construction of gates and fencing at these locations would reduce 
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access for water-related recreational activities such as fishing, hunting, launching boats and ice boats, 

as well as viewing the Hudson River; and 

WHEREAS, on January 7, 2019 the Town of Rhinebeck sent a letter to NYSDOS Secretary 

of State Rossana Rosado signed by Supervisor Elizabeth Spinzia and 11 other supervisors and 

mayors between Hyde Park and Castleton-on-Hudson expressing, among other things, the need to 

“assess Hudson River public access needs along the entire Empire Corridor South from Rensselaer to 

Poughkeepsie in cooperation with local governments, relevant State agencies, Hudson River users, 

other public stakeholders, and the general public;” and 

WHEREAS, on January 18, 2019 Amtrak, after meetings with the NYS Department of 

Transportation (NYSDOT) and NYSDOS, withdrew its proposal for gates and fences so it could be 

revised in conjunction with a five-year corridor plan to improve safety. Amtrak’s press release also 

stated that Amtrak would continue to work with affected communities, Town officials, and State 

agencies in formulating the revised plan; and 

WHEREAS, on January 3, and 4, 2020 as part of public outreach for its Hudson River 

Access Plan, Poughkeepsie to Rensselaer, Scenic Hudson conducted three stakeholder meetings and 

three public meetings in Castleton-on-Hudson, Germantown, and Rhinebeck, at which approximately 

300 people attended expressing the need to protect existing river access and expand future access; 

and 

WHEREAS, during January 2020, Scenic Hudson conducted additional public outreach for 

the Hudson River Access Plan, which resulted in over 5,500 votes for various public access location 

and 1,000 comments on access needs were submitted and based on these meetings and public 

comments, Scenic Hudson on March 26, 2020 published the Hudson River Access Plan, 

Poughkeepsie to Rensselaer (HRAP), and  
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WHEREAS, the HRAP found that 63 survey respondents already used the riverfront at Slate 

Dock Road for water-related recreational uses including picnicking, scenic views, fishing, boat 

launching and birding and recommended that at this location the informal crossing should be 

upgraded to a formal crossing with current signage and safety devices and, consistent with Rhinebeck 

LWRP Policy 1A, access should be secured across the tracks to Slate Dock in collaboration with the 

railroad; and 

WHEREAS, the HRAP received letters of support from the Town of Rhinebeck, as well as 

the County Legislatures of both Dutchess and Rensselaer Counties, County Executives of both 

Dutchess and Rensselaer Counties,  Columbia County Board of Supervisors, municipalities of 

Castleton-on-Hudson, Hudson, Tivoli, Hyde Park, not-for-profit organizations Hudson River 

Heritage, Franklin D. Roosevelt-Hyde Park Foundation; and 

WHEREAS, on March 6, 2020 Congressmen Tonko, Delgado and Maloney sent a letter to 

Amtrak expressing hope that “Amtrak will work with all relevant state and local representatives to 

effectively reduce safety risks without compromising the public’s ability to access the Hudson 

River;” and 

WHEREAS, this letter also supported cooperative efforts such as Scenic Hudson’s Hudson 

River Access Plan, stated that “railroad development along both shores of the Hudson River has also 

created numerous barriers that may affect the public’s ability to access the Hudson River,” and 

expressed “a deep concern that the potential for loss of access runs contrary to New York State’s 

Coastal Program;”    

WHEREAS, on May 22, 2020 Congressmen Tonko, Delgado, and Maloney followed up with 

a second letter to Amtrak expressing that “the loss of access with which we are concerned is not 

limited to designated public parkland, but also other places along the shoreline where generations of 

people have fished or simply enjoyed river views;”  
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WHEREAS, this letter also stated that Congressmen “remain concerned that Amtrak should 

do more to address local officials’ concerns regarding the past, ongoing and future loss of shoreline 

access” and expressed an interest in seeing a “cooperative effort that maintains, and ultimately 

increases, shoreline access throughout the corridor;”  

WHEREAS, this letter referenced the Hudson River Access Plan’s “11 clear 

recommendations and over 70 case-specific examples of crossings that need to be maintained or 

improved,” urged Amtrak’s project staff “to read the entire report before continuing to reformulate 

fencing and gate locations; adjust the proposal accordingly; and then explain on a case-by-case basis 

how risk can be managed without reducing river access at each location;” and   

WHEREAS, on July 16, 2020 Amtrak-convened video conference to announce to municipal 

officials a reformulated Five-Year Fencing Program on the Hudson Line Section of the Empire 

Corridor that includes proposed one gate and 2,665 feet of impasse fencing at Rhinecliff Station and 

two gates and 400 feet of impasse fencing at Slate Dock Road, as well as proposals in other 

communities for new for gates and fencing that were not proposed in the 2018 plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board is vitally concerned with the decades-long erosion of river 

access as well as the potential loss of our existing river access, including the prospect of gates and 

impasse fencing at Slate Dock Road, a place where for decades residents have enjoyed river access 

for water-related recreational activities; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board believes that this loss of access would represent an impediment 

to our ongoing efforts and initiatives to improve the economic health and social well-being of our 

individual communities, as well as the region that defines us and, therefore, every municipality along 

the Hudson River shares a common interest in increasing our collective access to the Hudson River; 

and 



Resolution 2020184 
September 14, 2020 

Page 5 
 

Motion by: Supervisor Spinzia 
Second by: Councilperson Walker 
 

Voice Vote: Aye No 
Supervisor Spinzia X  
Deputy Supervisor Scherr  X  
Councilperson Pulver X  
Councilperson Roberts X  
Councilperson Walker X  

 
This certifies that the foregoing is a true copy of a resolution offered and adopted at a meeting of the Rhinebeck Town Board on 
September 14, 2020. 

 
              
       JON GAUTIER, RHINEBECK TOWN CLERK 

WHEREAS, the Town Board believes It would be valuable for the New York State 

Department of State to join our communities in a collaborative effort to review local and regional 

public access needs, create a regional river access plan, and to assist in implementing the 

recommendations resulting from the plan; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board will send a letter to the Secretary of State requesting 

assistance from the NYSDOS in developing a regional riverfront access plan as described above; and 

be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Town Board urges every municipality along the eastern shore of the 

Hudson River between Rensselaer and Poughkeepsie to make a similar request of the Secretary of 

State; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to Mr. Dylan Miyoshi, 

Hudson Valley Representative for Gov. Andrew Cuomo; Rosanna Rosado, Secretary of State, NYS 

Dept of State; Congressmen Tonko, Delgado, and Maloney.  
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March 17, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Paul D. Tonko The Honorable Sean P. Maloney 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 
2369 Rayburn House Office Building 2331 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Antonio R. Delgado 
Member of Congress 
1007 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Dear Representative Tonko, Representative Maloney, and Representative Delgado: 
 
Thank you for your letter to Mr. Anderson of March 6, received March 11, requesting that Amtrak hold 
off on submission of its Coastal Consistency Determination application to the New York Department of 
State, and that Amtrak work collaboratively with the appropriate municipal, county, and state officials, 
and relevant stakeholders.  I am responding on Mr. Anderson’s behalf.  The proposed project, which is 
being managed by Amtrak in partnership with the New York State Department of Transportation, is for 
the installation and/or upgrades of railroad right-of-way fencing and gates along the Empire Corridor. 
 
In December 2012 Amtrak signed a long-term lease with the CSX Corporation, the owner of the railroad 
property, who historically had been responsible for the 94-mile Hudson Line between Schenectady and 
Poughkeepsie.  Under this agreement, Amtrak became responsible for the maintenance, dispatching, and 
liability of the line.  This agreement gave passenger trains priority over freight trains and paved the way 
for significant service and safety improvement projects to bring the line up to a state of good repair on 
one of the busiest rail corridors in the country.  Twenty-six passenger trains a day travel over the Hudson 
Line, operating at speeds up to 110 miles per hour.  Through the Hudson Valley Region on the southern 
end of the line the trains operate at speeds up to 90 miles per hour.  Since Amtrak has taken control of the 
line, working with both our Federal and State partners, more than $200 million in rail improvements have 
been completed enhancing Amtrak Empire Service from New York City to Niagara Falls.  Some of the 
significant projects include the installation of 17 miles of track between Schenectady and Albany, a years-
long goal within the State of New York; the addition of a fourth station track at the Albany-Rensselaer 
Station; 14 grade crossing upgrades and improvements along the southern region of the Hudson line; and 
major improvements to the signal system along the lines which replaced more than 60 miles of obsolete 
above-ground, 30 year-old wires with new underground power cable and electronic track circuits.   

NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

1 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20001 
Tel 202.906.2820    

Bruno Maestri 

Vice President, Government Affairs and Corporate Communications 
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Amtrak has also installed approximately 120,000 new ties and over 94,000 linear feet of new rail between 
Albany/Rensselaer and Poughkeepsie.  Last year a $33 million project to install Positive Train Control 
(PTC) on the Hudson Line was completed, further enhancing safety along the route.     
 
Railroad tracks, trestles, yards, and rights-of-way are private property and trespassing on railroad property 
is specifically prohibited by law.  Along the Hudson line right-of-way areas that are closed to the public 
were not clearly delineated or restricted, thus allowing trespassing to go unabated and creating a major 
safety risk to the public and the operation of Amtrak trains.  The lack of fencing and gates has allowed 
pedestrians and vehicles to purposely and inadvertently access private railroad property, thereby creating 
such risks.  Trains cannot stop quickly to avoid people and vehicles on or near the tracks.  When a train 
applies braking in an emergency, it risks derailing and this risk is exacerbated if striking an object on the 
tracks.  Trains operating along this route regularly carry up to and over 300 passengers onboard.  The 
project is not proposing to close or restrict access to any current public access areas along the route. 
 
Amtrak has been working collaboratively with both NYSDOT and NYSDOS, along with other official 
stakeholders.  Amtrak and NYSDOT staff met with elected officials in April 2018, including then-
Representative Faso, Town Supervisors and Mayors, and members of the State Assembly and Senate.  In 
August 2018, Amtrak and NYSDOT staff held on site meetings with Town Officials and Emergency 
responders, along with staff from Scenic Hudson, to help coordinate the proposed plan.  In July 2019, 
Amtrak project staff met with Town Officials and staff from Scenic Hudson to further coordinate the 
proposal.  A meeting was held in August 2019 that included NYSDOT and NYSDOS staff, Town elected 
officials, members of the New York State Assembly and Senate, and staff from Scenic Hudson.  In 
October 2019, Amtrak Project Staff held a follow-up meeting with the Town of Stuyvesant officials and 
Emergency responders.  As a result of these meetings, Amtrak has adjusted some of the components of 
the plan including fencing heights and locations in several of the locations.  Amtrak submitted an initial 
plan to NYSDOS in January 2018 that included only the one-year proposed plan for the southern portion 
of the Hudson Line. 
 
After much discussion with the stakeholders, NYSDOT, and NYSDOS, Amtrak withdrew that application 
and was asked by NYSDOS to submit one entire application that would cover the full project proposal 
over the five-year period.  As a result, Amtrak and NYSDOT are currently reformulating the plan and 
restructuring the scheduling of the components of those plans.  Once that full plan is formulated, we will 
meet with the Towns and then submit the Coastal Consistency Determination application to NYSDOS. 
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At Amtrak, safety is of utmost importance.  The implementation of this proposed project would enhance 
the safety of our customers, our employees, and the public.  Again, the proposal would not close or 
restrict access to any public access areas.  Its purpose it to protect the lives of those people both on the 
train and those accessing public areas near the railroad. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Bruno Maestri 
Vice President, Government Affairs and Corporate Communications 

 

cc:  Richard Anderson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

May 22, 2020 
 

 
Mr. William Flynn 
President and Chief Executive Officer  
National Railroad Passenger Corporation dba Amtrak 

1 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

 
Dear Mr. Flynn: 
 
We are in receipt of the March 17, 2020 letter in response to our letter from March 6, 2020. 
 
We fully appreciate and support Amtrak’s commitment to the safety of your customers, 
employees and the public. Thank you for outlining the list of programed improvements, such as 
implementing positive train control, and upgrading signal systems with new underground power 
cable and electronic track circuits.  
 
We wrote on March 6th asking Amtrak to work with relevant state and local representatives, 
along with potentially impacted communities, to effectively reduce train safety risks without 
compromising the public’s ability to access the Hudson River. The letter also conveyed our deep 
concern that potential loss of access runs contrary to New York State’s Coastal Management 
Program and may be in violation of the Public Trust Doctrine. This loss of access with which we 
are concerned is not limited to designated public parkland, but also other places along the 
shoreline where generations of people have fished or simply enjoyed river views.   
 
It is heartening to hear that Amtrak representatives have met with local officials and others last 
year, and that those meetings resulted in what you describe as “the adjustment of fencing heights 
and locations at several of the sites.” We remain concerned that Amtrak should do more to 
address local officials’ concerns regarding the past, ongoing and future loss of shoreline access. 
We are interested in seeing a cooperative effort that maintains and, ultimately increases, 
shoreline access throughout the corridor. And we believe, as Amtrak has done in other parts of 
the country, that this can be achieved while appropriately managing the level of risk. 
 
We note that your March 17 response letter was issued before the March 26, 2020 publication of 
Scenic Hudson’s Hudson River Access Plan: Poughkeepsie to Rensselaer1. Our March 6th letter 
referenced that plan. The document from Scenic Hudson addresses the access issues and 

 
1 https://www.scenichudson.org/press-release/hudson-river-access-plan-outlines-ways-to-increase-public-
enjoyment-of-the-river-and-improve-rail-safety 



2 
 

opportunities along the rail corridor between Poughkeepsie and Rensselaer. The Hudson River 
Access Plan provides 11 clear recommendations and over 70 case-specific examples of crossings 
that need to be maintained or improved. We urge Amtrak’s project staff to read the entire 
Hudson River Access Plan before continuing to reformulate fencing and gate locations; adjust 
the proposal accordingly; and then explain on a case-by-case basis how risk can be managed 
without reducing river access at each location. 
 
We believe that Amtrak has a responsibility to take community concern to heart and seek out 
innovative ways to manage risk. Preservation of local water-related recreational uses and 
shoreline fishing should be a priority. This would be consistent with New York State’s Coastal 
Management Program.  
 
We look forward to working with you, state and municipal officials, and other stakeholders to 
manage risk while maintaining and ultimately increasing public shoreline access—not just in 
existing designated parkland, but in other places identified by municipal leaders and other key 
stakeholders. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
__________________          ____________________         _____________________ 
Paul D. Tonko      Sean P. Maloney         Antonio R. Delgado  
Member of Congress     Member of Congress        Member of Congress   
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https://dos.ny.gov/local-waterfront-revitalization-program
https://dos.ny.gov/local-waterfront-revitalization-program
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/02/coastalpolicies.pdf
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